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BIRTH. 

On the 18th of March, 1898, at the Spanish Con- 
gulate, Kulangsu, Amoy, the wife ofS. T. SteraNov, 
of the Chinese Maritime Customs, of a DAUGHIER. 

MARRIAGES. 

On the 19th March, at ‘Yokohama, ILARoOLD 
Henry BANNISTER Barnes, to ANNIE OLIVER. 

On the 2ist March, 1898, at Hankow, by the 
Rev. J. A. Ingle, in the presence of the U.S. Consul, 
Enwaseru, second daughter of the late Samuel 
WIttias, of Tientsin, to THeopoRE SUFFERT, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, US A. ; 

On the 26th March, at Yokohama, FRANCIS 
HEnRY| ABBEY, to FLoRENCE AIMEE, eldest daugh- 


ter of the late Mr. BeNsaxtry Gcny, of London. 


DEATH. 
At the Shanghai General Hospital, on the 29th 
March, 1898, Jastes Everrian, Superintendent of 
the Sailors’ Home, aged 52 years. 


ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


The German mail of the 7th March arrived, 
per N. D. L. steamer Prinz Heinrich, on the 


5th April (29 days). 
EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


The Chinese telegraph line from Shanghai 
to Tientsin is, it is reported, to be duplicated. 


It is reported that Mr. Weeber, the former 
Russian Minister to Korea, is to be sent back 
to the Peninsula. . 

Mr. A. Zimmermann, German Vice-Consnl 
at Shanghai, has been appointed Civil Com- 
missioner at Kiaochau Bay. 


Mr. Paul H. King is appointed acting Com- 
missioner-of Customs at Hangchow in succession 
to Mr. 8: Leslie, who gocs home on leave. 


M. Alexieff, late Russian Financial Adviser 


; to the Korean Government, has been appointed 


commercial attaché to the Russian Legation in 
Tokyo: — ei : 
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Mr. G. Litton is taking over the Consalar | 
duties af Chungking in room of Mr. J. N. 


Trotman, who goes home to England on 
furlough. 
Mr. P. H. 8. Montgomery, Acting Com- 


missioner of Customs at Soochow, has been 
uppointed Commissioner at Yatuug, Mr. H. E. 
Hobson, the present Commissioner, going home 
on leave. 


Tke"Hon. H. E. Wodehouse. C.M.G., who has 
retired from the Hongkong Civil Service, left 
on the 6th instant. He was the recipient 
of a number of farewell addresses before his 
departure. 


It is understood that Mr. E. H. Fraser will 
will take charge of affairs connected with the 
British Consulate at Foochow this month, when 
Mr. W. R. Carles starts for England on twelve 
months’ leave. 


One of our inland correspondents tells us 
that he met five German mining engineers 
thirty miles north of Hankow. They were 
bound for the mountains south of Honan 
prospectiug.— Mercury. 


Mr. G. D. Pitzipios, Interpreter in H.M. 
Consulate-General at Shanghai, is appointed 
Vice-Consul at Canton, and will leave for his 
new post this month. He is to be succeeded at 
Shanghai by Mr. Perkins. 


A special correspondent at Chungking tele- 
graphs that the militia who made the attack on 
the mission at Kiangpelr have dispersed, but no 
‘arrests have been made, nor has the Taotai been 
trying to make any, as he alleges that he has 
no instructions to do so from Peking.—WN. C. 
Daily News. 


Our friends on the Customs staff whose bitter 
cry we have published, while it is still officially 
pigeon-holed at Peking, and who have had all 
the post office work added to their labours 
without any additional pay, may comfort them- 
selves with the hope that the Inspector-General 
intends to make the assumption of the collection 
of likin the opportunity for a general readjust- 
ment of their now inadequate salaries.—N. C. 
Daily News, : 


An official telegram from the. Chinese gold 
mines at Muho, in the Amoor regions, reports 
that large bodies of Russians have crossed into 
Chinese territory, that it looks as if these troops 
were to be divided into three corps of from 
12,000 to 15,000 men each, and that one of these 
corps would probably be encamped in the 
vicinity of the mines in question. Each corps 
is fitted out as if for a long march and com- 
prises all three arms of the service.—N. C. 
Daily News. 


At Shanghai on the lst March Dr. Stuebel 
(Germany) Mr. J. Goodnow (United States), 
and Mr. R. W. Mansfield: (Great Britain), sat 
at the German Consulate to hear an action for 
injunction brought against the Municipal 
Council by Mr. H. Browett, who alleged that 
the value of certain property of his, with a 
frontage to the Soochow Creek, was depreciated 
by the officers or agents of the Council shooting 
garbage on the foreshore. The Council, repre- 
sented by Mr. Dowdall, claimed a prescriptive 
right. Mr. F. Ellis appeared for the plaintiff. 
Witnesses were called for Mr. Browett and the 
case was adjourned. 


No. 14. 


The death is reported on the 22nd of March 
of the Prince of Suh, a descendant of one of the ~ 
eight “iron-capped”’ Princes who accompanied 
Shun Chih, the first Emperor of the Manchu 
dynasty, into China, The deceased Prince was 
quite a favourite with tha present Emperor 
Kuang Hsii, who gave him, amongst other 
lucrative appointments, that of Chief of the 
Peking Octroi.—N. C. Daily News. 


The Kobe Chronicle translates the following 
Tokyo press despatch, dated 29th March, from 
a vernacular paper :—Owing to the scarcity of 
the stock of raw cotton, the cotton spinning 
companies at Osaka and other places have 
applied to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha that an 
extra boat be dispatched to Bombay. Negotia-/ 
tions are going on as regards freight. The 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha will charter a forsigay 
steamer for the extra trip. 


It is positively stated, says tha N. C. Daily 
News, that H.E. Shéng has sent to Hangchow 
for the expectant Taotai Wu Yih-tsing, order- 
ing him to come to Shanghai, as he is the best 
French scholar of all the native officials on 
the coast, to settle the terms of the so-called 
Belgian loan, the negotiations for which have 
been resumed.. The smount of the loan is 
£4,000,000 sterling; the money is to be used in 
buildiug the Peking-Hankow railway ; : the 
original terms were 44 per cent interest, and tha 
railway to be completed in five years. The new 
terms are 5 per cent. interest, and the railway 
to be finished in three years. Mr. Wu was due 
at Shanghai on the 2nd April. 


The political situation between the Foreign 
Powers and China has produced important 
announcements during the past week. China , . 
has conceded to the British demand for the 
lease of Weihaiwei when the Japanese evacuate 
that port. It is believed that Japan is favour- 
able to the scheme. China has also agreed to 
open the ports of Funing, Yochau, and Ching- 
wan. In his statement in the House of 
Commons on the 4th April Mr. Balfour said 
that by acquiring Weihaiwei, which there was 
no intention of turning into a.commercial po: 
Great Britain prevented the Gulf of Pechili 
from falling under the undisputed control of any 
Power, and he hoped China would maintain 
not only a nominal but a real suzerainty over 
her vast dominions, British and German _ 
interests were identical and he hoped the two 
countries would work together. Great Britain 
had no reason to complain of Russia’s Com-. 
mercial Policy, but unfortunately Russia 
thought it necessary to acquire Port Arthur, | 
which as a purely naval port gave undue in- 
fluence to her Councils in Peking. Great 
Britain protested against the acquisition, 
offering, if Russia abstained from Port Arthur, ~ 
to take no part of the Gulf of Pechili. This 
offer not being pager Great Britain arranged 
for the ocoupation of Weihaiwei. Mr. Balfour 
added that he had no reason to suppose the. 
cession would excite any opposition in Japan, 
and that China in granting it had asked -for . 
facilities for Chinese wer-ships and for. traine - - 
ing Chinese naval officers under the British, 
According toa later telegram the Times states * 
thst China has agreed to the French demand 
for a railway to Yunnan, the lease of a coaling . _ 
station at Kwangcliauwan, the non alienation — 
of the provinces of Kwangtung, Kwangsi; and’: 
Yunnan, and the appointment of a Frenchman. 
as Director of the Imperial: posts. 
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BRITISH POLICY IN CHINA. 


——$_—@—_—_—— 
a (Sth April.) 
In the Housé of Commons the other day 


_ Mr. Curzon stated that Count, Muravieff, 
on the 16th March, had assured Great 


“~Britain that Port Arthur and Talienwan 
’ would be opened to trade like other Chinese 


ports and that Russia had not since with- 
‘drawn the assurance. This statement seems 
to imply that Great Britain had acquiesced 


_ in, or at all events does ‘not intend actively 


. 


to oppose, the Russian occupation of the 
ports named, and the supposition that 
the concentration of the British fleet in 
the North was with a view to possible 
complications with Russia may now be 
finally dismissed. In his speech in the 
House of Commons on the 1st March, the 
full report of which was received by the 
last mail, Mr. Curzon said :—“I am net 
“one of those who have any great belief in 
“the inherent stability of the Chinese 
“Government. Pressed as China is from 
“evey side, and incapacitated from success- 
“ful resistance, as she always hitherto has 
“been, by defects in her Government and 
“institutions, I can well foresee she is con- 
“ fronted in the future by even greater dan- 
“gers then she has had to meet in the past. 
“ But our policy is and must be to prevent 
“her disruption so far as we can, and to 
“secure for her the fresh lease of life to 
“which her immense and magnificent re- 
“sources entitle her. We are therefore 
“opposed to the alienation of any Chinese 
“territory or the sacrifice of any part of 
“ Chinese independence. That is a policy 
“from which the Government have 
“abstained and which they _have no 
“desire to initiate. I can conceive of cir- 
+ cumstances arising in the future, circum- 
‘stances gravely affecting and perhaps 
“ seriously imperilling our interests in China, 
“ which might tempt us and even compel us 
“to depart from that attitude of reserve. 
“ But the seizure of Chinese territory, the 
alienation of Chinese territory, the usurp- 
“ation of Chinese sovereignty, is not 
“primarily any part of British policy ; and 
“it is not likely that that which we re- 
“ pudiate for ourselves we should regard 
“with a welcome eye if attempted by 
“ others.” Russia’s movements have, to use 
Mr. Curzon’s phrase, not been regarded 
with a welcome eye, but it is evident that 


_ it is not for the coercion of Rugsia that the 


_ tive rather than territorial. 


resent movements of the fleet are directed. 

as the time then already arrived, foreseen 
by the Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, when circumstances might tempt 
and even compel Great. Britain to depart 
from her attitude of reserve with regard to 
territorial acquisitions and the usurpation 
of Chinese sovereignty? The rectification 
of Hongkong’s boundaries will naturally be 
included in the settlement following upon 
the present negotiations, and possibly also 
the reoccupation of Chusan, but these, we 


imagine, will becomparatively minoritemsin 


the demands presented to China, which will 
be found to be commercial and administra- 
The time has 
come for the opening up of China and Great 
Britain is going to do the opening. If the 
Chinese Government has to be coerced into 


. acquiescence, the necessary coercion will be 


applied. Great Britain has had her oppor- 
tunities before, but has forborne to take ad- 


-vantage of them, hoping that after a little 


tient waiting and under the influence of 
iendly advice China would open spontane- 
ously. ‘That hope has not been realised and 
it. is recognised that the time for waiting is 


- -tiow over. Inthe speech from which we have 


already. quoted Mr. Curzon said :—“ Our 
belief is that the integrity of China is most 
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“likely to be secured by throwing open 
“China to the interests and intercourse of 
‘the whole world and not, so to speak, by 
“closing her into separate watertight com- 
‘partments, each bearing a separate label 
“or appellation of its own. The more 
“ Powers, the more civilized Powers, you in- 
“terest in China, the more likely you are 
“to be able to sustain her integrity and 
“ welfare.” China, we believe, is now about 
to be opened to the commerce of the whole 
world. It was promised some time ago that 
the inland waterways were to be opened to 
foreign trade and navigation in June, but to 
residents in the Far East, familiar with the 
delays and tergiversation of the Chinese Go- 
vernment and the absence of any effective 
machinery for the protection and regulation 
of foreign trade with the interior, the pro- 
mise seemed little more than a mere form 
of words. But the British Government 


‘appears to be in earnest in requiring the 


fulfilment of the promise, and will no doubt 
be found ready to supply all that is neces- 
sary in the way of administrative machinery. 
“We were the first people,’ says Mr. 
Curzon, “to unlock the door of China to 
“foreign trade. We were the first Power 
“to survey her coasts. We were the first 
“to drive away pirates from her seas. We, 
“indeed, were the first people to stud 
“the whole line of her’ coasts with ports 
“open to not only ourselves, but to the 
“commerce of the whole world. We were 
“the first people. to send steamers up her 
“ waterways, to build railways for her, to 
“exploit her mines, to carry into the 
“interior of the country over thousands of 
“miles the advantages of European com- 
“merce and European comforts. Let it 
“not be forgotten, too, that we were the 
“first Power to give to China the nucleus 
“of a pure administration at the same 
“time that we added a great annual 
“revenue to her treasury by instituting an 
“ Imperial Customs service in that country. 
“Tt may truly be said that, in so far as 
“China at the present moment is not in the 
* East an anachronism but has within it a 
“vital, living force, it is in the main 
“due to the action and initiative of this 
*“gountry.” The work that Great Britain 
has commenced she is prepared to carry on, 
and the mission of the fleet in the North at 
the present time is, if we are not much 
mistaken, to enforce the opening up of the 
country to foreign trade and the substitution 
of an honest administration of the internal 
Customs for the ancient squeeze system. 


THE CHINESE CONCESSIONS TO 
GREA1 BRITAIN. 
eg ee 
(7th April.) 

At last the object ofthe British negotiations 
with China and the recent movements of 
the fleet has been made known. The ac- 
quisition of Weihaiwei is a statesmanlike 
measure and an excellent offset to the 
Russian acquisition of Port Arthur. It 
places Great Britain in a strong position in 
the North and will effectually conserve our 
interestsin that region. Weihaiwei faces Port 
Arthur at the mouth of the Gulf of Pechihli 
and is cepable of being made an impregnable 
fortress. Even when it was defended only 
by Chinese the Japanese had considerable 
difficulty in subduing it.. From a military 
point of view it isan infinitely more desir- 
able station than Chusan, and if it is to Sir 
CLAUDE MacDonarp that we owe its ac- 
quisition that able Minister has served his 
country well. The move will not be wel- 
come to Russia, und was probably quite 
unexpected by her, but she can. have 
no right-to protest, and. would be power- 


_leas to make her protest effective should 


she wish to do so. Great. Britain’ has 
once more asserted herself and“has given 
convincing proof that she is ‘not. to 
be crowded out. It was Great Britain’s 
true policy not actively to oppose Russia’s 
acquisition of Port Arthur and the -exten- 
sion of her influence in Manchuria, unwel- 
come as that acquisition and extension might 
be, but to seek an equivalent advantage for 
herself. : 

In addition to leasing Weihaiwei to Great 
Britain China opens to trade the thred ports 
of Funing, Yochau, and Chinwang. Fun- 
ing isin Fokien, close by Samsah, which 
Germany had some thought of taking before 
she finally decided in favour of. Kiaochau. 
It has been made an open port probably to_ 
prevent its being seized by any other Power, 
rather than with the idea that it will become 
an important centre of trade, for as a com- 
mercial port it will probably rank no higher 
than Ningpo. Yochau is the port at the 
mouth of the Tungting Lake, the opening of 
which had been already promised. Chinwang 
isa port near Shanhaikwan, at the north-east- 
ern extremity of the province of Chibli, and 
will prove a barrier to the setting up of any 
commercial monupoly in that region, . 
whether by Russia or any other Power. Its 
establishment as a treaty port is a literal 
application of the doctrine of the open door. 
It will not only be an open door for foreign 
trade the closing of which by any one 
Power would be opposed by the general in- 
terest of the remainder, but it will also be. 
an open door for Peking and the metropoli- 
tan province during the winter months when 
Tientsin is closed by ice, being within an 
easy day’s railway journey of Peking. ; 

Substantial as are the advantages enu- 
merated in Reuter’s telegram we hope 
they do not, complete the tale. It can. 
hardly be supposed the opportunity has nut- 
been availed of to secure the rectification of 
Hongkong’s boundaries. Some further 
statement as to the recently promised open- 
ing of:the internal waterways to steam 
navigation would also be welcome. The 
opening of Yochau at the junction of the 
Tungting Lake with the Yangtsze is speci- 
fically mentioned, but what about Nanning 
and Posé on the West River? Are not 
these also to be opened? If, as Mr. Curzon 
said in his speech in the House of Commons 
on the 1st Marvh, “ the opening of internal 
“navigation on all rivers in China to 
“ British steamers from the middle of the 
“ensuing summer means that we shall be 
“able to take 
“British ships, not merely to the ports 
“recognised by treaty, but to every river 
“side town and station in the whole of the - 
“interior of China,” it follows that British 
ships can go to Yochau without any specific 
mention of that place in the treaty, and 
also to such places as Nanning and Posé, 
always supposing that there are no In- 
surmountable physical obstacles. On the 
West River transhipment might be 
required at some of the rapids, but if the 
river is really to be opened in its full 
extent’ to steam navigation it cannot be 
doubted that steamers will soon be plying. 
on its upper reaches as they now ply on its 
lower reaches. It would be satisfactory, 
however, to have some specific assurance, 
that that is really what is intended, 

AES 


{ 


The editor of El Diario, the oldest papor a | 


the Philippines, has just been Gar d the 
country, and is a passenger to Spain, his-native 
country, by the Espana, arriving at Singapore 
on the 30th March. The offence of which M. : 
Romero Salas has-been guilty is Pcs : 


articles which have. not been ‘passed by, the — 


Censor, which may be taken to mean; that. he 
spoke too plainly —Singapore Free Pree... 3: 


| April 9, 1888, 


British merchandise in - 


272 


the amount recovered as damages and 30 per 
cent. of the amount recovered for the loss of 
life. These terms were agreed to and the 
rties went. to Mr: Mounsey's office, where 
ong Chuk Lam took down the junk owner's 
statement. Two actions were brought against: 
‘the P. and O. Company, who paid altogether 
$2,000 as compensation. Of this amount Mr. 
be Mounsey, as solicitor for the plaintiff, received 
only $150, while Kwok Hin Tai received ’$900 

and Wong Chuk Lam $950. 
. In accordance with the application a case was 
stated, the first paragraph reading as follows :— 
“At the Police Court at Victoria, in this 
eolony, on the 6th day of November, 1897, an 
- information prepared by Francis Henry May, 
_Captain Superintendent of Police (hereinafter 
a called the respondent) against Pang Kun Chee 
208 (hereinafter called the appellant), under the 
- common law of England, charging for that he 
the appellant on or about the 8th day of April, 
z 1897, at Victoria, in this colony, unlawfully did 
- -commit the offence of champerty for that he 
; and one Wong Chunk Lam did agree with 
one Kwok Hin Tai to commence an 
action against the owners of the British 
steamship, Rosetta, in the name of the said 
Kwok Hin Tai, on condition that the said 
Kwok Hin Tai should pay to the said Pang 
Kun Chee and the said Wong Chuk Lam, 60 
per cent. of any amount that might be recovered 
on account of the said action, was heard and 
determined by me, the said parties respectively 
being then present, and upon such hearing the 
appellant was duly convicted before me of the 
said offence, and it was adjudged that he should 
pay a fice of 100 dollars and further be im- 
prisoned in the. Victoria Goal for a term of six 

weeks with hard labour.” 

Mr. Francis (instructed by Messrs. Wilkin- 
son and Grist) appeared for Pang Kun Chee 
and Mr, Slade (instructed by Messrs. Deacon 
and Hastings) for Wong Chuk Lam, the At- 
-torney-General, the Hon. W. M. Goodman 
(instructed by Mr. H. L. Dennys, Crown 
Solicitor) appearing for the Captain Superin- 
‘tendent of Police (the Hon. F. H. May). The 
case of Wong Chuk Lam was first heard. 

Mr, Slade mentioned the case as stated by 
the Magistrate and the points contained thereon 
for their Lordships’ consideration. He called 
attention to the fact that the point, “ Was the 
appellant rightly convicted of champerty—do 
the facté in point of law amount to champerty ?” 

had been omitted for some unknown reason from 
the amended case, and he asked the court to 
further amend the case. 
i Mr. Francis supported the application, and 
oa The Chief Justice said the Court would further 
ae _ amend by inserting as one of the questions for 
“ consideration, whether if champerty was a 
criminal offence in the colony the appellant was 
rightly convicted. 


& Mr. Slade, continuing, said he thonght it 
ee would be most convenient to take two of the 
oe questions—the first and the last—together, as 
2 they naturally ran together. Those questions 
were, shorily:—(1) What is the «crime of 
champerty? (2) Was the crime] of champerty 
& crime in England in 1843? Before he pro- 
ceeded to quote. any authority, he should like 
to refer to certain points which arose on the 
aspects of the case. The first point was this, 
that the,offence of which this appellant had 
been -found guilty was entering into an agree- 
ment—not an agreement to advance money 
to pay the costs of a-.suit which was 
then commenced, but to- pay the costs in 
a suit about to be commenced in considera- 
tion of ashare of anything that might be re- 
covered in the case. The appellant was not 
found -guilty of doing anything except enter- 
ing into an agreement prior to the commence- 
mezt of a suit. It was almost too easy a task 
to show that the offence -of champerty, what- 
ever it was, was not “entering intoan agreement.” 
_ This was-perfeotly clear, but his learned friend 
might argue that the case found rather more 
. than this. - On the case he had been guilty of 
“entering into an agreement,” and the Court 
~«. -was bound by the finding of the Magistrate; 
- - but-putting the worst construction on the find- 
‘ing of tho Magistrate he contended that the 
_ - appellant had not been found guilty of the crime 
: GE shawiaerty: . He had not.been found guilty of 
_ that crime, because what he had been found 
". gailty of was not champerty, and from no 

oo eee 
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possible interpretation of the facts as put 
before the Magistrate could le have been found 
guilty of champerty. There was no doubt about 
it that a collision happened. This claim was not 
a false claim. This junk was. run down and 
four lives lost. It was also found to be a fact 
that the owner of the junk came to Hongkong 
and sought out these two men to assist him in 
getting compensation. It was not as if Wong 
Chuk Lam went to him and stirred him up to 
bring a false charge against the P. & O. Com- 
pany. The man conceived that he had a just 
claim against the owners of the steamer Rosetta 
and took pains to get legal advice with the view 
to prosecuting his suit against the P. & O. Com- 
pany. Not only was there no suggestion that 
the suit was unfounded, but: that there was rea- 
sonable ground for bringing the action was 
proved by the fact that the P. and O. Company 
thoughtjit worth their while to settle it. - There 
was nothing to show that his client did anything 
beyond what it was his duty to.do as clork to 
Mr. Mounsey, who was the solicitor for this 
fisherman in his two suits against the P. and O. 
Company. What was the crime of champerty ? 
Their Lordships were asked in this matter to 
decida an exceedingly difficult question, for 
he might say that there was practically no 
proper authority whatever as to what was the 
crime of champerty. He conld state with- 
out fear of contradiction that after a most 
exhaustive search he found no reported case 
of a conviction for champerty or mainten- 
ance for the last’ 300 years, and from that he 
thought it would be fair to assume that no 
conviction for champerty or maintenance had 
been obtained in England for the last 300 years. 


The Chief Justice—Of course cases only get 
into the reports when there happens to be a 
reporter present und a legal point is ruised. 


Mr. Slade said he suggested that that 
was a reasonable deduction to draw from 
the absence of any report. 1t seemed to 
him, at any rate since the middle of last cen- 
tary, almost impossible that a case of criminal 
champerty indictment could have -been raised 
at home without the point of law being raised 
as to whether or not the facts constituted 
champerty. Since the middle of last cen- 
tury everything of interest from a legal point 
which had taken place in every court of record 
in England had been reported, the reports being 
made by lawyers, who were generally on the 
look out for interesting points of law, and the 
absence of any record as to any conviction for 
criminal champerty entitled one to'assume that 
at any rate for the last 150 years there had been 
no attempt to obtain a conviction for mainten- 
ance or champerty. Prior to 150 years ago it 
would be impossible perhaps to draw the same 
conclusion, as the reports were not as full and 
as carefully compiled as they had been since, 
but it would seem to be exceedingly unlikely 
‘that such au interesting trial would have been 
omitted from all reference in any law book 
during the last 300 years. There was no re- 
ference in any of the text books to any 
reported case of an indictment of cham- 
perly subsequent to the reign of Elizabeth. 
In one of the old black letter reports 
written in Norman French during the reign of 
Elizabeth there was a reference to an appeal of 
maintenance. Whether that was a criminal 
appeal or an appeal in chancery he was not pre- 
pared tosay. ‘his dearth of convictions, this 
dearth of criminal actions in reference to these 
two offences was remarkable. In respect to 
civil actions, the question as to what amounted 
to champerty or maintenance had come before 
the courts in comparatively modern times, and 
their Lordships would have some guidance as to 
what amounted to champerty or maintenance in 
acivil sense. He submitted that the offence of 
champerty might be fairly said to be obsolete. 
Offences which in former days would have been 
treated and furnished 25 champerty or main- 
tenance were now divided—such as bribery, 
intimidation of a judge, a judge guilty of not 
dealing properly with applicants who came be- 
fore him, a man who secured perjury, @ man 
who threatens a jury. Mr. Slade further argued 
this point, and then went on to deal at some 
length with the definitions of the crimes of 


authorities, 
' The hearing was adjourned. 


i 


maintenance and champerty given by different 
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Mr, Slade, continuing his argument, .con- 
tended that it was the perversion: of! justice 
which made the champerty, adding jthat. in 
neither of these two cases was there any proof 
that justice had been perverted. , 

The Attorney-General said he appeared for 
the respondent in this case because he thought 
that, for the honour of the legal profession in 
this colony, some effort should be made to 
check the nefarious practices of these “lawyer's 
touts,” and that it was-most important to ascer- 
tain whether the law of champerty was ‘still a- 
“ living doctrine,” such as Lord Coleridge had . 
declared the law of maintenance to be, in the 
case of Bradlaugh v Newdoegate, fifteen years * 
ago. It had been urged that the law of cham- 
perty, so far as champerty was an Offence, as 
opposed to a civil tort, was obsolete. That 
objection, however, may be- answered in the © 
words of Maxwell on Statutes, p..380, where it 
is stated: “ A law is not repealed by becoming 
obsolete ;” and the writer proceeds as fdllows :— 
“Thus trial by battle, with its oaths denying 
resort toenchantment, sorcery, or witchoraft, by 
which the law of God might be depressed and 
the law of the devil exalted, thourh the trial ~ 
by ‘grand assize, introduced by Henry IL, 
had practically superseded it for centuries, 
was still in force in 1819.’ Indeed, it was 
resorted to in Ashford v. Thornton, reported 
in’ 1, Barnwell and Alderson’s Reports, p 404; 
where William Ashford in 1818 appealed one 
Thornton for causing the death of the sister of 
Ashford, and “ wager of battle” was claimed, 
and the appellee pleaded not guilty, adding 
‘and I am ready to defend the same by my 
body,” and duly took off his glove and threw it 
on the floor of the Court. That law had been 
obsolete for centuries, for over six centuries 
since Henry the Second’s time, but it was 
found necessary to give effect to it, until it was 
formally repealed in 1819 by 59 George 
II., c 46. Itis no answer, therefore, to say a 
law is obsolete until it is formally repealed. 
The law therefore being in force in 1843 in 
England it is necessary to ascertain what that 
law is. For that purpose, the best course is to 
consult the leading text books of authority, but 
before dealing with the modern works it may 
be well to call attention toa passage in Haw- 
kins’ Pleas of the Crown, p 455. The writer 
asks “‘ What shall be said to amount-to an act 
of maintenance?” and proceeds: “It seemeth . 
clear that whosogver assists another with money 
to carry on his cause as by rataining one to be 
of counsel for him or otherwise bearing him 
ont in the whole or part of the expense 
of the suit, may properly be said to be 
guilty of an act of maintenance.” It is 
alleged the appellants did assist the junk 
owner not only by assisting him with money : oF 
but by practically carrying on his cause them-  =—=s-—s—s 
selves and annexing and pocketing more than 
half the compensation given to him. It is 
worth noting that in Pechell v. Watson, 8 
Meeson and Welsby, in 1841, Sergeant Bompass, 
who argued and took the point that assisting 
where no suit had actually been begun was not 
actionable, added “although it may be indict- 
able.” Indeed, the evil to be repressed is the 
interference of outsiders with legal claims in 
which they have no interest, and in which they 
have no concern. Interference, for the pur- 
pose of inciting to litigation and so that the — 
person interfering may rob the claimant of half 
of the result of the suit by sharing any com- 
pensation awarded is most injurious in its. 
tendency. It tends to promote perjury and 
strife. It is gambling in litigation, and an: 
outsider who has advanced money is not Jlikely' 
to be very particular as to the means he ‘takes - 
to win.” With Chinese “touts” -and Chinese 
witnesses such means are not unlikely to include . 
falso evidence. The tendency of the whole . — 
proceeding is subversive of justice,’ The.At- - | 
torney-General then commenced referring ‘to |: 
the authorities and contended. that the doctrine . ~ 
was correctly laid down in the second edition 
of Russell on crimes. eit ond 


April 6th.; 


“The Chief Justice, in delivering 
decided -that on the 5th: day-of .Ap 
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when the colony obtained a local legislature, 
champerty and maintenance were offences against 
the Common Law of England and that such 
Common Law was extended to Hongkong by the 
Bupreme Court Ordinance, 1873, as not being 
inapplicable to the local circumstances of the 
colony or its inhabitants. ‘The.Chief Justice, 
however, held that. to be guilty of champerty 
a person must be guilty of maintenance and the 
authorities quoted showed that it was not suf- 
ficient to pay money for the purpose of com- 
mencing a suit, but that there must be actual 
intervention in a suit already commenced to 


support a charge of maintenance and that the: 


Magistrate had not found asa fact in the case 
sent by him to the Court that the appellants had 
intervened after Mr. Mounsey had issued the 
writs against the P.&O.Company. Theonly fact 
found by the Magistrate as to this was that the 
appellants initiated the proceedings. The 
finding of the Magistrate would therefore be 
reversed and the conviction quashed. 

Mr. Justice Wise said that the appellants hd 
been concerned in a most iniquitous transaction 
but that the authorities shewed that mainten- 
ance upon which champerty depended must he 
supported by intervention in a depending suit 
and technically the case had not been brought 
within the law. 

Mr. Slade and Mr. Francis applied for costs. 

The Chief Justice said the question of costs 
was wholly in the discretion of the Court aud 
as the appellants had grossly defrauded a-poor 
ignorant man the Court would decline to give 
them any costs. 

7th April 


In. PRoBATE, 


Berons Sir Joun CARRINGTON 
_ (Cater Justice) 

Mr. M.J. D. Stephens represented Thérése 
Guissaniand Hannah Guissaui, beneficiares under 
the will of the late Francis Francis, otherwise 
Guissani, who prayed that the sum of 85,7278, 
and any interest which had accrued, might after 
payment of all costs in rolation to this applica- 


_ tion, be paid over to them in equal shares. Pur- 


suant to an order made by the Chief Justic.-on 
November 17th, 1897, notices were duly pub- 
lished in cortain newspapers in Vienna and in 
the Hongkong Daily Press fixing yesterday as 
the date of the petition. An affidavit was filed 
by the Registrar that no claims except those of 
the petitioners had up fo that date been made 
in respect of the amount’ cluimed. In conse- 
quence an order was made in the terms of the 
petition. . 


RONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE. 
—_ 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
. On 5th April the annual meeting of 
the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce 
was held at the rooms of the Chamber, City 
Hall, for the purpose of receiving the report of 
the committee and passing the secretary’s ac- 
counts for the year ended 31st December, 1897. 
Mr. R. M. Gray (Chairman) presided, and he 


" was supported by Messrs. Herbert Smith (vice- 


Chairman), G. B. Dodwell, N. J. Ede, A. Haupt, 
J.J. Bell-Irving, T. Jackson, N. A. Siebs, T’. 
H. Whitehead (Committee), and R. C. Wilcox 
(Secretary), There also present Messrs, Gran- 
ville Sharp, J. Thurbarn, G. T. Veitch, J. 
Barton, G. de Champeaux, W. Poate, A. M. 
Marshall, J: H. Lewis, P. Jordan, G. Stewart, 
J. MoKie, 8. 8. Benjamin, H. Cook, J. M. Beat- 
tie, J. R. Michael, B. L. Batliwara, F. 1D. 
Sethna, B. Byramjee, A. J. Raymond, P. 


’ Bachse, eto. 


The SH@RETARY read the notice convening 
the meating. 

The CHainmAn—According to our usual 
practice with your consent I will first confirm 
the minutes of the last annual meeting. 

THE CHAIRMAN S ADDRESS. 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlémen. In ac- 
cordance with our usual custom I propose th_t 
the report of the committee and the Secretary's 
accounts, which have been in your hands for 
upwards of a fortnight, be taken as read. The 
report, as you will notice, touches on a fairly 
wide range of subjects, many of which require 
no further comment from me. We have not in 
every instance progressed with] the rapidity 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


which we might desire, mcro especially in regard 
to questions affecting trade with the interior of 
China; but even here some advance has been 
made and it is becoming apparent that the 


. Chinese nation, after marking time in the march 


of events for centuries, will sooner or later have 
to fall in to quick step with hor neighbours. 
That this may come with despatch is devoutly 
to be wished, but whether the result be imme- 
diate or not, it is evident that affairs in the 
empire of China are undergoing a transforma- 


| tion which radically affects the position of trade, 


and will mark an epoch in history. That the 
financial necessities of the Government will 
prove to be the true key to open the door of 
this country to increased freedom of trade by 
-the alteration of the present provincial fiscal 
system seems more than probable, and once the 
multiplication of taxes in the interior is abo 
lished, there is every reason to expect an in- 
creased volume of foreign trade. What we 
want, and what we must strive to obtain, isa 
fixed reasonable tariff of inland taxation, so that 
we shall know where we stand, and our mer- 
chandise not be subject to the capricious exac- 
tions of every provincial official. It may seem 
invidious to ascribe the development of trade 
with China to ‘this cause rather than to the 
desire for carrying out her treaties made with 
foreign powers, but the masterly methods so 
Jong employed by tho officials to evade some 
of the terms of these treaties are so well 
known that it would be idle to refuse to re- 
cognise the real mainspring of the pre- 
sent changing attitude, This is no dis- 
paragement of our diplomatic and .consular 
representatives. Quite the contrary. They hare 
been extremely acitve and energetic during the 
year in taking up all questions relating to foreign 
trade, and if the wind in Peking sets in this 
direction they may be depended upon to take full 
advantage of it. I would particularly refer to 
the exertions of Sir Claude’ MacDonald in 
Peking, who, while advancing our interests, is 
undoubtedly at the same since rendering good 
service to the country to which he is accredited. 
We have to thank him for the promptitude with 
which he has attended to our commnnications 
on the lekin question, and for having favourably 
considered our views when we addressed him. 
Wei aro also much indebted to Mr. Brenan, 
H.M. Consul-General in Canton, for his advice 
and assistance, which he has been always ready 
to give, and which have greatly aided the 
Committee in arriving at conclusions on various 
occasions when we appealed to him. In local 
questions: our efforts have met with some suc- 
cess, though perhaps not of a showy description. 
First in order of these is the reduction of the 
light dues to the amount levied before the 


imposition of the special Gap Rock light tax.. 


As you may remember, our late Governor, 
before whom at the time loomed a probable 
deficiency in the Budget, was inclined to listen 
to the voice of the charmer, and, while pro- 
fessedly redeeming his ‘predecessor’s pledge to 
to the colony .by abolishing the special tax, 
to retain its substance by re-Imposing if in the 
form of a permanent addition to the light 
dues. Fortunately for the colony the Secretary 
of State recognized the good policy of honestly 
redeeming the unconditional promise made by 
Sir William Des Vooux. Mr. Chamberlain has, 
however, left the door open to an increase of 
taxation on shipping should the financial state 
of the colony be justified in requiring it, and 
it behoves this Chamber, unless it should 
entirely alter ifs present v: .:, to be prepared 
io meet any attempt in the future to under- 
mine the freedom of the port by the levy of 
taxes on shipping in any shape or form. ‘hat 
this colony should take a retrograde step of this 
description when our neighbours in Macao have 
wisely abolished port dues would indeed be an 
anomaly. You will see that we have had some 
correspoudence with the Naval Authorities 
in reference to the seaward extension of the 
Royal Naval Dockyard. We were glad to 
receive assurance that this reclamation will not 
affect the fairway, and that if there is any 
serious silting up along the New Praya the 
Admiralty will probably apply a remedy. We 
had hoped for a definite promise in reference to 
the latter contingency, whi-h we have reason to 
think extremely likely to occur, and we still 
hope that Commodore Holland’s conditional 
expression on this point will be fully redeemed 
if necessary. Another subject not remote from 


_As you are aware, the Committee i 
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the foregoing is the arrangement and erection 
of the new Government piers along the Praya, 


November 
last, responding to an invitation from the 


Government, nominated Mr. Ede to represent 


the Chamber on the Special Committee ap- . 
pointed to consider and report on this question. 
Mr. Ede, with his usual readiness to serve 
the public interests, consented to undertake the 
duty, and I learn from him that the Committee 
have made the following recommendations to 
the Government :—1]. That Murray Pier remain 

as it is. 2. That an open pier be built 120 
feet long by 25 wide opposite the road leading - 
to the Queen's Statue (Wardley Street). 3. 
That the present pier at end of Icehouse Street 
will not be required when the Queen's Pier and 
Pedder Street Pier are built. 4. That the new | 
Pedder Street Wharf be constructed with a 
solid base utilising the masonry already fixed 
and from that base an open pier be built 200 
feet long and 40 feet wide. 5. That if it be - 
contemplated to remove tha present clock tower, 

it be rebuilt of a suitable design on the base of 
the Pier. 6. That in view of the advanced ~ 
state of Pottinger Street Wharf and the cost 
of removing the soli¢amasonry already in posi- 
tion that wharf be cdmpleted on the original 
design. 7. That in view of the pressure of 
native craft along the sea wall no further Go- 
yernment Wharves bd erected between Pottin- 
ger Street and Nam Pak Hong Wharf except 
the Harbour Master's Pier. 8. That an open 
pier be built 60 feet long and 25 feet wide 
opposite Fronch Street. The Chamber were 
called upon by Government to give their © 
opinion upon a proposal by the Medical 
Officer of Health for a systematic medical 
inspection of all vessels entering the wa- 
ters of this colony, the outcome of s recom. 
mendation from the Local Government Board. - 
Your Committee, while generally opposed to 
such a schema, which seemed to them unwork- 
able, considered that it would be better to first 
obtain an independent opinion from. the ship- . 
ping interest, and referred the matter to a 
committee of gentlemen all of whom were 
intimately associated with the shipping trade. 
Their report, which was decidedly adverse to 
the project, was adopted and forwarded to the 
Government and it is satisfactory that as a - 
result no attempt has been made to introduce a 
cumbrous and more or less costly piece of 
machinery which we.do not consider could have 
proved effectual for the purpose. Although 
Jast year the colony suffered less from quaran- 
tine restrictions at other ports than has been 
the case of late years, it is much to be regretted - 
that the same cannot be said of the prosont 
time, and that restrictive measures are being 
adopted on all sides against ns on account of | 
the plague, which so far only exists in a 
sporadic form. The storm warnings in use 
last year did not prove satisfactory, They 
had been the means, not so much of giving 
warning to mariners of disturbances af a 
distance, which is specially desired, as of 
creating premature alarm among the Chinege 
boating population, who were scared into seek- , 
ing a refuge directly the signals were hoisted, 
and thereby the work in the harbour was 
unnecessarily interrupted. Acting ona general 
conceusus of opinion your committee suggested 

a return to the meteorological signals formerly 
in use, and the Government, I-am glad to say, - 
promptly accepted the Chamber's suggestion. 
One more matter connected with marine I~ 
would notice and that is the Pinnacle Rock 
Fund, the primary idea for utilizing which was 
by means of the officers of H,M. vessels which 
might be engaged in surveying the coast, but 
since the year 1891 there has not been one go. 
employed aud as the fund was thus assuming . 
the position of the talent hidden in a napkin, 
your committee considered it time to take other \ 
steps for its practical use, and accordingly en- 
tered into arither voluminous. correspondence 
with the British Consuls and Commissioners of 
Customs at the various Treaty Ports in _ 
Southern China, asking for their assistancein 
offering rewards for information. Onur hearty .. 
thanks are due to these gentlemen for having _ 
entered cordially into the scheme, It is to be : . 
hoped that this new departure will bear fruit... 
presently in the discovery of some of those hid-  - 
den dangers to navigation which now. and . 
again cause serious and unforeseen disaster. — 
There is one question on which I regret.to say - 


" 
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we have nothing definite ‘to lay before you, 
though it is #matter of great local importance, 
allude toademand made on this colony for a 
‘largely increased contribution to the mail sub- 
sidy.- As you are aware, a sub-committee con- 
sisting of the Vice-Chairman and Messrs. Ede 
and Whitehead consented to make a report to 
the General Committee and thoroughly threshed 

_ out tho question, marshalling a strong array 
of argamente proving the unfairness of the 
grounds on which the proposed addition to our 
contribution was based. A despatch embody- 
ing the major part of their report was sent to 
the Government to be forwarded home, and so 
far, I am sorry to say, nothing heyond a bare 
acknowledgment of its receipt has reached us, 
but we shall be well content if the arguments it 
contained have proved convincing at the Trea- 

. Considerable correspondence on the 
registration of trade marks in this colony 
ensyed on reference to the Chamber by Govern- 
ment of a suggestion by a Manchester firm to 
the effect that some geueral scheme of registra- 
tion applicable to the whole of the British 
Empire should be undertaken, which your Com- 
mi were unable to endorge, as itis put ont of 
court by the great attendant expense. As an 
outcome, however, the Chamber were enabled to 
obtdin an opinion from the Attorney-General as 
to the relative valae of home and colonial regis. 


tration, which should prove useful data in the fn. | 


ture. Frequent complaints have been made of the 
working of the Post Office Whether it be that 
the staff is inadequate or the accommodation 
insufficient the fact. remains that the servivce 
needs improvement and itis to be hoped that 
the Government will take the matter seriously 
in hand. ‘Turniug from questions of local 
interest to those affecting trade with China, 
we have first cause for congratulation in the 
opening of the West River to-foreign trade and 
navigation, which took place on the 4th June 
last. It is-of course too early yet to speak 


very. decidedly as to results, but that this is a 
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move in the right direction and will eventually 
largely benefit trade there is no room to donbt. 
Meanwhile it is satisfactory to hear the report 
that this was merely the prelude to the opening 
up. of all the inland waterways of China to 
foreign commerca, and which if carried out in 
its entirety will concede trade facilities hitherto 
unhoped for. Tho uso of transit passes has now 
become general in the south of China, and 
although cases have occurred calling for con- 
gnisr intervention, there has been much less 
friction than might have beén expected, and it 
“js now given out under the authority of the 
foreign Customs that merchandise may be sold en 
route with the observance of ordinary formalities, 
instead of being required to be taken to the 
destination named on the pass. Thus another 
obstacle to trade has been withdrawn and has 


made the air cléarer, but what stands in our. 
* way now is the Tso-li or destination tax, which 


is practically an undefined quantity and may 
be exacted on goods arriving at their 
destination - under transit pass or otherwise, 
Your -Committee have recently received a 
despatch from H. M. Consul-General at Canton, 
stating that the Canton authorities have sup- 
plied him with a tariff of the lekin charges 
at the 49 lekin stations in the Kwangtung 
Province, and that the Tso-li tax on most 
foreign imports is 2 per cent. ad valorem, but 
as there is no machinery for collecting this tax 
-at other destinations, there is evident ground 
for presumption that irregularity may be 

ractised in the collection. Such things as the 
illegal monopoly erected last May in Kwangsi, 
“when -the authorities farmed out to a native 
syndicate of merchants the right to lekin on 
matches and kerosine, will probably not trouble 


_ us again for some time. On having its altention 


drawn to;-the question by a complaint from 
Messrs. Arnhold, Karberg and Co. your Com- 


_ mnittee at jonce addressed the British Consul in 


’ Canton on! the subject, protesting against that 
- privilege as a breach of treaty rights. and ask- 
ing for full information before addressing the 
British Minister at Peking. ‘Thanks, however, 
to the Consular energy displayed in Canton, 
the farm was first suspended and then definitely 
‘abolished without necessity for further action 
on the'part of the Chambar. "We may hope, too, 
that before long even the preferential duties 


- - by which the Hoppo of Canton curtails the 
_ earnings of foreign ‘ steamers qo the river will 


oa 


~ 
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become a thing of the past. Up to the present 
all action has been unproductive of result in 
this matter owing to the Tsung-li Yamen’ 
insisting upon documentary: proof of the 
practice, though they must be perfectly aware 
that such proof is virtually unobtainable. 
Signs are not wanting that the system of in- 
ternal taxation in. China is’pbout to undergo a 
great revolution, and it ia’ to be hoped that 
among other changes the plan of maintaining 
two rival customs services will soon be a thing 
of the past. An appeal was made a few months 
ago by a Hongkong trader for assistance in pre- 
senting a claim upon the Canton Authorities 
for loss suffered through the intervention of 
the local officials at Fuchuen in Kwangsi. Mr. 
Watts had purchased some coal. as an experi- 
mental cargo from the reputed owner of the 
mine in Kwangsi, dnd left for Canton in the 
belief that it would be duly delivered. But the 
coal was not forthcoming, owing to the action 
of the authorities. Mr. Brenan repeatedly ap- 
plied to the Viceroy for an explanation from 
the Fuchuen officials, and only within the Jast 
few days we learn that the explanation given 
by the Fuchuen Magistrate is that the coal 
was not the property of the seller. Just before 
coming to the meeting I have seen the copy of 
a letter from Mr. Watts making further pro- 
test to the Consul and the case remains open. 
Much as it would have pleased your Committee 
to be able to co-operate with the Singapore 
Chamber of Commerce, we were unable to com- 
ply with their invitation in August last to do 
so in taking action to secure fixity of exchange, 
by suggesting some alteration in the existing 
currency to the Government. There seems to 
have been great difference of opinion in the 
Singapore Chamber jon this complex problem 
of the silver question; but here we conld feal 
none as far as the standard is concerned, as it 
is quite impractical to effect a divorce from the 
currency of China, where our main trade lies 
and with whom we are in such close proximity. 
The proposal was, however, carefully weighed 
and considered at a special meeting of the Com- 
mittee called for that purpose and a reply in ac- 
cordance was made to the Singapore Chamber. 
The thanks of the Chamber are again due to its 
representative in the| Legislative Council for the 
energy and vigilance/with which he iis watched 
over the interests of|the colony generally, wore 
especially in the matter of the light dues, the 
military contribution, and the cost of adminis- 
tration. These andj other questions in which 
the welfare of the colony and the promotion of 
trade are bound up, jwill, we may be sure, al- 
ways be taken a deep interest in by Mr. White- 
head. There have [been few changes in the 

the year. Mr. Michaelsen, 
who had for some eleven years given most will- 


‘ing and efficient seryice, resigned in December, 


as he was leaving ithe colony, and Mr. Haupt 
was invited to fill the vacancy. It will be ne- 
cessary for you to-day to electa new Committee, 
All the outgoing Cpmmittee have consented to 
serve if elected. THe roll of members has been 
still further increased, five new members having 
joined since last meeting, and their election will 
require confirmation at this meeting. On the 
other hand the Chamber has lost two members. 
A further improvement is apparent, I am glad 
to say, in the finances of the Chamber. We 
have now a sum of $4,000 on fixed deposit, and 
have’ carried forward a credit balance of 
$1,473.62. Under! these circumstances and, 
seeing. that the ‘work of the Chamber is 
steadily increasing, your Committee, at the com- 
mencement of the current year, considered that 
they were justified in making a long needed 
improvement in the salaries of the Secretary and 
clerk. (Applause.): I should like here to ac- 
knowledge the able services of our Secretary, 
whose time is now more called upon by the in- 
creased duties, and who by giving that time is 
able to get the business of the Chamber more 
promptly attended to. (Applause.) I think, 
gentlemen, I haveinow tonched upon all ques- 
tions calling for special observations from me, 
and have purposely refrained from alluding to 
the political situation, which is somewhat in- 
volved. Before proposing the adoption of the 
report and the accpunts, the Committee will be 
glad to hear any discussion on the various mat- 
ters that have been dealt with, or to hear any 
views on other subjects which’ members may 
“Wish to present. (Applause.) 


MR, GRANVILLE SHARP. AND THE LIGHT ... 
DUES. wags ei 
Mr. Granvinien 


reports: which the committee has presented to - 


us. The present is no exception to the'rule. / 


The committees has been vigilant, assiduons, * 
and devoted and our Secre has shown him- 
self just as good at writing letters as he did | 
erstwhile in writing leaders. There is in tho . 
opening paragraph of the report, which I ‘will - 
confine the few remarks I make to, a passage 
which has attracted my attention. In referrin 

to the relief which the shipping has experien 

by direction of the Right Hon. the "Recrotary 


of State for the Colonies, the paragraph closes — 


thus :-— Bearing in mind, however, that: the 
principle of having resort to‘ light dues’ for 
purposes of general revenue in any case of 
urgent necessity has been endorsed by the 
Secretary of State, it will be necessary for this 
Chamber to keep a watchful eye on this 
question in the future.” I turn over.to fihd 
out what the Secretary of State had said, and- 
I find that in tho last paragraph of his letter 
he writes thus :— I desire to add that if. at 
any time hereafter urgent necessity should 
arise for inupreasing the general revenue 
I should be prepared to consider any proposal 
for again raising the ‘shipping dues,’ as I have 
no reason to think that the present charge has 
borne very hardly on the shipping interests.” 
This was dated the 17th of March, 1897, and I 
believe is the only expression we have from 
Mr. Chamberlain upon the subject. He does 
not refer to the duty arising from light dues. 
He speaks of “shipping dues,” and there I 
think the great difficulty of apprehending the 
matter has arisen. This shipping “ light” has 
been fanned and ventilated until it has shone so 
brightly that it has dazzled and perplexed 
those who have tried to examine into the ques- 
tion, and I am sorry that the term has been 
used, because I do not think it is applicable to 
the point. Our recent Governor, Sir William 
Robinson, and the members of the Legislative 
Council were all united as to the matter of the 
light dnes—that the complaint, if it may so be 
called, of the shipping was quite well founded, 
and iL-.t there was no reason, now that the Gap - 
Rock Lighthouse was finished, for the continn- 
ance of therate. The sting of the matter, as far 


as the committee seem concerned,isin the head— 


the leading paragraph of their report. The sting 


as far as the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain . 


is concerned seems to be in the tail—in the con- 
cluding words of his rejoinder, and both parties 
—the committes and the Minister for the 
Colonies—seem to agree very fairly upon one 
point, and that is that the matter is not finally 
settled. The quéstion seems to be not whether 
one cent or two and a half cents is to be levied 
upon shipping in Hongkong, but whether 
everybody who is interested in the colony 
should bear a share in its support—this 
large staff of Government officials who have ~ 
to be well paid, the enormous army of 
police, and these essential public works, to say - 
nothing of the contribution we have. to make 
for the defence of this pied de terre, this foot- 
hold, this refuge for shipping in the Far Hast, 
and this place for the centralisation of our 
troops. I cannot believe that this memorial of 
the shipping class was intended asa real and 
bona fide conplaint against the levying cf two. 


and a half cents per ton. I believe it was a . 


protest on their part against the—if I may use 
the word—extravagance which has characterised 
some departments of the Government in the past 
and the fear on their part thatif this two and a: 
half cents was fixed as the light dues there would 


be presently another cent and another on the. ~ 
top of that as exigency might arise. At present: - 


in Hongkong all is smooth sailing. Our-shares 


areata good price; property is fairly maintained; © , 


business, I understand, is good; and there is’ 
peace around; but may we not feel that this 
aspect of affairs may be altogether and very. 
suddenly changed? May we-not have a large. 


addition to the necessary expenditure not only... ¢. 
of the Imperial Government but of-the. colony... 
in an addition—a very considsrable addition—.~ 
to the troops which we have in this ‘island,-*-- 
and is it the time for us ‘to be qnestion-. ~ 


ing and grumbling and guarding : against 


Swarr said—Mr: Chair. : 
man and gentlemen. On former occasions: at :* 
these annnal meetings I have had plessure in -- 
referring to the clear, succinct,-and vigorous :: 
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one another in reference to taxation instead | he romarks~-in the memorandum, that the 


_of our all*standing shoulder to shoulder ready 
to psy not two and a half cents per ton but 
25-cents per ton if necessary for the pro- 
tection of the British EmpireP We see 
16 .Chinese run away with a ton of granite. 
How are they able to do it.P ‘Sixteen 
Englishmen could not do it—nor 26. It is 
by their patient application, each one bearing 
his own bandon, and to their ingenuity in so 
distributing that burden, so that it shall fall 
fairly upon all. I called upon the Harbour 
; to ask him a few 
questions. He pulled out of his desk a 
paper which I have never seen before, and 
which I suppose very few in the colony 
have seen—a paper which was provided by him 
for submission to the Commission which 
was appointed to investigate the charges upon 
shipping, and which I really think ought to 
have been laid upon the table of the Legislative 
Council, and T hope sincerely that one of tha 
unofficial members will ask that Captain 


* Rumsey’s memorandum of July, 1897, upon this 


important question may be published In the 
margin Inoteda pencil memorandum, “ Empress 
steamer, 450 feet radius, 900 feot diameter, 
636,174 square feet.” I said, “ What is that?” 
'* Oh,” he said, “She goes round and takes up 
14 acres in the harbour.” “Ob,” I said, “ And 
what does she pay?” “Thirty dollars,” he 
replied. “Thirty dollars for three weeks ?” 
LTasked, ‘“ Well,” he replied, it is two weeks one 
half year and three weeks the other.” Thirty 
dollars for three weeks, that seems very little. 
Any remark I make must not be in the least 
degree taken as hostile or unfriendly to the 
Empress steamers. The Empress steamers and 
the C. P. R. once saved my life. I was dying 


_ when 1 left Montreal and when I got to Hong- 


4 


kong I was all right. (Laughter.) The space 
available for shipping is 1,446 acres. I say that 
that’ acreage is worth $20,000 an acre. The 
‘land on this side is worth 88 a foot. On the 
other side it is worth $2 foot, and between 
should be worth $5 afoot. You may say it is 
not reclaimed. No; if so it would be spoiled 
for anchorage, but I say it is worth at least 
$20,000° an acre and it is the only ‘cap‘tal 
which the colony possesses except stones. 
Twenty thousand dollars an acre would give us 
$80,000,000, which certainly ought to bring us 
in three per cent. That is $900,000. We 
use the harbour as well as the ships. Let 
us out the amount in two and take off $450,000. 
Nine million tons of shipping would just give 
five cents a ton, not two and a half cents, not 
one cent but five contsaton. I hope that the 
urgent necessity to which Mr. Chamberlain 
refers may not arise. I believe from what I hear 
that we shall be able to sustain the withdrawal 
of the one and a half eents without putting any 
further taxation on the colony—(hear, hear)— 
because we are in a good condition, buf an 
urgent necessity may arise. Thon again, what is 
the value of the shipping which comes annually to 
this colony? Captain Rumsey said that in 1896 it 
was valued approximately at 80 millions sterling. 
This now yields to us about £5,000 or 14d in the 
£100, versus property in the colony worth 
£4,000,000 sterling, upon which we pay-about 
£50,000 per annum in taxation, or 2,000 times 
as much as the shipping does. I believe the time 
will come when the condition of the poor in 
this colony will have to be taken into account. 
The second and third class people are multiply- 
ing very rapidly indeed, and if manufactures 
are to prosper here we must find a home for 


 g multitude of poor people. People have to 


-live here upon $50 a month. I find, and I be- 
lieve many of you find, it much easier to 
spend $50 a day than $50 a month and 
if people are to be taxed for overything 
what is to become of the poor people at 
‘Kowloon who live in 25 dollar a month houses, 
and what about some of the poor men who live 
in some of my houses at 54d a week? And they 
are taxed. Mr. Chapman runs after them, puts 
down their number, and collects $1.56 from them 
in the course-of the year. 
boat Company, that excellently managcd 
company which is the admiration of us all, 
pays for 1,500,000 tons 1,700 dollars, whilst it 
pays the Canton Government about $17,000. 
Captain Rumsey said the line of inducement 
which we should hold out should be not so 
‘much nothing to pay as something to earn, 
and it is certainly most extraordinary, as 


The Canton Steam- | 
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and August, 1894; in the’ Colonial Surgeon’s” 
report on the epidemic of ‘bubonic plaguo- 
dated March, 1895; and in the ‘report: _ 
of the Medical Officer. of Health = for. . 
1896. -But the sanitary reform - neces-~"-: 
sary to render-the port clean and healthy has: - 
not yet been effected. The work should: be: 
undertaken forthwith, done thoroughly. irre.’ 
spective of the cost in money, because until it is. 
effected ‘‘ we shall never make any real.perman- - 
ent progress towards immunity from filth and. 
disease.” Your new Committee should keep. 
the Government alive to the dangers to public. 
life and property to be apprehended from a con- - 
tinuance of the plague and should leave no 
stone unturned until Hongkong is. rendered. 
an uncongenial abode for the plague bacilli. 
There are advocates who recommend a ‘gys- - 
tematical medical inepeoson of all vogsels.:-. 
entering the waters of the colony, and such: 
inspection could no doubt be [carried out, but . 
without proper surveillance would the system - 
prove effective P When the Chinese are ill they 
will not venture to come to Hongkong. They - 
are afraid of the wholesome treatment extended 
here to plague patients. The incubation period. 
of plague is usually from three to six days, the 
limit is ten days, and it appears to me that in 
view of the large nymber of Chinese arriving - 
daily in the colony from Canton, Macao, and 
the mainland, that effective surveillance over so 
large a number of persons, may be 5,000 or . 
6,000 or more, is really not practicable, In 1894. 
medical inspection wag in force here, but I~ 
understand no plague cases were thereby de- 
tected. Out of every twelve cases now dis- 
covered I am credibly informed that about nine 
or ten are found dead, which shows that the 
search for cases is very ineffective, Tho 
remedy is in the hands of the Government, 
who should at once authorise the requisite: . 
increase in. the Sanitary Staff, takeimmediate 
steps to put the city into a thoroughly sanitary 
condition, and render Hongkong as far as 
human energy and ingenuity can make it the 
reverse of a congenial habitation for the plague - 
bacillus. While this task is being accomplished 
the question of medical inspection and the stop- 
page of immigration should be studied, carefully 
reconsidered, and grappled with in the light of 
more recent experiences. The demand made 
by the Imperial Government in the beginning 
of last year for an increased colonial contribu- 
tion to the mail subsidy was on 27th February, 
1897, referred to a sub-committee composed of 
Mr. Herbert Smith, Mr. N. J. Edo, and myself, 
as it was impossible for your committee to pro- - 
nounce an opinion on so important a matter. 
without further imformation than was then, on ~ 
ist’ March, 1897, before them. The sub-com-- 
mittee made due enquiry, studied the subject, 
and fully considered despatches and papers on 
the question, but were unable to obtain 
from the Imperial through the Colonial Gov: 
ernment a statement shewing the weight 
of mail matter carried and the gross re- 
venue derived by each of the following govern: . 
ments:—The Imperial Government, the Indian . 
Government, and the various Colonial Govern- 
ments, from mail matter carried by the English 
mail service under the subsidy contract with the... 
British Government for the year ending 31st: 
March, 1896. The refusal to supply the infor- 
mation we asked for is ominous and I conclude 
that the statement would have shewn the de- 
mand of the Home Government to be unfair, _ 
unreasonable, and iniquitous, and an imposition . - ' 
so monstrously unjust that for the present ithas . 
been abandoned. The Committee’s reply; dated ~~ 
5th June last, to the Government was based on - 
information and material supplied in the Sub- 
Committee’s report, which report has not been ~ 
published as usual, thoughit contains nothingofa ~~ 
confidential nature. In view of the possibility of © 
the internal waters of China being partially 
opened to foreign trade and steam navigation ~ 
at no very distant date it is desirable that this. ~. 
Chamber should keep alive to the importance - 
and to the necessity of the maintenanco of the. =. 
freedom of commerce in the markets ofthe: . 
adjoining Empire still largely undeveloped. —: 

As an evidence that other Chambers are awak 
to the vast changes which are taking place ‘IT 
-may here quote the memorial addressed: to’ the 
oe of the United States on 3rd Feb 


“eho Chamber of Commerce of the Stat 
-New York beg leave respectfully to represen 
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influential companies, those magnificent and 
wealthy corporations, should actually say and 
believe that the} effect of light dues will be 
to exclude certain ships from the harbour. 
What ships Tal be excluded? Why, if .any 
ships will be excluded it qill be the tramps, so 
that the infant companies will be able to 
get better rates and obtain the means to pay 
off the trifling amount whfch will keep the 
tramps away. Tho estimates will be prepared 
next October, but I may not then have returned 
to the colony. I therefore venture to hope you 
will excuse me for putting these views before 
yon, as I shall not then have the opportunity to 
say anything. But I do think it is a matter 
which the influential shipping people of Hong- 
kong may well reconsider. I have great pleasure 
in proposing the adoption of this voluminous, 
most valuable, well-considered, and well-written 
report. (Applause.) 


SPEECH BY THE HON, T, H. WHITEHEAD, 


Hon. T. H. WurtenzaD—Mr. Chairman, 
Let me offer you my hearty congratulations on 
the able and exhaustive address which you have 
just delivered. I earnestly hope that members 
may huve the good fortune to listen to 
many more such Inucid speeches from their 
Chairman in the future. I will not: 
detain the meeting so long as the last 
speaker, Mr. Sharp, has done with the. few 
remarks I have to make. Before the report 
and accounts are passed I desire to again point 
out, as I did at last year’s annual meeting, that 
it is very essential the committee to be elected 
to-day should see to it that the Government 
does not longer delay effecting much needed 
and indispensable sanitary reforms, as plague is 
unhappily again in our midst. I then quoted 
from a well considered minute written by Mr. 
Ede some time previous, which reads —“ Unless 
some well considered scheme be adopted to 
abate overcrowding, to resume, lay ont, rebuild 
on new principles, at least the worst section of 
the town, we shall never make any real 
permanent progress towards immunity from 
filth and disease;” and I said, “The emasculated 
Sanitary Board still with us has rendered and 
ig rendering excellent service, but the law 
now in existence does not give the Board 
the power to compel landlords to do what 
is essential and necessary. Though the 
Board applied in August, 1896, to have the 
Public Health Ordinance further amended, Go- 
vernment so far have delayed giving the powers 
required.” The Commission appointed in 1896 
to enquire into the existence of insanitary pro- 
perties in the colony, &c., sent in their report 
to Government some time ago, but so far no 
action appears to have been taken thereon. 
We know the sad and bitter experience which 
Bombay is again passing through, and speaking 
at the annual meeting of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce last month the Chairman said 
“that the composition of Burra bazaar (or the 
portion of Calcutta in which the native 
traders and dealers carry on their business) 
is 75 per cent. of masonry, 15 per cent. 
roadway, and :10. per cent. court-yards and 
other dpen spaces, a condition of things 
which is infinitely worse than in any other 
civilised town in the world.” It is to be feared 
Hongkong in little if any better than Calcutta, 
as it appears from a tabulated statement pre- 
pared by the Medical Officer of Health that 
“not more than about 18 per cent. of the 
Chinese dwellings in the Ci‘; of Victoria can 
be regarded as'in a fairly good sanitary con- 
dition.” There are very many insanitary 
properties, many dwellings which in their 
present condition are unfit for human habita- 
tion; the back portions of a number of the 
houses are dark, ill-ventilated, extremely dirty, 
and in some cases are mere dens of filth or 
hotbeds of disease. The attention of the 
Government kas again and again been urgently 
directed to the jinsanitary state of the ‘city—in 
the Colonial Surgeon’s reports of 1874 and 1875 
ordered by the House of Commons to be printed 
in 1881; in cob Osbert Chadwick’s report on 


the sanitary condition of Hongkong presented 
to both Houses of Parliament in August, 
1882, and anbther repcrt by him dated. 
July, 1890; inl the report of the Permanent 
Committee of| the Sanitary Board dated 
‘June, 1894; the reports of the Com- 
mittee on ae the Chinese dated July-. 
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“That there are important changes now 
going on in the relations of European powers to 
the Empire of China affecting the territory of 
that Empire, and to that extent affecting 
the _ privileges enjoyed under existing 


treaty rights by American citizens trading in | 


‘and with China. ; 

“That the trade of the United States to 
China is now rapidly increasing, and is destined, 
with the further opening of that country, to 


- assume large proportions unless arbitrarily de- 


barred by the action of foreign governments, 
the exports from the United States to China 
and Hongkong, as far as they can be traced, 
having grown from $8,117,059 in 1893 to 
$17,978,965 in 1897.” 

“That, in view of the changes threatening 
to future trade development of the United 
States in China, the Chamber of Commerce of 
the State of New York respectfully and ear- 
nestly urge that such proper steps be taken as 
will commend themselves to your wisdom for 
the prompt and energetic defence of the exist- 
ing treaty rights of our citizens in China, and for 
the preservation and protection of their import- 
ant commercial interests in that Empire.” 

The time has come when the opening up of the 
magnificent resources of the Celestial kingdom 
to the trade of the world cannot be much longer 
delayed if the integrity of China is to bersus- 
tained and the welfare of her people promoted. 

‘Never in the history of the Far East has there 
been greater need to strain every nerve to fully 
and completely safeguard our markets and 
develop new ones in the cause of civilisa- 
tion. The example set by the New York 
Chamber of Commerce should he imitated by 
the Chambers of Commerce throughout the 
Far East, as each has a direct and tangible 
interest in the growth of the trade and com- 
merce of China present and fnture, and in keep- 
ing open on equal terms to all competitors the 
markets and resources of the oldest Empire in 
the world. Before sitting down permit me to 
offer you my grateful thanks for your kind 
reference tomy humblo endeavours, as repre- 
sentative of the Chamber in the Legislative 
Conncil, on behalf of the trade and commerce 
of the port. Members may rest assured that 
while I have the privilege and pleasure of living 
amongst you I shall continue, in my leisure 
time, to do my little best in (he interests of the 


-  @olony and the promotion of its welfare. - 


Mr. J. H. Lewrs—I have much pleasure in 
seconding the able report of the Committee for 
the past year, which has been to some extent 
anfavourably criticised by Mr. Granville Sharp 
in regard to the question of light dues. To 
judge from Mr. Sharp's remarks in connection 
with the shipping interests of the colony, it 


would appear that he held a brief from the 


Harbour Master. However, all these points 


‘ have been successfully upheld by the represen- 


tatives of the Chamber in the past, and most of 
us, Tam sure, can only hope that the shipping 
interests will in the future be as well and as 
successiully protected. ; 

The motion was passed. 

The CHareman then moved the confirma- 
tion of the members udmitted since the last 
annual meeting. 

Mr. Jackson seconded. 

Carried. ~~ 

~ ELECTION OF COMMITTEE, ‘ 

The CHarrRMAN—The next business is the 
election of the committee. ~ 

Mr. Jas. McKie rcse and said he would like 

.to suggest to those present the name of Mr. 
H. A. Ritchie‘as a most desirable member of 
the new Committee, Mr. Ritchie was not only 
the Superintendent in Hongkong of the lergest 
and most’ impcrtant shipping company in the 
world but by the tact and energy he had displayed 
in the agitations against light dues and stone 


piers he had proved himself a capable acquisi- 


tion to the Committeo of this Chamber. 

The voting papers were then distributed 
and on their being collected it was found that 
the following had been elected :— Messrs. R. M. 


- Gray (Chairman), Herbert Smith (Vice-Chair- 


msn), G. B, Dodwell, H. A. Ritchie, A. Haupt, 
J. J. Bell-Irving, T. Jackson, N. A. Siebs, and 
T. H. Whitehead. : 

The proceedings then terminated. 


Tho following is the report of the Com-. 
mittee:— is ; 
The Coftmittes beg to submit to the Mem. 
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bers of the Chamber the subjoined. report of 
their proceedings during the past year. 
THE! LIGHT DUES. : 

The agitation inaugurated in 1896 by this 
Chamber to secure the fulfilment of the pledge 
given by Governor Sir William Des Vceux 
when the Special: Gap Rock Light Tax was 
first imposed, that so soon as the cost of the 
light had been met, the light dues should be 
reduced to their former level, has resulted in 
the redemption of that promise by direction of 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, Ac- 
cordingly, at the commencement of the current 
year, the old rate of one cent per ton was 
reverted to, and the shipping has thereby been 
relieved from a burden which threatened to be- 
come permanent. ‘Bearing in mind, however, 
that the principle of having resort to light dues 
for purposes of general revenue in any case of 
urgent necessity has been endorsed by the 
Secretary of State, it will be necessary for this 
Chamber to keep a watchful eye on this ques- 
tion in the future.. 

ABOLITION OF PORT DUES AT MACAO, 

By a Royal Decree dated the 30th April last, 
the Portuguese Government declared all 
steamers entering Macao from Hongkong and 
Chinese’ ports exempt from tonnage and all 
other port dues,—an important step to secure 
the preservation of the trade of the neighbour- 
ing colony. : : 

THE OPENING QF THE WEST 
RIVER TO TRADE. 


The ports of Samshui and Wuchow-fu, and 
four ports of call—Kongmoon, Kumchuk, 
Shiuhing, and Takhing—on the West River 
were opened to foreign trade and navigation on 
the 4th June, and a British Consular Officer 
was at once despatched to Wuchow-fu. Pro- 
visional Regulations for the conduct of trade on 
the River were issued in August, and copies 
courteously forwarded to this Chamber by the 
Imperial Maritime Customs. 

THE NAVAL YARD EXTENSION. 


Hearing that the Admiralty projected a large 
extension seaward of the Royal Naval Dockyard 
by reclamation from the sea and construction of 
a basin; your Committee, apprehensive that this 
projection of the area of the Yard would affect 
the fairway through the men-of-wer snel:orage 
and cause a silting! up of the foreshore in 7:.1.¢ 
of the new Praya; addressed the Goverment on 
the subject, and asked that. such steps should be 
taken as might be necessary to protect shipping 
interests. The matter was referred to the Naval 
Authorities, who have expressed an opinion that 
the extension of the Naval Yard: will not affect 
the fairway and is not likely to cause any serious 
silting up, but if the latter should occur the Ad- 
miralty will probably be ready to apply a remedy. 

HONGKONG AND THE POSTAL SUBSIDY, 

With regard to this important question, a 
reply was, on the 5th June, addressed to the 
Government despatch requesting the views of 


| the Chamber on the new demands of the Trea- 


sury, in which these were strongly combated, and 
an emphatic protest-made against the mileage 
basis on which it is sought to fix the colony’s 
contribution to the mail subsidy. Beyond the 
acknowledgement of the receipt of this commnu- 
nication, nothing further has been heard in 
connection with the protest, which it is to be 
presumed is still under consideration in London. 


HE MEDICAL INSPECTION OF VESSELS, 


In consequence of a recommendation from 
the Local Government Board that a systematic 
medical inspection of all vessels entering the 
waters of this colony should be adopted, on the 
principles prevailing in ports of the United 
Kingdom, to which end it was proposed to estab- 
lish inspecting stations at each extremity of 
the harbour, with ‘an adequate staff of medical 
officers to perform the work, the opinion of the 
Chamber was sought by the Government. The 
question was referred to a Committee of gentle- 
men engaged in the shipping trade, and a copy of 
their report setting forth the undesirability and 
impracticability of the proposed inspection was 
despatched to the Government with a covering 
letter endorsing these opinions and adding a 
suggestion for facilitating the work of the 
Health Officer. No further action has since 
been taken with regard to the inapeotion, but 
the latter suggestion of the Chamber was 
adopted, presumably in deference to the wishes 


of the shipping interest. 


_Were not su 


‘fication of the transit pass privilege. 


' ccntinues to be made in junks. 


" QUARANTINE REGULATIONS, =... 
During the past year vessels from Swatow, 


Amoy, and Formosan ports were placed under — : 


medical inspection at. Shanghai, Bangkok, 
Netherlands India, and Japanese and Philippine 
ports for a period, but arrivals from this colony 
jected to serious detention. 

ILLEGAL MONOPOLIES IN KWANGSI. 

In May last a notice was issued by the Pro- 
vincial Authorities in Kwangsi announcing the 
concession to certain native merchants of the 
privilege of importing matches and kerosine 
into that province on: terms constituting s 
virtual monopoly for a period of twelve. years. 
The Chamber’s attention having been called to 
this breach of treaty rights, a letter was ad- 
dressed in the first place to the British Consnl 
at Canton, representing that the action - 
of the Kwangsi officials was a practical a 

r. 
Brenan had lost no time in protesting against 
the monopoly, and asa result it was cancelled © 
soon afterwards. Further correspondence with 
H.B.M.’s Consul ensued on this question and 
the cognate one of. internal taxation on foreign 
goods, and eventually representations thereon 
were addressed to H.B.M.’s Minister at Peking, 
who in reply promised to do his best to induce 
the Tsung-li Yamen to prohibit the farming 
out of taxes on merchandise to syndicates, and 
fully recognised the importance of the publica- 
tion of infernal Customs tariffs, which. he had 
instructed the Consul to apply for. ~ 

PREFERENTIAL DUTIES. 

This oft-recurring question camo rather pro- 
minently to the fore again last year. In Sep- 
tember last, the Hongkong Canton and Macao 
Steamboat Company informed the Chamber of 
a new infraction of the Treaty by the Hoppo at 
Canton who, in competition with the Imperial 
Martime Customs, had lowered the duty on 
waste silk when carried by junks and diverted 
the carriage of that product: from the river 
steamers to native craft. Urgent representa- © 
tions on the subject were promptly made first 
to H. B. M,’s Consul and subsequently to the 
British Minister at Peking. His Excellency 
promised to bring the matter before the Taung- 
li Yamén, but the result has heen practically 
nil, since the carriage of the article referred to 
The Central 
Gcv r-ment at Peking demand documentary 
proof of the practice, which it is virtually im- 
possible to obtain, as it is the interest of ship- 
pers to avail themselves of the opportunity to 
lay the silk down in Hongkong at the lowest 
terms obtainable. ; 

INFRINGEMENT OF TRADE MARKS, 


The reference to this Chamber by the Govern- 
ment of a letter from Messrs. Marsland, Son & 
Co., of Manchester, complaining of an infringe- 
ment of their “ Horseshoe” label by Belgian 
manufacturers, and suggesting that some 
general scheme of registration to cover Great 
Britain and her colonies, led to some .corres- 
pondence on the local registration of trade 
marks. Your committee, in reference to the. 
latter suggestion, were not prepared to advocate 
any scheme of Imperial registration embracing 
both the’colonies and the United Kingdom, on- 
account of the proportions such an undertaking 
would necessarily attain-and the great attendant . 
cost of having commensurate departments in 
each colony. At the same time they recognised 
the importance of owners of marks for local 
trade being able to claim the protection of re- 
gistration, and accordingly the Government 
were requested to ask the Attorney-General - 
to give an opinion on certain points 


and confirm or otherwise certain conclusions. - 


named. This was done, and-the Attorney- 
General, in a minute on the subject, ex- 
pressed the opinion that registration: in this 
colony is only prima facie evidence of the right 
to a trade mar«, and evidence ofa prior subsist. . 
ing registration in. England would be admissible. 
to defeat the prima facie proof of the local re- 


gister, but when application for registration has ~ 


been made in Hongkong before the date of re- .. 
gistration in the United Kingdom, the local re- : ~ 
gistration should confer prior right in this: ° 
colony. ee gett ae 
LADING. . 2 2 ef 

This: question, which has been very lai gely 
discussed in London and various British ‘ports, 


was brought to the notice of ‘the Committee “* o 


[April 9, 1898...” 


THE QUESTION OF DATING BILLS-OP .°- °° 


ramet Avan 


necensiagae poner” 
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* eolony, 


April 9, 1898.) 


itm a 
by the President of the General Produce Bro- 
kers’ Association of London, and in conformity 
with his request, the correspondence on the 
subject was circulated among the members of 
the Chamber. The practice had not, however, 
so far as could be ascertained, caused any serious 
inconvenience locally, and the Committee saw 
no reason to proceed further in the matter. — 

THE DANGEROUS COAST OF SOCOTRA, 

The wreck of the P. & O. 8. N. Co.’s sfeam- 
ship Aden on the coast of Socotra last summer, 

attended as it was by a sad loss of life, induced 
your Committee to make representations to the 
Board of Trade as to the necessity for a com- 
prehensive investigation to ascertain by what 
means the shores of Socotra can be rendered 
less dangerous to navigation. Various other 
Chambers addressed communications to the 
Home Government on the subject, and there is 
reason to believe that: they will not prove barren 
of results, replies received being to the effect 
that the matter is engaging the careful atten- 
tion of the Board of Trade. 

THE RECOGNITION OF BRITISH BUSINESSES 

ESTABLISHED PRIOR TO OPENING- 
OF PORT. 

A question of some interest has been opened 
up by the refusal of the British Consular 
Representative at Shasi to recognise a branch 
agency opened a1 that port some fifteen years 
ago by Messrs. A. S. Watson & Co., Limited, 
as a British firm, on the ground that it will 
raise two other questious, namely, the nationality 
of the branch before the port was opened, and 
that of similar establishments in places which are 
not Treaty ports. Some correspondence has 
passed on the subject, and in September a letter 


_Was addressed to the British Minister praying 


him to extend his protection to the firm's 
branch at Shasi; but no answer las been received 
up to the present. ’ 

THE GOVERNMENT PIERS,. 

In November last a Conimittee having been 
appointéd by His Excellency the Governor to 
consider and report on the position and arrange- 
mént of the new Government piers, this Cham- 
ber was requested to nominate 2 representative 
to serve theredn, and Mr. N. J. Ede, having 
consented to undertake the duty, was nominated 
accordingly by your Committee. 

ALLEGED OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE WITH 
TRADE IN KWANGSI. 

Complaint having been lodged by Mr. F. W. 
Watts with H. B. M.’s Consul at Canton of the 
action of the native officials at Fu Chuen, in 
Kwangsi, to prevent the alleged owner of a coal 
mine from fulfilling a contract to deliver certain 
cousignments, the support of this Chamber was 
then invoked fora claim intended to be made. 
Representations .were thereupon made to the 
Consul, who brought the case to the notice of 
the Viceroy and requested him to call on the 
local’ officials for an explanation. Further ac- 
fion is suspended pending receipt of. this 
explanation, which the native officials are ap- 
parently in no hurry 10 give. 

PROPOSED POLL TAX ON IMMIGRANTS IN 
. STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 

A Bill having been introduced into the 
Legislative Council of the Straits Settlements 
to provide funds for the erection of immigrants’ 
examination sheds, wiereby it was proposed 
to levy a capitation tax on each male adult 
Chinese immigrant, your Committee addressed 
a remonstrauce to the Government of the sister 
praying for reconsideration of the 
proposal and expressing a hope that some other 
means might be resorted to for raising ;the 
funds required. To this a reply was received 
stating that the Bill had already been withdrawn 
and that the necessary funds would be otherwise 
provided. , 

REGISTRATION OF CHINESE TRADE 
MARKS. 

The Singapore Chamber of Commerce, having 
been asked by the Straits Government to con- 
sider the policy of passing an Ordinance in that 
colony for the registration of Chinese trade 


' marks, applied to this Chamber for information 


as to the operation of such Ordinance in Hong- 
kong. The Singapore Chamber feared that the 
working of such a system of registration would 
be attended with various disadvantages, but 
your Committee were able to give an assurance 
that the Jaw in its working here has on the 
whole ‘so far proved beneficial to trade and 


- neither costly nor inconvenient. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


THE CURRENCY QUESTION, 

An invitation was received early in September 
from the Singapore Chambar of Commerce to 
Join that body in taking action to induce the 
Governments of both colonies to secure fixity 
of exchange and place the currency on a sounder 
basis. Your Committee, recognising the great 
importance of the question, lost no time in con- 
sidering the suggestion, but having regard to 
the very different position of Hongkong, which 
is situated on the edge of the greatest silver- 
using Empire in the world, with which its trade 
is mainly conducted, and from whose currency 
it would be impracticable to attempt a separa- 
tion, they were compelled to decline the proposal 
to co-operate in the matter, or to recommend tu 
the local Government any change in the exist- 
ing currency. 

OPENING OF NEW TREATY PORTS IN KORBA. 


In July last an official notification reached 
this Chamber of the intention of the Korean 
Government to open the ports of Chennampo 
and Mokpo to foreign trade on the Ist October, 
on which date the ports in question were duly 
opened. 

BOUNTY 10 JAPANESE DIRECT EXPORTERS 
OF RAW SILK, 


An attempt to divert the export trade in raw 
silk from Japan into native hands was made 
early last year by the Japanese Diet, who passed 
a Bill to provide for the payment to direct Japan- 
ese exporters of raw silk of a bounty upon 
their shipments from Japan to foreign countries. 
This bounty being not only opposed to the spirit 
of the existing Treaties but also to the actual 
provisions of those lately negotiated but not yet 
in force, the Yokohama Chamber of Commerce 
took prompt and vigorous action, addressed the 
Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Tokyo on the 
subject and asked the co-operation of the various 
Chambers in the Far East inthe matter. This 
Chamber responded to the appeal, expressing 
readiness to co-operate in any steps to procure a 
reversal of the Japanese policy, but happily fur- 
ther action was rendered unnecessary by the 
Japanese Government agreeing to introduce a 
Bill into the Diet in December last to abolish 
the bounty. 

; 8TORM WARNINGS, 

The system of storm warnings adopted by 
the Hongkong Government at the commence- 
ment of 1897 having proved unsatisfactory in 
their regults, your Committee in December 
suggested a return to the Meteorological 
Signals which had been in use from January, 
1884, to December, 1896. This suggestion was 
adopted by the Government in January, 1898, 
and your Committee hope that the shipping 
community will thereby benefit in the future. 

THE P{NNACLE ROCK FUND, 


The Pinnacle Rock Fund, subscribed in 1888, 
for the purpose of giving rewards to Chinese 
fishermen and others for information of the 
existence of hidden and uncharted rocks in the 
track of steamer navigation on the coast of 
China, having accumulated to a sum of over 
$3,000,- your Committee have thought it ad- 
visable to make ai fresh effort to utilise it for 
the purpose intended. The Naval Authorities, 
the British Consuls, and the Commissioners of 
Customs at all southern Treaty Ports have 
therefore been communicated with on the sub- 
ject, asking them to make special efforts to 
bring the rewards to the attention of the native 
maritime population. Considerable correspond- 
ence has passed, and the Hongkong and Shang- 
hai Bank have been authorised to honour the 
drafts of each of the Consuls at the various 
southern ports to! the amount of $300 for the 
purpose of paying awards for the revelation of 
hidden dangers. It is hoped that this effort 
wil} lead to rome useful discoveries, 

DELAYED DELIVERIES BY POST OFFICE, 


Attention having been called from several 
quarters to the unsatisfactory working of the 
Post Office Department, a letter was in January 
addressed to the ;Government on the subject, 
instancing certain delays in deliveries of the 
mails. To this a reply was received enclosing 
a report from the Postmaster General giving 
reasons for the delays specified. The explana- 
tion was not considered satisfactory by your 
Committee. | x jee 
SUNDRY ! CORRESPONDENCE, 

Correspondenes on the subjects of the 
Queen’s Commemoration, Transit Passes for 


ae 
Kwei-lam, the New Commercial Agreement 
with Bulgaria, the -Lmportation of Indian Yarn 
into Tonkin, the Supply of Rice to Ceylon, the © 
Abolition of the Import Duty on Tea in Bel. - 
gium, and Philadelphia Commercial Museums 
will be found in Appondices G, P, X, Z1, Z2, 
and Z 4, : 

THE COMMILTEE, 

The only change in the composition of th 
Committee during the past year was occasioned 
by the resignation of Mr. St. C. Michaelsen on 
the 3lst December owing to his departure from 
the colony. A letter oxpressing the regret of 
the Committee. at losing Mr. Michaelsen’s 
assistance, and thanking him for the valuable 
services he had rendered during the past ten 
years was addressed to him. Mr. A. Haupt was 
invited to accept the seat rendered. vacant. : 

MEMBERS 

During the past twelve months the Chamber 
has lost two members, Mr. Atwell Coxon, who 
has left the colony, and Messrs. Stolterfoht & 
Hagan, who have discontinued business. The- 
following have been admitted to membership 
subject to confirmation at the annual meeting : 
—Mr, . RR. Michael, Messre. Lutgens, 
Einstmann & Co., H. H. Kirch & Co., The 
China Sugar Refining Company, Limited, and 
Mr. W. F. Wenyon. 

: FINANCE, 

The accounts for the year ending 3lst De- 
cember, 1897, have been andited by Messrs. J. ~ 
Thurburn and J, Y. V. Vernon, The balance . 
at credit of the Chamber, after transferring . 
$880 to Deposit Account, raising that fund to 
$4,000, was $1,473.62. The Pinnacle Rock Fund, 
by the addition of interest, has increased to 
$3,316.71, both accounts being in the hands of 


the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corpora~ 
tion. 


HONGKONG SANIIARY BOALD, 

sa ig a ts 

A meeting of the Hongkong Sanitary Board 
was held on Thursday afternoon. In the ab- 
sence of the President (Dr. J. M. Atkinson) the’ 
chair was occupied by the Vice-President (Hon. 
F. H. May, Captain-Superintendent of Police), - 
there being also present—Hon. R. D. Ormsby | 
(Director of Public Works), Mr. A. W. Brewin 
(Acting Registrar Goneral), Mr. N. J. Ede, Dr. 
¥F. Clark (Medical Officer of Health), and Mr. 
C. Vivian Ladds (Assistant Secretary and Co- 
lonial Veterinary Surgeon). 

MINUTES. 

The minutes of the special meeting held last 
week and of the ordinary meeting and confiden- 
tial meeting held on March 24th were read by 
the Assistant Scretary and confirmed. 

THE SALE OF Poisons, &e. 

The draft bye-laws for regulatiig the manu- 
facture and sale of poisons and the sale of un- 
sound and adulterated drugs were submitted, 
but on the suggestion of the Vick-PRESIDENT 
it was decided to postpone the consideration of 
them. u 

THE BUBONIO PLAGUE IN BOMBAY, © 

A. return in reference to the bubonic plagué 
in Bombay showed that from the 16th of Feb- | 
ruary to March 1st 2,382, or a daily average of 
166, cases were reported and that the deaths 


during the same period numbered 2,179, re 


daily average of 155. | . 

FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE. ae 

Mr. C. Vivian Ladds and Dr. Francis Clark, 

the committee re the enforcement of bye-laws 
6 and 7, schedule A to Ordinance 17 of 1887; 
reported on 30th ult:—‘ We have the honour 
to report for the information of the Sanitary ~ 
Board that a good many cases of foot and 
mouth disease are still found amongst the 
cattle imported into the colony for slaughtering 
purposes—these being housed in an isolation - 
shed until recovery. Nothing else can be dona 


until the importation of infected cattle: ceases.” ~ . 


The following minutes were appended :— ~--". 
Mr. N. J. EpE—TI am in favour of dissolving - 
the special committee. I presume the isolation 
of the sick cattle will go on on the same 
under the supervision of the Colonial Veterinary. 
Surgeon. ee ee re 
The Mepica. OrFicER or HeaLta—lIf the - 
committee is dissolved. the inspéctor. of live. 


stock must, it appears from the bye-laws, continue -. 


to report to the Beard concerning the ‘animals 
placed in segregation, © =. AE 


system -* 


The Drrector or PuBLIc WorxKs—I agree 
with the above. 

The Captain SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE 
~—I agree to dissolve on the understanding 
mentioned by Mr. Ede. 

The Vick-CHAIRMAN—dissolving this special 

. committee won’t make any real difference, I 
= understand P : 
: The MepircaLOFFICRR OF HEALTH—Special 
= committees had certain powers—power to des- 
7 troy animals. : 7 
“The Vick-PRESIDENT—But as far as the 
fe segregation of the animal goes it will remain in 
force P ‘ 

The MepicaL OrFicer oF HEALTH—Yes. 

The VicE-PREsIDENT—I beg to move that 
the special sub-committee appointed be now dis- 
solved. 

Mr. EpE—I second that. 

Carried. . 

‘THE BURVEYOR’S LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

’ On April lst Mv. J. R. Crook, Surveyor to 
the Board, wrote that he had been granted 12 
months’ leave of absence commencing April 27th, 
adding :—‘‘ During my absence I have arranged 
—with the approval of the Hon. Director of 
Public Works—for Mr. Drury to carry on my 
duties as Sanitary Surveyor I submit this 

_ arrangement for the approval of the Board, and 
that Mr. Bryan, .assistant sanitary surveyor, 
and Mr. Small, overseer of drainage works, be 
placed under Mr. Drury’s instructions.” 

The minutes showed that the members of the 
Board approved. 

THE OUTBREAK OF RINDERPEST AT 
SA88O0ON’S VILLA. 


The CotoniaAL VETERINARY SURGEON re- 
ported on March 21st—1 have to report anotlier 
case of rinderpest at Sassoon’s Villa, Pokfulam. 
Will you allow me to keep the animal alive for 
two or thige days in order that I may try some 
experimedts. I will undertake to keep it well 
jsolated from the rest of the non infected cattle, 
so that there will be no risk. 

ae _ The following minutes were appended :— 
my ’ The Presipent—I gave Mr. Ladds per- 
mission to keep the animal as he wishes 
to ascertain if possible the duration and course 
of the disease. I went to Sassoon’s Villa my- 
self with the Colonial Veterinary Surgeon 
yesterday (March 22nd) and saw the beast. It 
is perfectly isolated and at least 500 yards from 
any other shed. Mr. Ladds thinks he may be 
able to cure it. In my opinion the road 
leading to Sassoon’s Villa should be blocked 
either by a temporary wall or a gate, as there 
, is a way by the farm for the inhabitants of a 
village at Telegraph Bay to pass along. This 
might be referred in the firat instance to the 
Director of Public Works, in order to ascertain 
whether the road leading down to and past 
. Sassoon’s Villa from the main road is a private 
_road or not. : 
The Director oF Pusiic Worxs—I 
_understand there is a right of way along this 
road, and that it cannot be closed, at least with- 
out the consent of owners whose properties are 
situated on or below it. 
The PResipENT—If this is the case another 
: road must be made immediately behind Sassoon’s 
! - Villa, so that the villagers and public shall not 
y 2 ‘pass close by the infected farm. Please cir- 
culate at once for the opinion of the members 
as the C.V.S. informs me that this is a’ matter 
of urgency. I have visited the farm and could 
point out to an officer of the Public Works 
what is required. 
: The President hdving referred the matter to 
the C.V.S. for his opinion, , 
ae The CoLONIAL VETERINARY SURGEON re- 
: ported—So far as the recent outbreak of rinder- 
pest at Sassoon’s Villa is concerned, I do not 
think that it is necessary to divert the road in 
order to prevent.any danger which might arise 
from possible conveyance. of the infection of 
rinderpest by foot passengers or otherwise, as I 
am of opinion that the disease has now run its 
= course, and that there will be no more fresh 
2 eases, .Had this not been so the question of the 
desirability of diverting the road might have 
> ° been profitably considered. It seems to mea 
%  - tnistake to have established a dairy farm upon 
~ and through which a right of way runs. 


to settle this right of way P 


ow aft all 


HEALTH, seconded by the Vich-PRESIDENT, it 
was decided to refer the matter to the law 
officer] of the Crown. 


—Referring to my letter of the 2nd inst. in 
which I stated that “I! think the time is not 
far distant when the serum treatment of this 
disease (rinderpest) will 
I now have the honour 
mation of the Sauitary 
cessfully treated the lhst case of rinde 
which occurred in Sassvon’s Villa, Pokfulam, 
by this method, and that the animal has now 
quite recovered. From; my knowledge of the 
subject, I am confident that by adopting serum 
treatment in the eventiof future outbreaks of 
cattle plague, that thd death rate may be re- 
duced from about 90 per cent. or more to a 
minimum of four or fiyé per cent., or even less. 
In fact Tam of opinion that if cases of this: 
disease are taken in time everyone of them 
may be successfully treated with serum. 
ther, I may mention that cattle can be immu- 
nised against future attacks of rinderpest by 
first injecting them with virulent blood, and 
afterwards with serum; but this wonld mean 
that the animal to be properly protected would - 
thus have to undergo a mild form of the disease, 
which in the case of dairy cattle is not desirable. 


gratulated on the success of his treatment in this 
case. 


certainly satisfactory, 
drawn from the treatment of-one case. 
detailed report should be furnished by the 
Colonial Veterinary Surgeon for the informa- 
tion of the Board, giving more especially. the 
origin of the serum 
Ladds is a servant of the Board, -and all his ox- 
periments should be placed on record for the 
information of the Board and the future 
ance of its officers. 


no power to order Mr. Ladds to report. 
information he has giyen is sufficient, and in 
publishing a more detailed account of the treat- 
ment Mr. Ladds will'no doubt be guided by 
the rules of his profession. 


—I certainly think the Board should have a 


record of the treatment followed. 


entitled to know how our officer has been treat- 
ing this animal? .1 mean an officer may go 


The Vick-PRESIDENT—How do you propose 


The Digector oF Pustic Worxs—I do 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


On‘the motion of the MEDICAL-OFFICER OF 


THE SERUM TREATMENT OF RINDERPEST. 
My. C. Vivian LADD wrote on the 30th ult. : 


e@ generally adopted,” 
( report for the infor- 
oard that I have suc- 
est 
197 


Fur- 


The following minutes were appended :-— 
The SECRETARY—Mr. Ladds is to be con- 


The Presipent—Ag far ag this goes it is 
ul no deductions can be 
A 


r remedies used. Mr. 


guid- 


The RecisrRar-GHNERAL—The Board has 
The: 


The CapraIn SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLic 


A discussion ensued.! 


The Vick-PRESIDENT—Are not the Board 


away and we may want some other person to 
carry out the treatment. Ido not kuow whe- 
ther Mr. Ladds has got any particular objection 
to giving an‘account of his treatment. I beg 
to move that the Colonial Veterinary Surgeon 
furnish a detailed report on the nature of his 
treatment. : 

Mr, EDE—I think :it is very important it 
should be on record and I second it. 

The CoLoNrAL VETERINARY SURGEON—If 
you would allow me tojspeak I would say that as 
this is the first case I do not think it advisable {o 
publish.any report, as at present a whole lot of 
misleading statements may be put in, 

The -VicE-PRESIDENT—The Board will 
exercise their discretion as to what shall be 
reported. OS 

The AcTING REGISTRAR-GENERAL—I think 
we must leave it to Mu. Ladds—to his sense of 
propriety. I consider that the information 
published is quite enaugh for us. ; 

The Vick-PRESIDENT—There is no in- 
formation at all. : 

The Actina REGISTRAR-GENERAL—The 
information is that the President put a diseased 
cow at his disposal forlexperiment and he cured 
it. 

The Vicrk-PResipDENT—We want to know 
how he cured it. ‘e are no better off; Mr. 
as is better off, but the Board is no better 
off. 
The ' MeprcaL OFFICER or HeattH—I 
think it usual fon.a scientific observer 
to try to verify the facts as far as possible 
before communicating them, and as there has 
only been one animal treated it seems that for 
the Colonial Veterinary Surgeon to publish his 


- ‘ form of treatment at present is contrary to the 


| 


etiquette usually adopted by the scientific world 
in such cases. — 


to publish the report, but to lay it before the 
Board. 


still if he informs the Board the Board will have 
the right to publish it. It seems almost too 
premature to say anything. 


and Mr. Ede seconded it. 


ent, Mr. Ede, and the Director of Public - 
Works voting in favour. 
of Health and the Acting Registrar General 
did not vote. ; 


APPLICATION FROM THE HONGKONG: HOTEL 


surveyors, wrote on March 26th :—“ On behalf 
of the Hongkong Hotel Company we shall be 


|Tamsui to the effect that in one district, from 


[April 9,.1898. 


The VicE-PRESIDENT—We do not ask him 


The MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEaLtH--But 


The VICE-PRESIDENT—I moved a resolution 
‘Those in favour. 
The resolution was carriod, The Vice-Presid- 


. ene 


The Medical Officer 


COMPANY. 
Messrs. Palmer and Turner, architects und 


glad to know if the Board will allow the com- 
pany to fix on the ground floor of their pre- 
mises a range of Doulton’s trough closets espe- 
cially constructed to replace the bucket system 
they have at present.” : 

The Surveyor to the Board recommended that 
the permission asked for be granted subject 
to separate cistern accommodation being pro- 
vided, seeing that water closets are already 
fixed all over the hotel. 

The minutes expressed approval of the re- 
commendation of the Surveyor. 

It was decided on the motion of the Vice- 
PRESIDENT, seconded by Mr. Eps, that the ap- 
plication be granted on the condition named. 

THE MORTALITY RETURNS. 

The mortality statistics for the week ended 
March 26th showed the- death rate (excluding 
army and navy) per thousand per annum of the 
popniation was 246, against 23-6 for the pre- 
vious week and 15-2 for the corresponding week 
last year. ° 

THE PLAGUE AT TAMSUI, 
A letter was read from the British Consul at 


the Ist to the 15th ult., there were four cases 
of suspected plague and three deaths. Thera 
were six cases of smallpox and no deaths, In 
the centre of the island there had occurred’ 20 
cases of plague and eight deaths. The letter 
coucludes, ‘‘ As far as thig island is concerned 
the authorities do not consider that the plague 
or smallpox is prevalent.” 
The proceedings then terminated, 


THE ANNUAL REPOR® UF THE 
MiDICAL OFFICER OF 
HEALTH. 


Se 
At the meeting of the Sanitary Board on 
Thursday Dr. Clark's report on the health of the 
colony for the year 1897 was laid on the table, 
It is a voluminous and interesting document, 
but its length precludes our reproducing it in 
full. The following is an abstract of it:— ¢ 
Area.— Under this head the area of the coloiiy 
is stated and particulars are given of the- nun- : 
ber and location of domestic buildings. | i 
Climate.—Gives partlcuiars of the temperéa- 
ture, rainfall, and sunshine of the year. _ 
General Sanitary Condition—Some little 
progress has been made during the past year 
towards the structural improvement of the 
sanitary condition of the Chinese dwellings in 
the colony, but much yet remains.to be done to - 
render them reasonably habitable. Legislation 
is urgently needed to remedy some of the most 
glaring sanitary defects. 


Population.—The constitution of the popu-° 
lation, of ‘which an analysis is given, 
has, Dr. Clark says, a most important bearing 
upon the vital statistics of the colony, for it 
should most certainly be associated with an 
abnormally low death-rate as well as a low . 
birth-rate.. This latter we undoubtedly have 
among the Chinese population, but I regret to. 
say that instead of a death-rate of about: 11 or 
at the most 12 per 1,000, such as should obtain 
in a population so largely composed of young 
adults we have a death-rate of no less than - 
18.85 per 1,000, the excess being, aniong the, 
native population at least, largely due to the. 
insanitary conditions under which the great 
bulk of them are at present -compelled to live;: ... ” 
“A far more graphic but equally true. expression." 


rod 


“April 9, 1898, | 


of this fact would be that no less than 1,800 
Chinese die annually in Hongkong, as the 


result of gross insanitary conditions, many of. 


which are at present permitted by the laws of 
the colony. 

Deaths—Tho total number of deaths re- 
gistered during the year was 4,688, as compared 


with 5,860 daring 1896; buf in that year there. 


were no less than 1,078 deaths from bubonic 
fever; discounting these latter deaths altogether 
however it will be seen, that thore has been a 
material reduction in’ the number of deaths 
recorded, and the death-rate for 1897 stands at 
"18.85 per 1,0v0 as compared with a average of 
23 per {1,000 during the previous five years 

- (exclusive of 1894). ' The total number of 
deaths among the Chinese was 4,484 which 
corresponds to a death-rate of 19.08 per 1,000, 
the rate during the previous year having been 
24.73 per 1,000. 

The deaths registered among the non-Chinese 
community were 204 as compared with 255 
during 1896, and the mortality rate was therc- 
fore 14.89 per 1,000 as compared with 19 per 
St during 1896 and 17.6 per 3,090 during 
895 


The control of Chinese doctors is recom- 
mended. ). : 

Age Distribution of Deaths.—The death-rate 
among the infant population still remains high, 
for these deaths represent no less than 20.7 yer 
cent of the total mortality, as compared with 
20 per cent during 1896 and 28 per cent during 
1895, The infant death-rate among the non- 
Chinese inhabitants of this colony duting the 
year was only 120 per 1,000 which does not 
exceed the rate in England, but amongst the 
Chinese population this rate was no less than 
593 per 1,000, which although still very high 
shows a marked improvement upon former 
years for in 1896 this rata was 745 and in 1845 
759 per 1,000. As stated in previous reports 
these infant deaths are mostly due to disease 
of convulsive type, induced by the feul 
atmosphere which they are compelled to breathe 
in the dark and ill-ventilated dwellings of the 
the poor, and although a material reduction in 
the number of these deaths has been effected by 
the sanitary improvements which have b «n 
carried out n the colony during the past three 
or four years, yet a comparison of the infant 
death-rates of the Chinese and the non-Chinese 
communities will show that much yet remains to 
be done to improve the conditions of life under 
which the former are compelled to exist. 

Infectious Diseases and the Medical Inspec- 
tion of Shipping.—A table ia given showing the 
numter of cases of infectious disease, the totals 
being as follows :—Bubonic fever 21, smallpox 
293, enteric fever 65, diphtheria 2, puerperal 
fever 7, scarlet fever 1. Tho remarks on the 
medical inspection of shipping we reproduce in 


Of the above 389 cases, 67 are known to have 
been imported into the colony from the mainland 
or by the shipping, but in most of the cases of 
smallpox no information whatever could -be 
obtained concerning their origin, owing to the 
desertion of the sick and dead by their relatives. 
‘I regret to say, moreover, that nothing has been 
dono during the past year to protect the colony 
from the introduction of infectious diseases, by 

‘the shipping, as recommended in my annual 
report for 1896, although a striking illustration 
of the danger to which the colony is exposed 
from this cause was afforded by the cases of 

' smallpox arriving with the Willison Circus 
Troupe in the month of February, and which 
were landed and distributed in various hotels 
in the city, before the disease was officially re- 
cognized. 

it is in my opinion absolutely necessary, in a 
colony so situated as this, that every vessel 
arriving in British waters should be boarded by 
a medical man and all persons thereon inspected 
before any communication is permitted with the 
shore, and this was also the opinion of the 
Sanitary Board as evidenced by the following 
motion, which was moved by the late President, 
and carried unanimously at a regular meeting 
held on April 8th, 1897 :— 

“That a letter be addressed to the Colonial 
Secretary pointing out the desirability of ar- 
rangements being made, at as early a date as 
practicable, for the medical inspection of all 
vessels entering the waters of the colony, and 
for the notification of the intended place’ of 


. -¥destination of those landing from an infected 


i 
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port.or vegsel, in the manuer provided for. 
the Regulations issuod by the Local Govern- 
ea Board, dated; the 9th day of November, 
896,” ; : 
Unfortunately, however, owing to a change 
in the constitution of the Board, and the tem- 
porary absence ofj the unofficial member, this 
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in{or crew, to assure himself that none of. 


them were suffering from eny infectious 
disease, but such examination would not be 
deemed necessary if the master of the vessel 
produced a certificate (somewhat similar to that 
furnished to the Customs Officers at home) signed 
by himself and countersigned by.the surgeon to 


decision was reversed, on the 19th day of | the ship, to the effect that there had been no 


August, of the same year, by a motion of the 
President, seconded by the Captain Superinten- 
dent of Police, opposed by the Acting Director 
of Public Works, and carried by the casting 
vote of the President, to the following effect :— 


sickness of an infectious nature and no death 
during the voyage; and that the surgeon had 
examined every person on board during the 12 
hours previous to the arrival of the vessel in 
British waters, and was satisfied that they were 


* That the medical inspection of the shipping | then all in good health Such Surgeon must in 


in this colony be carried on as at present, but, 
in order to bring the pructice here more into 
accord with that at home, that Part II of tke 
Regulations issued by the British Local Govern- 
ment Board on the 9th November, 1896, be in- 


uarantine Regulations, on officer of the Police 
Force or of the Harbour Department being 
substituted for an éfficer of Customs.” 

It may be explained that “the medical in- 


.| corporated, as far as practicable, into the present | medical practitioners. 


all cases be a person entitled to be registered in 
the colony as a medical practitioner under Or- 
dinances 6 of 1884 and 4 of 1898, and penalties 
should be provided to prevent the signing of 
such certificates by persons other than band fide 
When it is remembered 
that all the mail steamers, including P. & O., 
O. and O., N. P,, C. P.R., M. M., N. D. L., and 
the Holt, Shire, Glen, and probably other 
lines carry surgeons,- it will be seen that 


‘Spection of the shipping in this colony as carried | not many of the thirteen steamers which’ 


on at present” pemmits of free communication 


with the shore and the landing of passengers | visit from 


before the visit off the Health Officer of the 
Port, and is therefore, in my opinion, of abso- 
lutely no value as a means of protection of the 
colony from the importation of infectious dis- 
ease. The only circumstances under which a 
vessel may not establish communication with 
the shore before the visit of the Health Officer 
is when such vesseli arrives from a port or place 
which has been declared by the Government of 
this colony, by a proclamation in tho Cazette, 
to be infected—a procedure which is very rarely 
adopted—or when the master of any vessel is 
so sure of the existence of a case of infectious 


enter this port daily, will need a very prolonged 
the boarding medical officer, and 
that the time of these officers will be largely 
occupied in supervising the junk passenger 
traffic which is generally admitted to be largely 
responsible for the introduction of infectious 
disease into this colony. There is no reason 
why these boarding Medical Officers should not, - 
also varry out the medical inspection of Chinese. . 
emigrants which is required by section 41 of 
Ordinance | of 1889, or at least such of this 
work as must be done afloat, for the number of 
perenne to be examined averages only 230 per 
ay. 

It would be necessary for a Chinese Inter- 


diseese on board that he flies the Quarantine flag | preter to accompany each of the Medical Officers 


. on arrival—an almdst equally rare occurrence. 
The not unnatural result of the action of the 
Board has been that the question has remained 
since then in statuo quo, the last paragraph of 


the later resolution not having been carried into | to 


on his visits, and accommodation should be pro- 
vided for them also, at the residences at Hast 
and West Point. Sos, 4 
The Quarantine Regulation proposed by me 
provide for this medical inspection of all 


effect, probably because the cost of providing | vessels was as follows :-— 


Police boarding offi¢ers in lieu of medical board- 
ing officers would be almost as great, whereas 
the results would be most unsatisfactory and 
the delay to shipping would be far greater, It 
mustibe'remembered, of course, that there are 
no Customs dues titi and hence there 
is no staff available for the assistance of the 
Port Medical Officers as at home. 

My own scheme for the proper working of 
the medical inspection of the shipping, without 
auy unnecessary dolay, is that there shonld be 
three Assistant Medical Officers of Health, 
appointed exclusively for duties afloat, that 
they should form part of the Sanitary Board 
staff, and act generally under the instructions 
of the Medial Officer of Health for the colony. 
Two résidences shonld be provided, one at 
Kennedy Town andj the other at North Point, 
both close to the shore, and these officers, 
who should be young single men, should 
be required to reside therein—that is to’ say, 
two of them at Kennedy Town and one at 
North Point, or vice versi. From sunrise 
until 9 a.m. there would be a boarding medic- 
al officer on duty at either end of the 
harbour; from 9 am. until 3 p.m. the 
third medical officer would be on duty and 
would deal with all vessels entering the 
harbour between these hours; from 3 p.m. 
till 5 pm. one of those who had been 
no duty in the early m:._ing would take 
charge while the other would be on duty from 
5 p.m. until an hour after sundown. In 
practice it would probably be found that these 
hours of duty would need some modification to 
accord with the seasons, for they merely suffice 
to show that three boarding medical officers 
could readily accomplish the necessary in- 
spection of the vessels without any undue 
interference with the shipping interests of the 
port. A boat with four Chinese boatmen 
would have to provided at either station, 
while the launch) alreudy in use would be 
needéd during the time that one officer only 
was on duty. 


“All other vessels arriving at the port of 
Victoria, or entering the waters of the colony 
on the north side of the island of Hongkong 
shall remain outside the following limits, namely, 
on the Hust, the Eastern boundary of the Har. 
bour of Victoria, and on the West, a-line drawn: 
due North and South from the West end of 
Stonecutter's Island, and shall not communicate 
otherwise than orally with the shore, until a 
general medical inspection of the passengers 
and crew and of all other persons on board such 
vessels, has been made by the Boarding Medical 
Officers; and the master of every such vessel shal] 
not permit any person to leave such vessel, 
or any cargo to be landed therefrom until he has 
obtained a certificate granting pratique from the 
said Boarding Medical Officer. 

“The master of every vessel shall furnish - 
the Boarding Medical Officer with all such in- 
formation as he may require, and if, in the 
opinion of such Medical Officer, there has been 
during the voyage, or there is at the time of. 
his visit any case of, or any death from, an in- 
fectious or contagious disease on board, or any 
person whom he suspects to be suffering from - 
any such disease, he may require the master to 
at once proceed to the quarantine anchorage; 
and any such vessel shall be deemed to be ‘a 
vessel arriving in the waters of this colony 
having at the time of arrival, or having had 
during the voyage, a case of any infectious or 
contagious disease on board’ and shall comply 
with all the Quarantine Regulations relating 


the voyage, and that the said Surgeon has seen 
every person on Board during the twelve hours 
. immediately preceding the visit of the Board- 
ing Medical Officer and is satisfied that they 
are all in good health.” 
The Governor ‘in Council should have power 
to extend this Regulation to any other port in 
2 the colony, by proclamation in the Gazette, 
iz and should: ensure that the certificates of dul 
qualified medical practitioners only are aneapted: 
Bubonic Fever—Under this head Dr. Clark 
: discusses the etiology of the disease. In con- 
Re clusion he says:—The marked recurrence of 
cases in houses previously infected, even after 
an interval of more than twelve months, has 
convinced me that only the most thorough dis- 
infection, and even in some cases the removal 
of all existing unsound woodwork, will eradicate 
the disease from ‘an infected dwelling, and I 
have decided to abolish the process of disinfec- 
tion by burning sulphur and by washing .the 
floors with some coal tar preparation, which 
have hitherto been in vogue in this colony. and 
to adopt the system of disinfection which has 
proved so successful in Paris of spraying floors, 
walls, etc. with alin 1,000 solution-of Per- 
chloride of Mercury ; the rooms will subsequently 
be exposed as far as it ig practicable in the ill- 
ventilated and mostly back to back dwellings in 
which these cases occur, to a free current 
of air by opening all doors, windows and 
ventilators as fully as possible, and keeping 
the premises unoccupied for a few days. 
There is, however, but one course -for the Gov- 
ernment to adopt, if this colony is to be kept free 
from this and other filth diseases, and that is 
the absolute prohibition of back ta back houses, 
and the compulsory provision of an adequate 
amonnt of light and ventilation in all the 
ae Chinese dwellings in the colony. ! 
a _ Smallpox—No less than 293 cases of this 
: disease were reported during the year, of these 
200 occurred during the first quarter. The 
number of imported cases was 37, of which 35 
were imported during the first quarter of the 
year, and Dr. Clark considers that the ex- 
tensive outbreak of smallpox during that 
quarter was largely attributable to the importa- 
* tion of these 35 cases, many of which would 
have ‘been prevented from landing, if there had 
been a systematic medical inspection of all 
persons entering the colony. 


Buteric Fever and the Sewerage System.— 
Sixty-five cases of enteric fever were reported 
during the year, and no less than fifty-one of 
these were Europeans. During the month of 
- June six cases occurred within a few days of 
one another, and as ‘they all obtained their milk 
from the same dairy it is reasonable to suppose 
that the infection was conveyed to them by this 
medium. The system of manuring vegetable 
gardens is described and comsumption of raw 
vegetable in- salads is deprecated. Dr. Clark 
also suspects that the infection may be conveyed 
by oysters, since it is no uncommon occurrence 
Q for baskets of oysters, imported into the colony 
ae by Chinese compradores, to be kept alive and it 
je may be perhaps fattened, by being suspended 
over the Praya wall in the immediate vicinity 
of the various sewer outlets, until some 
customer may send an order for the supply of 
these delicacies. With regard to the sewerage 
Dr. Clark says :—The sewerage system of the 
city of Victoria has, during the past year, come 
in for more than its usual share of opprobrium 
in connection with cases of this disease, and the 
discovery of certain old sewers, outlets to 
which had been blocked by the Praya Re- 
clamation works, while they were yet re-. 
ceiving a small and probably intermittent 
flow of sewage, from some old private drains, 
the existence of which was unknown, certainly 
came atan opportune moment for the advocates 
of this theory of the transmission of the disease, 
but although I will grant that foul emanations 
from choked sewers will undoubtedly produce 
vomiting, diarrhoea, profound depression and 
even slight fever, am not prepared to admit 
that a genuine attack of enteric fever can be 
produced in this manner, except in those some- 
what exceptional cases in which the blocked 
drain or sewer contains the excreta of some other 
-typhoid patient. When, however, the sewer 
does contain the necessary infective material, 
derived from some antecedent case, I certainly 
think that the emanations from such sewer are 
capable of transmitting the disease. Some 


a 
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1,601 registered comman lodging-honses in the 
colony as compared with 840 during 1896 and 
457 during 1895. 
licensed to accommodate 16,905 persons, but 
there must be many more Chinese dwellings 
which come within the legal definition of com- 
-mon lodging-house seeing that there are more 
than 100,000 unmarried Chinamen in the colony. 


for various offences during the year and 289 
convictions obtained, the penalties imposed 
amounting to $2,085. | 


during the year, and the staff bave therefore 
been able to press forwh 

improvements which had been already legislated 
for but which in many cases had not been 
carried aut by property owners, such for instance 
as the concreting of ground surfaces, the regu- 
lation of cubicles and cdcklofts, the registration 
of common lodging-honses, the occupation of 
basements, etc., and the good results of such 
general improvement in the sanitury condition 
of the colony will be found in the reduced death- 
rate which has already} been recorded in this 
report. These duties have been performed in an 
efficient and at the same time, I venture to 
think, in a judicious manner, and I consider 
that the Sanitary Board has every reason to be 
satisfied with the work which the staff has per- 
formed during the past year. 


given a tabular statement of the sanitary con- 
dition of. former health districts 5 and 6 (now 
practically 5, 6, 7, and 8) proposed for the use 
of the Insanitary Properties Commission. The 
total nuniber of houses in the district is 3,095, 
and of these only 565,/or 18 pcr vent, are 
pronounced to be in a/fairly good sauiwry 
condition. 


Works for the following statement in contiec- 
tion with the water supply :— 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
| years ago I suggested the probability of enteric 


fever 
sewage-laden soil, for a8 long a period even as 
twelve months, and ict such is actually the 
‘case has quite recent 
proved by Robertson and Sidney Martin,’ so 
that if may be ho easy matter to trace the 
antecedent case in those instances that are at- 
tributable . to 
sewers, but that such ajcasé must have occurred 
is one of the first principles of the germ-theory 
of disease. ae 


germs retaining their vitality in a 


ly been experimentally 
cheked or defective draing or 


Common Lodging Houses.—There are now 


These lodging-houses are 


Prosecutions.—317 summonses were issued 


Staff—No. serious \epidemic has - occurred 


rd the various sanitary 


Insanitary Dwellings—In an appendix is 


THE WATER SUPPLY. 
—-—1—__ 
We are indebted to the Director of Public 
\ 
On lst April, 1898, the water in Tytam 


Reservoir was 29 feet 24 inches below the over- 


flow representing a storage of 187,933,000 gal- 
lons, while the water in’ Pokfulum Reservoir 
was 7 feet 94 inches below the overflow, repre- 
senting a storage of 48,754,000 gallons. The 
total storage was thus 236,687,900 gallons. 

The iollowing are the figures on the corres- 


pending dates last year :— 
Level | Storage 
Tytam 20 feet 112 inches 237,000,000 
Pokfulum 19 feet 74 inches 24,809,000 
Total: iicsticcciscsccacacss 261,809,000 


The total consumption for all purposes dur- 
ing March was 88,313,000 gallons, giving with 
an estimated population of 177,450 an average 
daily consumption of 16 gallons per head. 

For the corresponding period last year the 
total consumption was 79,868,000 gallons or an 
average daily consumption of 15.2 gallons per 
head for the population of 169,000. 

The Government Analyst reports the water 
to be of excellent quality. 


At Tokyo on 23rd March, at about 2.30 a.m., 
fire broke out in a store shed at No. 6 Nichome, 
Harukimachi, Hongo, owned by Mr. Yokoma- 
kura Shotaro cf Ichome, Harukimachi, The 
flames, fanned by a strong north-easterly wind, 
spread yery rapidly and 1,112 houses were re- 
duced to ashes, inclading the Haruki Theatre 
and many other important buildings. It was 
not until 6.30 a.m. that the fire was rot under 
control.| During the fire one person is reported 
to have been burnt to death. ‘The canse of the 
fire, thongh not accurately known, is believed to 
have beat incendiarism.—Japan Mail. 
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THE DEPARTURE OF MR, WODK. 
HOUSE. 


’ he Hon. H. E. Wodehonse, C.M.G., left the 
colony for good on 6th April by the C..P. 
steamer Empress of China, having rotired ‘from 
the public service, Mr. Wodehouse came ont. 
as a cadet in 1867 and hes seen service 
in acting or substantive appointments in 
most of 
Since 1881 he has been Police Magistrate and 
Coroner, and in that, as in all the previous-offices 
he filled, he has given his whole hearted service 
to his duties and has earned the respect of every 
one, even the lawyers, notwithstanding their 
frequent complaints 
difficulty in making him see their points when 
arguing before ‘him. In his earlier days Mr. 
Wodehouse was an activo member of the 
Victoria Recreation Club and for some years 
acted as Secretary. He wasa capable organiser 
and; his services were requisitioned as - Hon. 
Secretary to the Hongkong Commission in ' 
connection with the Indian and Colonial Exhi- 
bition, for which he received the distinction of 
C.M.G. He was also Hon. Secretary of the - 
Committee which had charge of the arrange- 
mas for celebrating the Colony’s Jubilee in 

is the inventor of the fire dispatch box used by 
the Fire Brigade, which has been found useful 
in extinguishing incipient fires. 
Wodehouse a speedy recovery from the effects 
of his recent illness and many years of health 
win hich to enjoy his well earned pension. 


FAREWELL SPEECHES AT THE MAGISTRACY, 


the Government departments. © 


that they had great 


Mr. Wodehouse, we may also mention, 


We wish Mr, 


At the request of Hon. H. E. Wodehouse, 


C.M.G., the European members of the Hong- 
kong Police Force assembled at the Magistracy 
on Monday afternoon 4th April to take part in 
a farewell ceremony. 


Mr. Wodehouse referred to the important 


duties of the Police in their conduct towards 
the Chinese population. He said the police 
were the real exponents of British rule. M agis- 
trates administered the law and the Police, as 
the executive officers, were the exponents of 
the law with which the Chinese more especially 
came into contact. The position occupied by 
the Magistrates and the police were not the 
highest positions, and yet they were the offiéers 
wlio <:ore especially came into close contact 
with the Chinese, and hence it was more im- 
portant that they should impress upon the 
Chinese the equity and purity of British rule. 
During his ocoupancy of the Bench he had 
‘always found the Police Inspectors willing to 
come to him in all quéstions, and wherever 
he had been doubtful as to whether he 
could do justice to a case or not be invari- 


ably asked the Inspectors their opinion of 
the case, as by their contact with both sides 
of the case they would be in a position to 
judge of its merits, and he belioved with the 
assistance thus rendered by the Inspectors; 
justice was done in the case. Referring to the 
unfortnnate occurrences of last year he hoped 
that now the matter had been settled it wonld 
be the last affair of the kind in the Police 
Force. They must remember that though a - 
coustable’s pay was small he occupied a most 
honourable position, and while they discharged 
their duties faithfully and did not fall. into 
temptation they were doing a great service to- 
wards the community in general. It was their 
duty to enforce the municipal and other regula- 
tions. He need not say he had his own views 
of how those regulations should be enforced, 
but he knew that in their present Captain 
Superintendent of Police they had one who 
had ordered the enforcement of these re- 
gulations with due tact’ and regard to 
Chinese thoughts and ideas, and those officers 
who had been promoted to take the place of 
those who had gone would, he felt sure, in every 
way justify the choice of the Captain Superin- 
tendent of Police, and do their duty fearlessly 
and honestly. In conclusion, Mr. Wodehouse, 
who was deeply affected, said he was extremely . 
sorry to have to bid them good-bye. He hoped - 
the few remarks he had made would be given’ 
due consideration’ and that. those whom ‘he 
had addressed would benefit from them. ee 
Chief-Inspector Mackie, replying on behalf. . 
of the members of the Police Force, thanked .. 
Mr. Wedehouse for his kind words: - He. added ©: 


that as Police Magistrate Mr, Wodehouse had’. "| 
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been more intimately conneoted with the Police 
Force than any other official in the Government 
service outside the Force, He had always 

- taken a great interest in everything connected 
with the Force, and had rendered kind assistance 
to the Force in his official capacity. Mr. Wode- 
house had always been considerate and willing 
to assist, the Police in sifting evidence in difficult 
cases, and they were all very sorry that on 
account of ill-health he had been compelled to 
resign from the high position he had so long 
and ably filled. He wished him good-bye, a 
pleasant voyage home, and renewed health and 

‘long life to enjoy his pension in the old country. 
(Applause). 

PRESENTATION FROM THE CHINESE, 
Yesterday afternoon a large number of Chinese 
gentlemen assembled in the second court of 
Police for the purpose of presenting an address 
from the Chinese community. 

- Mr. Fung Wa Chuen, who acted as spokes- 
man, said—Mr. Wodehouse, Sir, I have a duty 
to perform to-day which at once affords me 
pleasure and regret—pleasure in the fact that I 

“am now conveying to you the good-will and 
esteem of my countrymen in Hongkong, and 
regretthat we are parting from one for whom we 
have the highest regard and respect (hear, hear, 
and applause). The way in which you have 
carted out your onerous duties stamp you as a 
just and upright magistrate, knowing neither 


} 
{ 


~ fear nor favour, and your fine judgment has 


ver stood you in good stead in dealihg with 
the cases that came before you. The Chinese, 
from the highest to the humblest, always knew 
they would have full consideration and a’ pati- 
ent hearing from-you, and they desire now to 
express their good feeling towards you and to 

‘ask your acceptance of the following address, 

which I shall now read :— 
FAREWELL ADDRESS, 
To The Hon. Henry Ernest Wodehouse, 
C.M.G., from the Chinese Community of 

’ Hongkong. 

Hongkong, 5th April, 1898. 
Ssr,— 

' In view of your approaching departure from 
the colony, we, the undersigned, representa- 
tives of the Chinese Community of Hongkong, 
desire to mark our very hearty appreciation of 
the manner in which, for so many years, you 
Sed the duties of the office of Chief 
Police Magistrate of the colony. Those duties 
we know were ever arduous, difficult, and highly 
responsible, but you brought to them a tact and 
a knowledge of law and human nature that 
admirably fitted you for the satisfactory carry- 
ing out thereof. 

Magis(erial functions in a colony like this 
must be beset with many difficulties, but your 
kindly consideration, and patience, and your 
strong and earnest desire for the proper ad- 
ministration of justice to all classes, rich and 
poor alike, have made you very many friends 


amongst our countrymen. 


Asa just aid thoroughly conscientious and 
humane gentleman we shall always remember 
you with the kindliest of thonghts. Not alone 
in the Magisterial Office, but in the Govern- 
ment of the colony you have rendered valuable 
service as Colonial Treasurer, Acting Colonial 
Secretary, Coroner, and Superintendent of the 

- Hongkong Fire Brigade, and it is no idle thing 
when we say we deeply regret your departure. 
We ask your acceptance of this address and 
trust that it will always-call to your mind the 
respect and esteem with which you are regarded 
by the native residents of this distant iste in 
the Far East, 7 

In conclusion, Sir, we beg to assure you of 
our most cordial good wishes for yourself, 
Mrs. Wodehouse and family. We trust that 
all prosperity and happiness may be yours, and 

. that you may long be spared to enjoy the 
reward your services here have so well earned. 
—We have the honour to be, sir, yours most 
truly, > 

. (Here follow about 300 signatures.) 
Mr. Fung Wa Chuen (continuing)—I have 

now much pleasure in handing you this address, 
to which there is appended over 300 signatures. 
Mr. Wodehouse, in reply, said—Mr. Fung 
‘Wa Chuen and gentlemen, I do not know of 
anything that could have given me greater 
pleasure than to receive this address from your 
hands at the close of my term of office in this 
colony. As you say, for along time—for many 


years past—I have been connected with the ad-. 
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ministration of justice in this colony, and you 
well poiat out the difficulties there are con- 
nected with the performance of those duties. 
I am painfully aware how strange some of 
our laws and regulations must be to a com- 
munity like the Chinese, who have been 
brought up under a different state of things 
and under different anspices. Nothing that 
you could have done could have given mo 


greater pleasure than the presentation of this” 


address, coming, as you say it does, from the re- 
presentative portion of the Chinese community. 
Iam exceedingly grateful to you for your ad- 
dress and shall value it most highly. It is most 
kind ‘of you to express your sense of satisfaction 
with the way in which the Magistrates here dis- 
charge their duties, I can assure you that we 
who occupy this Bench in the administration of 
justice—one and all—are anxious to do our duty. 
(Applause). As you are doubtless aware, the 
terms of the oath of office which we take are 
that we shall bear no favour, good-will, or 
affection, but that in everything we shall be 
-actuated strictly by a sense of duty and a sense 
of impartiality. I am afraid the decisions of 
the Magistrates may appear strange and erro- 
neous at times, but I hope you will believe that 
if mistakes are made. it is not from any in- 
tention of doing injustice but through an incom- 
plete knowledge of the circumstances with which 
they have to deal. I was yesterday saying a 
few words of farewell {o the police in this 
colony, and I pointed out to them that British 
rule in this colony deals most closely with the 
Chinese population through the Police and the 
Magistracy. At every point of your lives they 
touch you in some way or other. If you have 
complaints to make against others of the com- 
munity, it is to the Magistrates you apply; and 
if yon have assistancé to obtain, it is to the police 
that you refer, I believe that the Magistracy 
have always been very harmonious, and it is a 
pleasure to me, in the presence of the Chinese 
that now come forward to say farewell to me,—it 
is a pleasure to me to express my gratitude to the 
Police for the able and conscientious assistance 
they have always given to the Mazpistrate. 
(Applause). Iam glad to think that it is not 
often incumbent upon you, gentlemen, to put 
in an appearance at the Magistracy, but if you 
had occasion to do so you would always find 
that the Inspectors, sergeants and members of 
the Police Force generally cordially co-operate 
with the Magistrate and assist him to perform 
his duty and to render justice. It is very 
important indeed, with so large a portion 
of the community here composed of Chi- 
nese, that the greatest confidence should 
exist between that community and the Ma- 
gistrates and the police, and in what you have 
said to me to-day I regard it as a compliment 
expressed not only to myself but to those who 
have so ably assisted me during the time 1 
have been here. (Applause). I may also take 
it, I think, that although our laws may appear 
strange to you and although you may be in ignor- 
ance of some of them, and although they are 
multifarious and touch,in some instances, on what 
you consider private and domestic affairs, yet, at 
the same time, the general result is that you en- 
tertain a sincere respect and regard for the in- 
stitution under which we live. You enjoy liberty 
here, and, so far as we are able to give it to you, 
I hope you enjoy justice. (Applanse.) All the 
Magistrates, including myself, have ever made it 
our anxious effort to make no distinction between 
one nationality and another (hear, hear); and 
we are most desirous, whoever the complainant 
may be, whether European or Chinese, or 
whoever the defendant may be, whether 
Chinese: or European, that the decisions may be 
not in accordance with what either party wishes 
bnt in accordance with what the justice of the 
case requires. (Applause.) As. I have said 
this address of yours to me, as far as I 


am personally concerned, far exceeds my 
merits and what I deserve, and yet, at the 
fal to you 


same time, I am deeply grate 
for having thought of me in this way. 
There is no parting gift I shall treasure so 
much, as that you have presented to me to-day, 
because it is a kind of justification or apprecia- 
tion of the poor but honest attempts 1 have 
made todo justly amongst yourselves and to 
deal impartially with all of you. With these 
few words, I wish you farewell, and I am most 


happy to have been the recipient of this address" 


at your hands. 


| 
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Mr. Fung Wa Chuen—An occasion like this 
should not be allowed to terminate without 


three hearty cheers for Mr. Wodehouse, Mra. . 


W odehonse and serge 


the Magistrate (Capt. Hastings. was hearing 


case in the adjoining Court), but I hope he will - 


forgive us. 

Three hearty cheers having been given, Mr. 
Wodehouse said—Thank you, gentlemen. ‘Will 
you allow me to say, on behalf of Mrs. Wode- 
house, that she will be equally grateful and 
pleased to hear of these proceedings to-day of 
which I will duly acquaint her. She has spent 
some years in this culony, and always looks 
back to the place with the fondest recollection. 
Iam very much obliged to you, gentlemen, for 
your attendance. 

At the close, Mr. Wodehonse shook hands 
with the whole of the gentlemen present, and 
was deeply affected at bidding them farewell. 

FURTHER PRESENTATIONS, 


As reported in our issue of 6th ‘April, the 


Hon. H. E. Wodehouse, C.M.G., who has re- 
tired from the public service after a long and 
successful career, was on Monday the recipient 
of an address from the Chinese community of 
Hongkong marking their very hearty apprecia- 
tion of the manner in which bs had performed 
his duties, and on Wedneday another interesting 
little function was witnessed at the Magis- 
tracy, the Magistracy staff presenting him and 
Mrs. Wodehouse with tokens of their good. feel- 
ing. The souvenirs for Mr. Wodehouse con- 
sisted of a magnificent and beautifully chased 
silver bowl of dragon and bamboo pattern and an 
address and that for Mrs. Wodehouse of a gold 
brooch of an exceedjngly pretty pattern and 
bearing the apt inscription in Chinese charac- 
ters, “Fuk shau,” that is “Happiness and 
longevity.” 

Mr. Na Qwat SHANG said—Being ono of the 
oldest officers in this department, I have been 
requested to say a few words of farewell to you 


on behalf of the officers, past and present, who - 
have had the honour of serving under you in - 


this Magistracy. It was with the greatest 
regret that we first learned that you had been 
compelled to retire from the Bench on account 
of ill-health, and we could not let the occasion 
pass by without expressing the profound respect 
and esteem in which we hold you. The most 
important and responsible post of Police 
Magistrate has been held by you for the past 17 
years, and you have administered justice to the 
Chinese population in this colony without fear, 
favour, or illwill. Being well acquainted with 
the manners and customs of the Chinese you 
have justly, honestly, and faithfully discharged 
your duties not only to the satisfaction of the 


Government but to the public at large. I- 


am also asked to say that we, the officers of 


this department, past and present, wish to ex- - 


press our heartfelt thanks to you for the-kind- 
ness and courtesy we have received at your 
hands, i hope, sir, that the occasion will- not 


We are rather near: 


only remind you of us, but of this colony, where : 


you have spent the best part of your life. We 
wish you good bye and a pleasant voyage, and 
pray you will be spared by Almighty God to 
long enjoy the pension you so well deserve. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Wopeucuss, in replying, said—Mr. 
Ng Qwai Shang and gentlemen, I am extreme- 
ly grateful for the kind way in which you have 
taken notice of my approaching departure. 
I can assure you it is a matter of the deepest 
regret to me to retire from a service in which 
I have served for a considerable period—for 31 
years—and in which I have spent so many pleas- 
ant times. The greater part of that service 
has been spent in connection with the Police 
Force. For the last 17 years I have served as 


Police Magistrate, with you and others as my 
clerical staff. It is my duty: to thank you most © 
heartily for the attention you have given to. 


your dnties. You have materially assisted the 
Magistrate in his work. I know of no staff that 


could have more ably and more intelligently and 


more dutifally done their work than those with 
whom it has been my privilege to serve in this 
department. As for Mr. Ng Qwai Shang and 


his brother, Mr. George Ng Fuk Shang, they | 


are in a way my brothers, as it were. That is 


to cay they were introduced into this service by — 
me, and I have.,served with them ever since. - 
: h 
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I regard him asa genius. He can turn from 
one language to another with the same facility 
that a driver can turn his yehicle, either to the 
right or to the left. Hecan turn from Hindu- 
stani.to Chinese and from Chinese to Hindu- 
stani and from both to English with most 
wonderful facility and in a way which does his 
abilities the greatest credit. I am deeply 
indebted to Mr. Ng Qwai Shang for the kind 
way in which he has referred to the time 
during which we have been together. I am 
sincere in thinking that the terms in which he 
has so kindly spuken of me were sincere. 

know so well what my own feelings have been 
with regard to you.that I know that they must 
be reciprocal, and I know how anxious [ 
have been to have no differences in the 
department aud that we should all work 
harmoniously for the good of the service. Iam 
sure the terms in which you have spoken of me 
ate felt to be the feelings of your own hearts. 
Lam sorry that this is really—as it is—the last 
occasion on which we shall mect, and as you have 
asked me to accept your good wishes I trust you 
will also accept from me my very best. thanks 
to each of you for the very kind way in which 
you have discharged your duties here. You 
have discharged them with intelligence and 
with zeal. From tke first to last I have had no 
complaint to make of anybody. It is a matter 
of regret to me that the first clerk, with whom 
you have -been ‘associated for so long, is now 
away, and is unahle to be here to hear me testify 
to his good qualitics. I am sure that if he had 
been here he would have been glad to have 
joined with you in wishing me good-bye. The 
irst clerk occupies a very responsible post, one 
, that requires great intelligence and great tact 

‘and ability and business capacity. Mir. Arthur 
has filled that post for a great many years, and 
from the knowledge you hava of him, and from 
the intimate connection in which you have 
been thrown with him, I have been able to 
gee that owing to his tact and discretion the 
harmonious working of the department has been 
very greatly facilitated. You have now an old 
and fried servant in Mr. Duggan, who has 
gained his laurels in the Police Force, and I 
&m sure you will find him equally ready to 
meet your wishes and to consider your wants 
and serve with you to the credit of the depart- 
ment. I hope you will all of you be spared to 
enjoy long life and good health. I wish all of 
you an honourable, a useful, and a prosperous 
career. I am extremely obliged to you for your 
attendance here to-day. (Applause.) 

Mr. DuaGan said—Mr. Wodehouse. Having 
been so short a time in the department I 
thought it best to allow Mr. Ng Qwai Shang to 
introduce the remarks to you; but now I hare 
a pleasant duty to perform. I will ask your 
acceptance of a slight sonvenir from the Magis- 
tracy staff, past and present, and a few friends 
who have known you in connection with your 
Magisterial duties. They hope it will Le ac- 
cepted by you as a pledge of the esteem and 
respect in which they lave always held you. J 
hope you may-long be spared to remember the 
very pleasant time—for it must have been pleas- 
ant where all have worked together so harmoni- 
ously—we have spent together. We would also 
ask Mrs, Wodeliouse’s acceptance of this 
brooch from the clerical staff. It is small in 
itself, but it bears upon it in Chinese characters 
“ Fuk shau,” that is ** Happiness and longevity.” 
It is the earnest wish of all present that happi- 
ness and long years may be the portion of you 
and your family. (Applause ) 


Mr. WopEHnovusE—Mr. Duggan and getitle- 
men. It is really too good of you to have 
thought of remembering us in this way. Both 
ipy wife and I are only tco happy to accept 
these very pretty and tasteful mementoes of the 
time we have spent here. I am sure my wife 
will be delighted to accept this little sonvenir 
from you and as for your present to me, I: think 
it is going far beyond anything I have deserved 
to have obtained such a very handsome souvenir 
from you. I accept what you have given to me 
with the greatest pleasure. I am very much 
qbliged t® you. (Applause.) : 

Mr, Duacan—Mr. Wodehouse. We pro- 
pese presenting you with an address signed by 
the present staff and otherg.9 have served 
with you, and we will ask tance of it 

Tr : 


when~you arrive in E 
nut availed us fo dra 
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manner, and we will ask you to allow us to for- 
ward it to you. 

Mr. WopEeHouse—Mr. Duggan and gentle- 
men. You are most kind, and I shall have the 
greatest pleasure in receiving this address when. 
ever you think itproper to present it. (Applanse.) 

The proceedings then terthinated, Mr. Wede- 
house cordially shaking hands with the company 
as they left the room. : 


SPECIAL LICENSING SESSIONN. 
: —__+—__. 
AN APPLICATION REFUSED. 

On Tuesdey a special sessions of the Justices 
of the Peace was held in the Justices’ Room at 
the Magistracy for the purpose of considering 
applications from (1) James William Osborne 
for the transfer of his publican’s licence to 
sell and retail intoxicating liquors on the pre- 
mises situate at Shaukiwan Road, under the 
sign of “The Bay View Hotel,” to one Henry 
Williams ; (2) Luiz M. Lobo for the transfer of 
his publican’s licence to sell and retail intoxica- 
ting liquors on the premises situate at Elgin 
Road, British Kowloon, under the sign of “ The 
Kowloon Hotel,” to one James William Os- 
borne; (3) Arthur Henry Harper for a pub. 
lican’s licence to sell and retail intoxicating 
liquors on the prémises situate at Nos. 242 and 
244, Queen's Road Central, under the sign of 
“The Sportsman's Arms.” : : 

Commander W. C. H. Hastings presided, and 


‘there were also present the Rev. R. F. Cobbold, 


Mr, C:’Vivian Ladds, Mr. E, W. Mitchell, Mr. 
C. W. Duggan, and Inspector Mackie, repre- 
senting the Police. 

There was no objection fo the first and 
second applications, but with regard to the 
third - 

Mr.-Ladds said he should like to object to 
this license being granted. There were quite 
enough in this place already. He knew that 
the application was made in another name and all 
that sort of thing, but it would mean the sama 
people. 

Mr. Bowley, who appeared for Mr. Harper, 
said that this application had no connection 
with Hock Goon whatever. He was informed 
that the latter had left the premises altogether, 
and removed to the other end of Queen's Road 
West and could have no possible connection with 
Mr. Harper. The Police had full information 
on the matter. They knew Mr. Harper had 
agreed to take the place and’ the premises 
from the owner, and that he had no connection 
whatever with Hock Goon. My. Harper bore 
an excellent character, and was the sort of man 
who should hold a license in Hongkong. He 
was an Englishman, he had been in the Royal 
Navy for a number of years, and his character 
had‘always been excellent. He had been manager 
of the Stag Hotel for a year anda half, This 
was not an application for a new license, but 
for the transfer of a license which had been 
in existence fora great number of years. He 
could not see what ground there could be for 
refusing the license aud depriving the owner of 
the property of what must be a valuable asset 
in the way of rent. He believed there was one 
house in Hongkong at present closed — the 
‘Traveller's Hotel ’—and therefore the licences 
in Hongkong were reduced by one. 

The Justices considered their discision in 
private, ultimately announcing that they had 
decided not to grant the application. 


ThE PLAGUE. — 


In reference to the remarks made in a 
recent issue as to the necessity of the medical 
inspection of passengers arriving from Swatow, 
we learn that inspection has been in force since 
the Sth February last, but Swatow was not de- 
clared an infected port because although plague 
existed at a town some thirty miles away Swatow 
itself was at that time believed to be free of tha 
disease. : 

With reference {o the reported existence of 
plague at Macao and the remarks made upon it 
at the meeting of tke Sanitary Board on 31st 
March, our Macaocorrespondent writes flatly con- 
tradicting the report. He says that a great dread 
of plague exists at Macao, that if a single case 
occurred the number would be magnified to ten, 
and that if the disease was known to have ap- 
peared in one house there would be a large 
exodus from the street and many jouses would 


y.. be vacated, but at present people move freely all Gi 
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over the city without fear. Our correspondent - 


cannot believe that any case could have occurred. 
without its being at once knownallover the colony. - 


“If any did occur he says the people would mach 


rather remain in Macao than fly to Hongkong, 
becanse the measures taken by the Government - 
of Macao are much milder and less oppressive * 
than those adopted by the authorities in Hong- 
kong. In fact, he says, Macao has much more 
to fear from Hongkong than Hongkong from 
Macao. Medical inspection of arrivals from 
Hongkong was established at Macao a month 
ago. Some cases of small pox have oocurred, 


-but.they have been of a mild type. 


With all respect to our correspondent, his 
opinion founded upon inference and deduction 
cannot weigh against the positive evidence of 
Dr. Atkinson, Principal Civil Medical Officer, 
who at the Sanitary Board meeting stated that 
he had himself seen two cases of plague in a 
hospital at Macao. 

During the list few days the existence of 
plague at Canton has been demonstrated. 

We hear that Dr. Atkinson, Principal Civil 
Medical Officer, left for Macao on Sunday and 
from thera will proceed to Canton, 

During the week ended the 2nd April the 
number of cases of plague reported was 45 and 
the number of deaths 40, making the total - 
number since the lst January 232 cases and 200 
deaths. For the twenty-four hours ended at 
noon on the 3rd April the number of new cases 
was 10 and of deaths 10: 4th April, 9 cases and 
10 deaths; Eth April, 16 cases and 10 deaths; 
6th April, 19 cases and 13 deaths; 7th April, 14 
cases and 13 deaths. 


THE DISCOVERY OF THE SEA- 
ROUTE TO INDIA. 


> 
BY F. MONTALTO DE JESUS. 
As armas ¢ og varoes assinalados 
Que da occidental praia lusitana 
Por mares nunca d’antes'‘navegados 
Pasearam inda alem da Taprobana. 
“ Tustadas.’ 

Four centuries ago Vasco da Gama landed at 
Calicut, having successfully accomplished tha 
voyage from Lisbon to India. The object of 
the numerous expeditions which had commenced 
with the initiative of Piince Henry.the Navi- 
gator was at last ottainad. It was destined 
that the great discovery should be made, not by 
a powerful nation that commanded great fleets 
aud large armies, but by a little kingdom that 
was scarcely discernible on the map of Europe, 
and whose population never reached 3,000,000. 
The Portuguese were, however, in other re-- 
spects eminently qualified to undertake the 
daring enterprise which they carried {o such a 
successful issue. Their constant wars with the 
Moors, both in Europe and in Morocco, had 
made them a nation of soldiers; their frequent 
expeditions in search of new lands had inured 
them to the hardships and perils-of the 8ea ; 
they had unbounded faith in their own strength, 
and they atoned for the smallness of their num- 
bers by the indomitable courage and tenacity 
of purpose which characterised them in those 
days. The idea of reaching India by circum- 
navigating Africa was deeply rooted in their 
minds. hey had equipped squadron after 
squadron in search of the route, but on 
the accession of King Emmanuel they had 
not gone beyond Algoa Bay. The dis- 
covery of America by Columbus, however, 
stimulated them to greater efforts towards 
the accomplishment of the project which they 
had so long nourished and so often attempted 
in vain. : 

Three ships, of a little over one hundred tons 
each, that had been built in the time of John 
II., were now equipped for another expedition. 
Who was the man to whom he shonld entrust 
the command of the expedition, was a problem 
that sorely troubled the mind of Emmannel. — 
From a window in the palace he conld see the 
San Rafael rocking on the blue waters of the 
Tagus. Who wonld carry the ship across the 
Atlantic, past the Cape of Good Hope, where 
storms were so frequent, across seas unknown 
and never ploughed before, still farther towards 
the gorgeous East, whose fabulous riches he 
coveted, to the land whose dusky tribes peopled . 
his dreams? Gaspar Correa, in the “Lendas __ 
da India,”, relates that whilst these Hough 
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believed in the interposition of providence in 
human affairs, was strangely affected by his ap- 
pearance at such an opportune moment. He 
was convinced that it was the will of Heaven 
that he should employ this man for the arduous 
enterprise which he was about to undertake, 
and he'appointed Vasco da Gama admiral of the 
fleet. And so it dame to pass that Vasco da 
Gama commanded the expedition that resulted 
in such splendid achievements, that was destined 
to siilods so many absurd theories respecting 
the limits of the earth—theories circumscribing, 
at the same time, the limits of human knowledge 
and human aspirations—that struck, in Asia, a 
terrific blow at the growing Moslem power and 


_checked its advance, while in Europe kings and 


princes forgot their own feuds in a common en- 
deavour to extirpate the enemy of the religion 
of Christ. 

The fleet sailed from Lisbon on the 25th of 
March, 1497, and made its way to {he Capa Verde 
islands. Thence the course of the ships was 
directed towards the Cape of Good Hope, which 
was then the bouudary of navigation. They en- 
countered terrific storms at the Cape, which they 
doubled, it is stated, without having seen it. 
Nor was the fury of the elements the only obstacle 
they had to contend with. The inclemency 
of the weather and the privations which they 
had suffered made the crew desperate. They 
elamoured to be allowed to return to Portugal ; 
they said they were drifting to certain destruc- 
tion; the unkuown seas they were crossing led 
orly to the gates of Hell, where Satau was lying 
in wait for them ; their superstitious minds con- 
jured up all sorts of supernatural visions, and 
they supplicated Vasco da Gama, with tears in 
their eyes, to desist from prosecuting a voyage 
which could only end in disaster. 

Vasco da Gaina spoke kindly to them. Ha 
pointed out to them that their fears were ground- 
less, that they would fail in their duty to the 
King if they returned to Portugal without an 
errand from the country they had been seut to 
discover; besides, he had sworn when he- left 
Portugal that he would not retrace a single step 
that he should take in the directiou of India. The 
men, however, were not satisfied ; they renewed 
their demands; they whispered to themselves 
that Vasco da Gama was one man, and they 
were many, and they concerted plans to coerce 
him to tack to. When he saw that soft words 
and good advice were alike unavailing, he 
threatened the crew to drag them along to 
India by the beard, and to throw overboard the 
first man who dared to speak of returning to 
Portugal. This did not intimidate the crew. 
They ~were willing, they said, to risk their 
lives in the service of the King, but they would 


. not endanger their souls in a foolhardy under- 


taking; besides, if they returned to Portugal, 
the King would forgive them, if he only knew 
of the hardships they had undergone; at all 
events, if they had to die, it was preferable to 
face death in their own country, near their 
wives:and children, rather than perish in these 
monstrous seas, their bodies to be the food for 
fishes, and-their souls damned for ever. 

Happily for them, and for Portugal, Vasco da 
Gama was not the man to be intinidated Wy the 
threats of foolish children afraid of a ghost. 
He gave out to the men that he was willing to 
comply with their demands, provided they gave 
him a written document, stating that in view 
of the deplorable circumstances they were in it 
‘was impossible to continue the voyage. The 
crew were overjoyed at this unexpected de- 
nouement.* They Had expected to face the 
anger of Vasco da Gama, and they found him 
amenable to reason. ‘They eagerly followed 
hinr to his cabin, but, no sooner had they done 
so, than they were arrested, and put in irons. 
Gaspar Correa, the inimitable chronicler of the 
events which took place in India during the 
Portuguese rule, puts the following words in 
the mouth of Vasco da Gama on that 
memorable occasion: “Henceforth, men,” he 
said, “you have neither captain nor pilot; 
our vnly pilot is God, and he shall lead us where 
he wills, but it is not for Portugal that we ara 
bound.” His firm attitude during ‘his crisis 
effectually repressed all further attempts at 
mutiny, and contrasted strongly with the 
attitude of Colambus on an analogous occasion. 
The latter, when he found that he conld not 
control his insubordinate crew, who were fully 
determined not to allow the great navigetor to 
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them with visions of the untold wealth that 
would be theirs when they reached land; he 
exhorted them to patience, and finally: he 
entreated them to grant him three days’ graee, 
on the expiration of which, if land was not 
sighted, he would return to Spain. Although 
this concession was merely a ruse to gain 
time, because Columbus had geen in-’ 
fallible signs of the near proximity of land, 
still, if the verdant, fields of San Salvador had 
not met the guze of his crew on the last day, 
the famous voyage would have been undertaken 


in vain. 

The weather calmed down shortly after they 
had doubled the formidable Cape; the force of 
the wind, which blew with hurricane violence, had 
now abated,and the mountainous waves no longer 
threatened io submerge the frail vessels, Each 
uight as it passed into day revived the spirits 
of the crew, who were now confident that they 
were approaching the goal for which they had 
set out. On Christmas day they sighted land, 
which was appropriately named “Terra de 
Natal.” They resumed the voyage, and crept 
along the south east coast of Africa. Having 
reached the mouth of a large river they 
cast anchor, in order to repair the weather- 
beaten ships. One of the vessels was found to 
be so badly damaged that it was necessary to 
break her up, and the crew were divided between 
tho two remaining ships. Mozambique, Quiloa, 
and Mombassa were’ successively reached. On 
the way they picked up a Moorish broker, 
Davané by name, who proved of invaluable help 
to the Portuguese by his intelligence and, above 
all, by his fidelity. Steering onwards. they 
reached Melinde, where they exchanged cour- 
tesies with the King. who supplied them with the 
two best pilots that he could obtain. 

Vasco da Gama was now certain that he was 
on the way to India. He sailed across the 
Indian Ocean, and ou the 2Uth of May. 1498. he 
anchored his ships before the city-of Calicut, 
having successfully acvomplished one of the 
most difficult voyages that have ever been 
undertaken, His energy, his.intrepidity, and 
his firmnes: of purpose amidst all the dangers 
that surrounded him, enabled him to succeed 
where his predecessors had failed. When he 
reached India, and when the minarets and 
stately edifices of Calicut rose in view like the 
Vision of an enchanted land, he must have felt 
a thrill of pride in the consciousness of being 
able to bring {o his King, aptly surnamed the 
fortunate, {h® tidings of the glorious discovery 
he had made, after so many perils braved, and 
so many obstacles overcome. 

During his stay at Calicut, events shaped 
themselves in a way that left no doubt in 
the mind of Vasco da (rama as to the treacherous 
character of the people among whom he had 
come. At Quiloa aud Mombassa his ships had 
been nearly wrecked, at the instigation of the 
Moors, by the pilots who had been sent on board 
for the purpose of navigating the ships on rocks. 
At Calicut the same causes were at work. 

The policy of the Portuguese at this period 
was essentially one of conciliation. In order to 
ingratiaté themselves with the natives, they 
allowed themselves {0 be robbed in all their 
commercial transactions. Thus, in their first at- 
tempt to load their ships, they obtained “ ginger, 
which was heavily loaded with red clay, and 
; cinnamon which was old, of a bad quality, and 
quite unserviceable.” They paid exorbitant 
; prices for these goods Bunt the profuse liber- 
ality which they displayed admirably served the 
purpose for which it was intended. It excited 
the cupidity of the Zamorin, who was favourably 
disposed towards the Portuguese, and inclined 
to enter into trade relations with a people who 
showed sucb great disregard of the value and 
weight of the commodities « hich they purchased. 
He sent a message to Vasco da Gama desiring 
him to visit him at the palace. Davane, the 
broker whom they had picked up at Mozambique, 
strongly dissuaded the Portuguese from landing 
at Calicut without having obtained hostages 
from the Zamorin. His Majosty assented to 
these conditions, and sent three Nairs on board 
the Portuguese vessels. Vasco da Gama there- 
upon landed ic state, and was received in 
, audience by the King, to whom he delivered the 
| letter he brought with him from the King of 
Portugal expressing a desire that the Portuguese 
might be allowed to trade in the country. 

The Moors in the meantime had not been idle. 


-, They-had seen with consternation the arrival 
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of the Portuguese ships, They quickly dis- 
cerned that these vessels wonld be followed by 
others, with corresponding disadvantages to the 
trade, the monopoly of which they had’ so long 
enjoyed, and which enriched every country 
through which it passed. At the time of the 
first Portuguese expedition the entire trade of 
India was centred in the-hands of the Moors. 
The products of India, and of the Spice Islands, 
were carried through the Persiau Gulf or the Red 
Sea to Aleppo and the other ports in the: Levant, 
and to Suezand Alexandria. From these centres, 
Venetian ships carried the goods to Venice, 
and thence they distributed them. throughout 
Europe. The Moors could not view with 
equanimity the arrival of the Portuguese in - 
India. They foresaw the ruin of their own trade, 
if their new rivals were to establish a direct sea- 
route from Europe to India, which would divert 
the bulk of the trade to Lisbon, and they tried 
to avert the impending doom by driving the 
Portuguese out of the country. ‘They intrigued 
with the Zamorin, they bribed his officials, they 
pointed to him that the object of the Portuguese 
was not to establish trade relations with his 
kingdom; thay were enemies who came to spy 
the country in order to conquer and to plunder 
it. They inveigled Vasco da Gama into the 
outskirts of the city, where he was detained, 
and where he was, practically, a prisoner in 
their hands. In the meantime, Paulo da Gama 
felt great anxiety as to the fate of his brother. 
A council was held on board the Portuguese 
vessels at which it was resolved that when all 
other means had failed to obtain the freedom of 
Vasco da Gama and his companions, they would 
bombard the town. This news was quickly 
brought by the Moors to the Zamorin, who was 
at last prevailed upon, in retaliation, to allow 
his subjects to kill Vasco da Gama and all the 
Portuguese who’ had landed with him. How 
that fell purpose was not executed remains a 
mystery. We do not rely on the theory that 
Vasco da Gama obtained his freedom owing to 
the intercession of the Nairs whom the Portu- 
guese had liberated. Ono of the Nairs was the 
nephew of the “gazil,” whom the Moors had 
bribed, in order the compass the destruction of 
the Porluguese. We are disposed to think 
that the clemency of the Zamorin was due to 
fear, the same sort of paralysing fear that 
allowed Montezuma, tha ruler of a great em- 
pire, to be arrested and imprisoned in the heart 
of his capital, at noonday, by ‘a handful of 
Spaniards whom he could have crushed by the 
sheer weight of numbers alone. 

While be was detained at Calicut, Vasco da 
Gama showed that if he could be brave and 
bold almost to rashness, he could also be prudent 
when circumstances required. “Suffrir y calar” 
were the words whispered to him by the Casti- . 
lian whom he met at Calicnt, and be acted on 
that advise with characteristic determination. 
No provocation, and uo iajury, and he was sub- 
jected to many, could rouse his temper, or make 
him, for a single moment, deviate from his line 
of conduct. It was only when he was safe on 
board his vessel that he uttered the ominons 
threat that he would come back to India for 
love of the Moors. The instances we havé 
quoted of their dishouesty and treachery were 
not calculated to favourably dispose Vasco da 
Gama towards them, and afford a clue to the 
vengeance that he wreaked upon {hem when he 
returned to India in 1502. 

If the humane ideas of nineteenth century 
civilisation do not entirely exonerate him from 
blame in connection with the cruelties that 
he perpetrated on tbat occasion, public: 
opinion, nevertheless, will not eondemn 
him withont taking into consideration the 
splendid services that he rendered to his 
country, and to the cause of humanity, and 
withont looking at the vast array of facts that 
can be cifed in his defence. His acts were - 
typical of the age in which he lived; hatred . 
of the Moors, whom they had succeeded in 
driving out of the Peninsula after a struggle 
of centuries, was ingrained in the Portuguese - 
character ; the religious zeal which inflamed the 
European nations in thoso days was an 
impassable barrier between the followers’ of 
Christ and the disciples of Mahommed. Finally, 
the Christians of those days, and the Crusaders 
of a period not far:remote, saw in every infidel,” 


not only a from their views, but. a 
eae hey <were in- duty. 
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His mission was now at an end, and there 
remained nothing for him to do but to return 
to Portugal, where news of the fleet was eagerly 
waited for. “Duty, so faithfully and so nobly 
performed, could not fail to obtain its due 
recompehse,and King Emmanuel conferred upon 
Vasco da Gama the title of “Dom” an honour 
which was seldom bestowed in those days. But 
what, to a true patriot like him, must have been 
of far greater value than the favour of his 
Sovereign, was the spectacle of his nation raised, 
by his discoveries, to the highest pinnacle of 

ame, ; 


REVIEWS. 


os, 1. Ragen ee '= 
From Tonkin to India by the Sources of the 
Irawadi, January °95-January °96. By 
Prince HENRI D’'ORLEANS. Translated by 
Hamley Bent, M.A. Illustrated by G. 
Vuillier. London: Methuen & Co. 1898. 
(Hongkong: Kelly & Walsh, Limited,) 


ADMIRABLY printed in large type and on good 


_ paper and profusely illustrated, the brightness of 
the Prince’s narrative is enhanced: by the ap- 
plication of all the resources of technical skill 
and good taste on the mechanical side. Illustra- 
tions adorn almost every page. 

On the 13th Septemper, 1895, M. de Grand- 
maison and the Prince, having just returned 
from travelling in Madagascar, picked up M. 
Roux at Aden, where he had arrived direct, from 
France. M. Roux wasa naval lieutenant who 
had obtained leave of absence in order to ac- 
company the Prince on his journey. From Aden 
they travelled eastward by the steamer Saghalien. 
“ After a month or so in Cochin-China and 
Cambodia, in the provinces of Battambang and 
Angkor, and in Annam, we were-to make Ton- 
kin our base of departure. Skirting the northern 
or Chinese boundary of Tonkin and the Laotian 
States, we would endeavour to strike the Me- 
kong at the point where it enters Indo-China— 
that is to say, not far from the point where 
Garnier quitted it. Thence we should follow. 
the valley of the river, keeping as near as 
possible to-its stream in order to determine its 
undefined course in China. Our highest goal 
was to be Tsekou on the frontier of Thibet. 
Above Tsekou the Mekong is known through 
the labours of missionaries) We should 
call at Talifn, the chief western mart of 
Yunnan. And for our homeward route ‘we 

vwould make the attempt to march due west,” 
Unfortunately, before the final rendezvous M, 
de Grandmaison, who came up to Hongkong 
while his companions were visiting Hué, died 
here. The Prince and M. Roux decided to 
carry out the original project of the three, 
but while preparing for the start they were 
joined by M. Briffaud, one of the older Tonkin 
colonists, who was on the point of returning 
to France, but who, “being a pioneer at 
heart, was attracted by our enterprise, and 
asked to be allowed to join us as a volunteer.” 
The expedition thus eonetitated set out from 
Hanoi on the 26th January, 1895, and, after 
eleven months of hard travelling, they reached 
Sadiga on the Brahmaputra, having fol- 
lowed the bold course they laid out for them- 
selves at the start. The journey was attended 
with a good deal of adventure and difficulty, 
but the explorers, the/ Prince at all events, 
always made the best of /things, and seem never 
to have lost the sense of} pleasure in their work. 
A good deal of interesting informatéon is given 

. a8 to the various tribes with which the journey 
brought the travellers in contact, and the book 
is a valuable addition] to the geographical 
literature of Asia. 

Prince Henri has af great admiration of 
England’s genius for commercial development, 
coupled with a curidus petulent jealousy 
which leads him to strange conclusions. ‘To 
English readers of his book the references to 


you under his ‘dominion.'~ 'T! 
you, ruler of Khamfi! 
awaits you unless yo 
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to the Empire of Indie. If you do this, 


you may perhaps retain your title, pleasures, and 


a shadow of authority ; vou will receive presents 


and become as one‘of the hired servants, but, 
dare to lift your head, and you will be smashed 
like a vase of which the pieces are thrown away 
and never spoken of again.” Coming from a 
Frenchmag animated by large ideas of French 
territorial aggrandisement in the Far 
East this is, perhaps, not singular—for 
all Frenchmen seem to entertain the same 
views regarding England—but it is certainly 
rather “cool.” With a change of names the 
passage expresses exactly the.ideas entertained 
by Frenchmen with regard to the countries 
bordering upon the French possessions in Indo- 
China and more particularly with reference to 
Siam, a country which they covet most ard- 
ently, not because they have any trade there to 
protect or develop, or any material interest in 
it, but simply from a thirst for domination and 
a desire to keep England ont. 

Prince Henri is a believer in the tapping of 
Sonth-western China by |railways. He says:— 
“T cannot too strongly insist’ on the danger 
thera is of our playing the role of the hare to 
the English tortoise. Whilst writing these 
lines I have before me the last Report of the 
Royal Geographical Society, in. which is 
marked by a dotted line the railway in course 
of construction from Mandalay to the frontier 
of China. The English have 275 miles ina 
straight line to traverse. We, who from Hanoi 
to uaokai have only 135 miles, or half as far,— 
what are we doing #” And in another passage 
he pursues the’same line of thought as follows :— 
“Our neighbours, who know full well that 
railways are the means of real colonisation, think 
to establish a line running from Mandalay in 
the direction of Xien-hong (Kenghung). Nay 
more, the first rails have been laid. It imports 
us to retort to this new move of England with 
a similar one of our own; and’ to this end it is 
absolutely necessary for us also to have a rail- 
way penetrating China. We had had a long 
lead in the matter of position; but again I 
repeat, beware of the fable of the hare and the 
tortoise. It is impossible to forecast the 
future. Kuta moment may be predicted when 
the framework of China will fall to pieces, and 
then,—first come first served,—those that have 
the best perfected scheme ef communication 
will win.” : 

The accomplishment of the journey from 
Mengtsz to Ssumao appears to have filled the 
Prince with lively satisfaction, inasmuch as he 
had succeeded where Englishmen had failed, 
» Hitherto,” he writes, “we might congratulate 
ourselves: we had filled in the first portion 
of our work, and that in a country declared by 
the English to be impracticable. Colquhoun 
had written that notwithstanding the promise 
of his inception, he could not advance from 
Manhao by the right bank of the Songkoi; 
while, according to Bourne, the district which 
we had just traversed was without any means 
of communication. This statement is errone- 
ous. Roads ahound—the most insignificant 
village is connected with the one next to it.” 

In reference to the trade of Mengtez Prince 
Henri makes an error which shows that he is 
not so careful as he ought to be in repeating 
information conveyed to him. He says :— 
“The greater part of the merchandise is of 
Euglish origin, and comes from Canton by 
Pose. The trade returns give a total of 
2,105,200 taels, in which Tonkin unfortunately 
is only represented by 313,983 taels.” These 
are the figures for 1894. Prince Henri’s 
mistake lies in jumping to the conclusion 
that because the bulk of the trade was 
with Hongkong if followed the West River 
route, the fact being that the whole of the trade 
at Mengtsz of which the Foreign Customs 
take note goes via Tonkin. Whether the trade 


from-Hongkong for western Yunnan will con-’ 


tinue to follow that route now that the West 
Riyer is being opened to steam navigation 
and freed from the squeeze system that 
has hitherto obstructed trade is open to doubt 
and depends to a great extent upon. the 
policy followed by the French. Mr. Carl, Com- 
missioner of Customs, in his report on the trade 
of Mengtsz for 1895 speaks of the increase of 
the trade notwithstanding the heavy transit 
dues in Tonkin as demonstrating the natural 
advantages of the Red River route. “ However,” 
he says, “it must be remembered that at pre- 
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sent there is almost no competition. Were the | ° 


lekin stations along the West River abolished . 


by the Chinese, or if transit passes from.Canton. - ~ 
were used along that route, the trade of Mongtszs = 


would certainly suffer, unless a more liberal 
policy was followed in Tonkin. Then, too, - 
if a Custom-house is opened on the ‘Burma- 
Yunnan frontier, and the present rate: of 
transit charges continued in Tonkin, we ma 
expect to see the trade of Mengtsz diminis 
yearly,” a 
The translator of Prince Henri’s book, who . ~ 
has otherwise done his work well, has unfortu- 
nately followed the French spelling of the 
names of places. Shanghai is hardly recognis- 
able as Chang-hai. i 


THE STRAITS INSURANCE CO., 
LIMITED. 


Sb eee 
The following is the fourteenth annual re- 
port for presentation to the shareholders at the 
twenty-first ordinary general meeting, to be 
held in the Company's Offices, Singapore, on 
the 12th April :— j 
To the shareholders of the Straits Insurance 
Company, Limited. : 
Gentlemen,—Your Directors beg to submit 


‘the annexed balance sheet for the year ended 


3lst December, 1897. . 

The accounts have been adjusted at the ex- 
change of 2/0 per dollar. 

1897. The Net Premiums for’the year 
amonnt to $742,669.56 (£74,266.19.1) on which 
claims have been settled up to 3lst December 
last amounting to $303,776.59 (£30,377.13.2).: 
Commission and Expenses amount to. 
$219,719.52  (£21,971.19.0). The _ balance © 
$219,173.45 (£21,917.6.11) is carried forward. 

1896. The settlements on accouut of 1896 
and previous years amount to $777,878.62 
(£77,787.17.3). To meet the deficiency on this 
account, the sum of $110,000 has been trans- 
ferred from the reserve fund and reserve for 
exchange and investment fluctuation, and of 
this sum $30,000 is carried to underwriting re- 
serve to meet further claims on account of 1896 
and previous years, the balance of $347.66 carried 
to new profit and loss account. 

Interest on Investments amounts to $50,332.74 
(£5,033.5.6). 

DIRECTORS. 

On their departure from the colony, Messrs, 
D. W. Lovell, P. C. Hoynck van Papendrecht, 
and Lee Cheng Yan resigned. Mr. W. Naef 
was appointed in the place of Mr. P. C. Hoynck 
yan Papendrecht. 

In accordance with the provisions of Clause 
No. 105 of this Company's Articles of As- 
sociation, Mr, A. W. Stiven and Mr. W. Naef 
retire from the Board, but offer themselves for 
re-election. 

AUDITORS, 
. In accordance with Clause No. 146 of th 
Company’s Articles of Association Mr. J. Lyall 
and Mr. R. Dunman retire, but offer themselves 
for peau aes 
. C. Bo@aaRDT, 7. 
T. 8. THomson, } Directors, 
‘Singapore, 28th March, 1898. 


BALANCE Sueer, 3ler Deceuser, 1897, 
, Dr. ; c. 

To capital fully subscribed, 30,000 shares at 
$100 be seceeeeenstecse see careee e0139000j000.00 


To capital paid op o...... ce .ecs ce cseeeereeees, 6065000.00 
To reserve for renewal of buildings ............ _3§220.00 
To underwriting suspense-account ............... 80,000.00 = - 
To balance of working account, 1897............ 319,173.45. | | 
To balance of profit and loss: account............ -  B47.66 
To unclaimed dividonds ...............sascseceeane 1,581.50 - 
To sundry creditors .........sesssscesonnteeens 87,094.08 : 
_ $891,416.67. 
. ‘O° 
By cash on current accouvt with Banks, fn 
Chinas &0. 0... ecescceteecceeesseetrcecsescencee  97440,89'. 
By fixed deposits in Banks, Singapore ........, 15,000.00" 
By real estate owned by the Company, S’pore 116,880.68 . 
By mortgages of real estate, Singapore......... 170,000.00. 
By municipal debentures, Singapore............. 70,000.00 
By Chinese Imperial Government loan E....... 14,293.97 


8 ency balances and sun debtors for eae 
a2 ent eee RNa TTT de 
By sundry debtors... .......sccecesscesecssceseesee . 8,868.55. ~ 
By branch and agehcy balances, London, &o. ~ 83,375.61 :. 
By cash i current account-with Banks, Lon- . . -- : 
GOD, KO. oo. css cccase cosnes sssseesoscee cee bee, : 
By fixed deposits with Banks, Australia, 
-By Government and. municipal bon 
Block, Australia, : 


April 9, 1898.] 
By freehold office premises, London ............ 279,306.58 


By remittances in transitu, London ..... .. ... 76.52 


By farnituro and stock at head office and 
branches o0.0...0. 0 eecceeccceeessee cee cceees 9,635.66 
By cash in hands of cashier ... ................. 12.38 
aa ~ $891,416.67 


et 


Workina Account, 1896. 
D 


r. 
To net premiums from let January to 3{st 
December,. 1897, after deducting reinaur- 
ances and return premiums..............1...... 742,669.56 


$742,669.56 
. : 2 Cr. $ a, 
7 By head office chargog oo... oo... ccesccceces. 50,861.91 
i By branch and agency charges .................. 135,321.93 
“By commissions 0.000.000... cccctesee es 16,237.00 
~ By loases and claims POI. oy ceo ee Geeks 313,776.59 
By balance «10... tecessecreee 2IDATZB 48 
Ez : $742,669,56 
Prorrt anp Loss Account, 
Dr. $ a 
To balance at 31st December, 1896, 
profit and loss 2... 1... $31,046.55 
Less dividend 5 per cent. ...... 30,000.00 
Z Bi § —-———_ 1,046.55 
¥y To balance of working account at3)st Decem- 
z ber, 1896.00. ee eeecccccecece .. 584,885 61 
5 To interest on investments _, 50,332.74 
7 To transfer fees... 1... 131.00 
= To exchange 00.0.0... ..c ct cceccccccccceeeueeccc ee, 36,421.63 
e To from reserve......... eee cece 10,000 00 
* - To from reserve for exchange and investment 
a fluctuations oo... ceceseeeeete ee 100,000 00 
¥, ’ To profit on investments realised .............., 30,324.94 
i $813,142.47 
a Cr. $ oc, 
By claims, re-insurances and return premiums 
7 paid on account 1896 and previous years... 777,878.62 
ee By property charges oo. 2,426 .29 
: By transfer to underwriting suapense to close 
1896 account oo... ecco cecceececeue cee 30,000.00 
. By bad debts written off as irrecoverable... 2,489.80 
Ry balance... oo... ce ccecesccecde cee ees 347 66 
$813,142.47 


ae 
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FOURTH ANNUAL ATHLETIC MEETING, ; 

. A large number of people were attracted to- 
the Happy Valley on Saturday afternoon, 2nd 
April by the football match between the combined 

' team of the Kowloon Football Club and the 25th 
Company of the R.A. and the Regimental 

Es team and the fourth annual meeting of the 

i ‘Victoria Recreation Club, the former eyent 

taking place on the gronnd of the Hongkong 

Football Club and the latter on the Race Course. 

The weather could not have been ‘ore favour- 

able, the heat of the day being tempered bya 

pleasant breeze. During the proceedings the 
band of the Hongkong Regiment played selec- 
tions of music. Tho entries were not so 
numerous as last year, but all the same 
the different events lost none of their interest, 
whilst two or three of them were more in- 
teresting even than usual. The high jump, 
in which there were three competitors, was 
keenly contested. Peter Hyndman, who won last 
year and the year before, when his heights were 

5 ft. 1 in. and 4 ft. 10 in. respectively, had again 

entered the lists, but both these heights were 

exceeded. On this occasion ifive foot was easily. 

covered. The height was gradually raised to 5; 

feet 4 inches, when Lieut. Campbell failed.) 

Lieut. Lloyd Thomas and P, Hyndman con- 

tinued the competition until.5 feet 6 inches was 


reacbed. In the three jumps allowed by the 
conditions this height was not manwuvred, but 
in an extra jump Lloyd Thomas just managed 
to get over. The Tug-of-war was another ex- 
ceedingly interesting event, the final being be- 
tween H.M.S. Immortalité and the Royal Artil- 
lery. The teams seemed to be about equal 
in weight, bat at first the Artillery were 
if anything the fayourites. The sailors, who 
i ' were barefoot, were, however, much better cap- 
a tained, with the result that whilst the combina- 
Bt tion of the Artillery was at times at fanlt that 
of the sailors was exceptionally good. In the 
first pull the Artillery on one or two occasions 
looked as if they were going to best their 
" opponents. “The latter, however, stuck on, and 
after a very tough struggle secured the first 
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sailors won the second pull easily. It only 'R.A.—Second Heat—F. 


lasted 164 seconds. Dr, J. M. Atkinson won the 
first prize in the veterans’ race, Mr. N. Mac- 
donald coming in second. The latter, who is 
the doctor's senior by 22 years, ran exceedingly 
well. He lead until within a very short dis- 
tance of home, when the Doctor, putting on a 
spurt, passed him. IF’. H. Kew as a prize winner 
was well to the fore. For the third year in suc- 
cession he beat all competitors in the long jump 
and again won the 440 yards flat race, the 
challenge cup presented by Mr. H. N. Mody 
now becoming his property. The half mile 
race open to soldiers, sailors, and policé was 
won by a member of the Hongkong Regiment. 
Tho arrangements in connection with the sports 
were most excellent. No time was lost between 
the different heats and events, thanks to the 
exertions of the energetic Acting Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. W. Machell, who is worthy of 
special commendation for his attention to this 
point. 

The following is a list of the patrons, &o. :— 

Patrons.—His Excollency Major-General 
Wilsone Black, C.B,, H.E. Vice-Admiral Sir 
Edward Hobart Seymour, K.C.B., Chief Justice 
Sir John W. Carrington, C.M.G., Commodore 
Swinton C, Holland, R.N., Colonel Henry Els- 
dale, R.E., Hon. R.D. Ormeby. 

Committee.—Capt. W. C. H. Hastings, R.N,, 
(Chairman), Dr. J. M. Atkinson, Mr. G. A. 
Caldwell, Lieut. P. G. Davies, R.A., Surg, Col. 
Evatt, P.M.O., Mr, R. K. Leigh, Lieut. W. A. 
Lethbridge, K.O.R., Lieut.-Col. the O’Gorman, 
D.A.A.G.A. Mr. Thos. H. Reid, Lieut.-Col. 
Rowlandson, K.O.R., Mr. E. D. Sanders, Mr. 
M. A. A. Souza. 

Judges.—Dr. J. M. Atkinson, Capt. W. C. H. 
Hastings, R.N., Mr. W. Armstrong, Mr. R. K» 
Leigh, 

Refereo.—Hon, H. E. Wodehouse, C.M.G. 

Handicappers.—Mr. W. Armstrong, Lieut. 
G. D. Cambell, H.K.R, Lient. P. G. Davies 
R.A, Mr. A. Denison, Mr. G. A. Caldwell. 

Clerks of the Course.—Lieut. P. G. Davies, 


R.A. Mr, M, A. A. Souza, Mr. E. D. Sanders, | 


Mr. T. F. Hough, 
Starters,— Mr. 
Denison, 
Time-keepers.—Mr,. ~R. K. Leigh, Mr. E. 
Jones Hughes. 
Hon. Treasurer.—Mr. W. Hutton Potts, 
Acting Hon, Secretary —Mr. W. Machell. 
At the conclusion of the sports the prizes 
were presented by Mrs. Potts, in introducing 
whom Mr. Machell said he did not think the 
lack of entries was due to the absence of the fleat, 
but rather to the lack of the sporting feeling 
one Would expect to find amongst the youth of 
Hongkong. He should like to see an improve- 
ment next year, or otherwise they could not 


G. A, Caldwell, Mr, A. 


expect the prize-givers to make such an excellent | 
‘show as they had done this. 


The following are the particulars of the 
different events :— 

Lone Jump ; (three tries) ; prize presented by 

~ Messrs. David Sassoon, Sons & Co. 

Entries :—Lieut. T. C. Lloyd Thomas, R.A., 
F. H. Kew, P. Hyndman. 

F. H. Kew, 18.7 feet wt Malin, Uses Aaa “EM 

P. Hyndman, 18.5 feet .. 0. 0... 

Lt. Lloyd Thomas, R.A., 17:9 feet ... 3 

F. H. Kew has won this event three years in 
succession. Distances—1896, 18.9 feet; 1897, 
19.10 feet. 

THROWING THE CRICKET BALL; (three tries) ; 
prize presented by Hongkong Cricket Club. 
Entries :—J. M. Machado, Peter Hyndman, 

G. R. Vallings. 

G. R, Vallings, 104 yards. 

The same competitor won last year with 943 
yards. ; 
Putting THE SHoT (18 lbs); winners at 

previous meetings at Hongkong and else- 

where to be penalised one foot. Prize pre- 
sented. 

Entries :—N. Lamont, Lt. K. G. Campbell, 
R.A., F. H. Kew, Peter Hyndman. 


Lient. Campbell, 37 feet —. so tees, OL 

N. Lamont, 35.9 feet 0. 0... 0. 1. 2 

A. M’Vicar won last year with a throw of 
354 feet. 


120 Yarps Frat Race (Handicap); first 
" prize, presented by G. C. C. Master, Esq.; 
second prize presented, 
heat to run in the final. ‘ 
Entries :—First |Heat—R. Lapsley, Lt. G. 


draw, which was accomplished in 1234.. The" D. Campbell, H-K.R., Lt. T. C, Lloyd Thomns, 


dos Remedios, F. G. Chunnott, 
yards) ; 2 R. Lapsley (4 yards). 
M. Remedios (4 yards). 


123 secs. Kew won the two previous years; 
last year's time, 12, secs. 


BicycLe Race; two miles; (handicap); start. 
E. 


8. Alves, F. H. Kew, R. Henderson, W. BE. 
Veale, T. Meek, F. M, 
Logan, Peter Hyndman. 


6ymins. 43 sec. (100 yards). 


bert W. Locker, A. E. Alves, F. Kew, 
Peter Hyndman, A. W. Xavier, J. Millar, T. 
Yule. ae ; 


Bicrcnte Race; one milo (handicap) ; start in 


First two in each | 
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H. Kew, J. M. V. 


First Heat—1 Lieut. Lloyd Thomas (6 
Time, 134 seca, 
. H. Kew (scratch); 2 J. 
Time, 134 seos. 
Final—1 J. Remedios; 2 F, H, Kow. 


Second Heat—l1 F 


Timo, 


in saddle; first prize presented by H. 
Major-General Wilsone Black, C.B.; second 
and third prizes presented. Se 
Entries :—A. McKirdy, A. A. Alves, J. A. 


Roza Pereira, J. 0. 


A. MoKirdy (scratch) ... 2... 0. 0, 1 
A. A. Alves (200 yards)... 0000... 
Time, 6,024. Won last year by Martinez, 


ALF-MILE Fiat Races; first prize presented - 
by Taikoo ; second prize presented. 
Entries :—John A. Moller, R. Lapsley, Her-. 


H.W. Looker... 2. 0 0. ow. 
R.Luysley oo... a 
Je A. Moller 335° sie. aio ee as cee 8 
Time, 2.12 min. 


saddle; first prize presented by Commodore 

Swinton C. Holland, R.N., A.D.C.; second 

prize presented. 

Entries :—A. McKirdy, A. A. Alves, F. H. 
Kew, J. A. S. Alves, Peter Hyndman, R. 
Henderson, J. C. Logan, F. M. Roza Pereira. 

A. A. Alves (80 yards) ea ck 

J.C. Logan (150 yards) fee ate ged 

Time, 2.453. Won by three yards, A. 
McKirdy won this event last year in 3.14 sec, 
100 Yarps Frat Race; prize presented by 

R. Shewan, Esq. 

Entries :—Lt. K. G. Campbell, R.A., Lt. T. C. 
Lloyd Thomas, R.A. T. H. Kew, Peter Hynd- 
man. 

F.H. Kew og ae ee 

J.M.V.dosRemedios - .. ... 4... 2 

Time, 11 sees, 
Hicu Jump; (three tries); prize presented by 
the Victoria Recreation Club. 

Entries :-—Lt, K. G. Campbell, R.A., Lt. T. 
C. Lloyd Thomas, R.A., F. H. Kew, Peter Hynd- 


man. 


Lieut. Lloyd Thomas, 5.6 feet ... ... 1 
P. Hyndman, 5.5 feet .. ... 1... 2 
Lieut. Campbell, 5.4 feet 3 


This was a very keenly-contested event. 
Five feet was easily covered by the three. 
Tua or War; 10 men a sido; open; to be 

pulled over 15 feet; best of three pulls; no 

spikes or nails allowed; no sitting down; no 
holes to be dug in the ground before pulling. 

Prize presented, 

Trial Heats :—Royal Artillery v. Hongkong - 
Volunteers, H.M.S. hamortalité v, Hongkong 
Royal Artillery, King’s Own Regt. a bye. 
The trial heat of H.14.8. Immortalite  v. 
Hongkong Asiatic Artillery was pulled off on 
Friday afternoon. The three pulls were won 
by the Immortalite team, the Asiatics’ chance 
of success being spoiled by the ardour of their 
Supporters. The Volunteers scratched to the. 
Royal Artillery. 

The final was between H.M.S. Immortalite . 
and the Royal Artillery, The first pall was a 
hotly contested one, the Navy men taking 
advantage of the R.A.’s ‘ change hands’ to pull 
them over, which was accomplished in 1.234. 
Lhe [Jmmortalite had the second pull from 
the start, pulling over their opponents in 16} 
secs. Captain Chichester was an enthusiastic 
second-coach vf his team. The K.O.R. team 
scratched. : ; 
Sack Race; 50 yards; prize presented. 

Entries :—Lt. T. C. Lloyd Thomas, R.A., 
W. W. Toller, J. H. Gubbins, M. BE. Asgar, 
A. E. Asgar, F. H. Kew, Peter Hyndman, N. 
A. Gonsalves. . 

M.E.Asgar ooo... uu ue ee 

J.H.Gubbins.. a 

Time, 13 secs. a 
200 Yarps Firat Race (Handicap); first. 
rize presented by Vice-Admiral Sir. B.-H. 
eymonur, K.C.B.; second prize presented. ~~ 

Hutries:—F. H. Kew, F.G. Chunnett, J:N. 

V. dos Remedios, R. Lapsley, Lieut; T. C. 


eg he eae 


? 
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parks, 

J. M. V. dos Remedios (8 yards)... ... 1 
F. H. Kew (scratch) ... 0. 5 0. 2 
Lieut. Lloyd Thomas (12 yards) ..°.... 3 


Time 223. Kew won the race for the two 
previous years, last year’s time being, 23 secs. 
THREE-LEGGED RAcE; 100 yards; prizes pre- 

sented. 
F. G. Chunnett and E. Abraham... ... 1 
- M.E. Asgarand P.Hyndman ... ... 2 

Time—I15 seconds. : 

Lapies’ BicycLe Race; post enteries; half 
mile; ‘nearest finish to 5 minutes; (open) ; 

~ start in saddle. First prize presented by Mr. 
Ho Tung ; second prize presented. 
Entries:—Misses Mather, Henderson, Wad- 

dell, A. Rodger, and Roza Pereira. 


Miss Rodger ...... vee Gace uk 
Miss Pereira... 0... eee ee eB 
Miss Mather... . ce ue ee ee SB 
Time, -5.03. 

One Mite Frat Racer (Handicap); first 


prize presented by J. McKie, Esq.; second 

prize presented. 

_Entries:—R. Lapsley, T. Meek, John A. 
Moller, A. E. Alves, F. H. Kew, J. 8. Bruca, 
Peter Hyndman, A. W. Xavier, J. Millar, W. 
W. Toller. 


3.8. Braco... ok. cee ee te ee OD 
W.W. Toller 0.0... cake ee ee 
Time, 5.123. 


120 Yarps Verrrans’ Race (Handicap) ; 
competitors to be over 35 years of age and 
not less than 10 years’-residence in India, 
China, or the tropics; 14 yards start to be 
given for each year over 35 yeurs of age; 
first prise presented by the Hon. C. P. 
Chater, .C.M.G.; second prize presented. 
Entries:—J. Coyle, 37 years, 3 yards; 
. H. Thompson, 38 years, 44 yards; J. Dickie, 
9 years, 6 yards; Dr. J. M. Atkinson, 41 years, 

9 yards; A.M. Roza Pereira, Sen., 48 years, 

194 yards ; N. Macdonald, 63 years, 42 yards. 
‘Dr. J. M. Atkinson sede adn. spi at 
N. Macdonald... .. 0 0 ee 2 
Time, 13 seconds. D. Atkinson won by only 

about half-a-yard. 

120 Yarps Hurpie Race; 10 Flights; pre- 
vious winners at Hongkong or elsewhere to 
be penalised. 24 yards; prize presented by 
M, A. Souza, Esq. : 
Entries :—Lieut. T. C. Lloyd Thomas, R.A., 

F. H, Kew, P. Hyndman. 


P. Hyndman... ... wwe ee ae Ll 
Lieut. Lloyd Thomas... ... «. ., 2 
Time, 18} seconds. Lieut. Worsley, W.Y.R., 


won last year in 20 secs. Hyndman was leading 

all the way; Lloyd Thomas fell at the ninth 

hurdle. -; : 

Bors? Ricz, 440 Yards (Handicap); post en- 
tries before 2 p.m. ; open to all Boys over 12 
and under 16; handicap at the post, age to be 
stated on entry; first prize presented ; second 
prize presented. 

‘BE, Humphreys wn as we ee ae oD 
D. Carvalho sigh” Aiee adace cual West Gees 
Time, 56 secs. Twenty-three starters. 
Haty-Mrinre Fiat Race; open to soldiers, 
sailors and police ; entries to be given to the 
~ gtarter not-later than 2.15 p.m. First, 
second, and third prizes presented. 


Taka Mow, H.K.A. eee | 
BR. Williams, K.0O.R. 2... 0. ww 2 
Bombardier Carter waa ee hie a8 


Time, 2.103. Eleven starters. 


Bicycte Race; Three Miles (Handicap) ; 
start in saddle; first prize presented by the 
Hon. &. R. Belilios, C.M.G.; second and 
third prizes presented. 4 
Entries :—A. McKirdy, A. A. Alves, J. A. 

8. Alves, F. H. Kew, R. Henderson, T. Meek, 

A. M. Roza Pereira, J. C. Logan, Peter 


Hyndman. é 
A. McKirdy (scratch) fh As’ facud 
A. A. Alves (300 yards) ei Gee wee 
J. C. Logan (600 yards) bear fcnie eee a8 


Time, 9.13}. 


FL He Kew, 16. 


‘Looker and Hyndman went to the starting 


point to allow Kew to qualify for the race. 


xant weather and to a large concourse of specta- 
tors,a polo match was 
representative of the 
Civilian team. The teams were composed as 
under. 
at 5 p.m., but a start: was not made until some 
time later. 


Capt. Burney, R.A. ...Back Hon. T.H. Whitehead 4 
H.R.H. Prince Henry...8 Mr. Landale ..,........ 3 
Capt.McLachlan,K.O.R.2 Mr. J. Hastin 

Mr. Johnson, K.O.R.... 1 May 


chucker the game was sticky, after which it be- 
gan to improve, first blood being drawn by 
Burney, who, while being hustled by Landale, 
made a good hit, which with luck should have 
been a goal but only scored a subsidiary (Army 
and Navy, lsub.; Civilians,0). From the hit out 
Landale showed some fine hitting, “hich was 
only checked by a good back-hander by H.R.H. 
The ball was shortly driven behind the Civilian’s 
goal line again. Soon after the hit out McLach- 
lan made a fine run, but in defending his goal 
Whitehead hit behind his own line. 
lan foozled the corner hit, but the ball again 
went behind the Civilians’ goal line, off May’s 
pony, giving another corner hit to the Army and 
Here McLachlan, however, failed to improve on 
it. 
was again brought back to the Civilians’ goal by 
Burney, and Johnson hooking Whitehead’s stick, 
Burney scored a goal. 
1 sub.; Civilians, 0.) 
madeafinerun up to the Army and Navy’s goal, 
but Burney saving in fine style, McLachlan got 
well away, but was hustled from the goal by 
Landale, Johnson scoring a sub. almost immedi- 
ately afterwards. (Army and Navy, 1 gaol and 2 
subs. ; Civilians, 0) from the hit out May made 
another fine run, and was again only checked 
by Burney. The ball was soon taken back to 
the Civilians’ portion of the ground and after 
a sharp attack on the Civilians’ goal Whitehead 
in defending agin hit behind his own goal line. 
McLachlan took the corner hit, but Hastings 
cleared with a very fine hit, unfortunately hit- 
ting out of play just on the call of time, with 
the score at: Army and Navy, | gaol and 2 subs.; 
Civilians, 0. On the resumption of play in the 
second chucker after an interval of ten minutes, 
the Civilians re-arranged their team as follows 
on account of the peculiaritiesSof some of their 
ponies, the Army and Navy team retaining the 
same organization as in the first.chucker. 


oo . THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
Lloyd Thomas, R.A., Peter Hyndman, W. A. | Consonation Racz; 120 yards; post entries ; 
t 


open.to all competitors (except those in open 
events) who have run but not won a prize. 
Prize presented. 

Lieut. Campbell, H.K.R. .. ww. 1 
A. W. Xavier Mie ARR OV a ee 
Time, 134 RECS. ; 


POLO. 
a 
On the afternoon of Friday, 1st April, in plea- 


layed between a team 
my and Navy and a 


The game was notified as commencing 


ARMY AND NAVY. OLVILIANS. 


siaeee 2 
Hon. F. H. gees | 


For the first three minutes of the opening 


McLach- 


Landale then made a fine run, but the ball 


(Army and Navy, ) goal, 
From the centre hit Ma 


CIVILIANS. 
Hon. T. H. Whitehead 4 
Mr. J. Hastings 3 
Hon. F. H. May 2 
Mr. Landale 1 


Shortly after the commencement Landale 


carried the ball in fine style up to the Army and 
Navy's goal, and though well hustled by 
Burney, made a very pretty stroke on the near 
side, under his pony’s belley, the ball only just 
missing the goal (Army and Navy, 1 goal, 2 subs.; 


Civilians, sub.) TheArmy and Navythen pressed 


the Civilians hard for some time. Landale, how- 


ever, cleared for the latter, but hit the ball out, 
after a fine run, at the far end. Shortly after 
the throw in Burney made a very hot shot un- 
der his pony’s neck at the Civilians’ goal, but 
unfortunately a pony’s quarters intervened. 
From the re-bound, however, Burney made 
another fine hit, just failing to score a 
subsidiary. At this period of the game 
Landale was not much assisted by his pony 
and he was at times lost to his side. On Landale 
returning to the ground Burney hit out, but 
the ball was soon driven behind again. The 


hit out was followed by some fino runs by 
McLachlan, Hastings, however, saving his goal” 
well, Landale here changed his pony, but find- 
to retire for 
further change, during which time MeLachlan 
made a brilliant run the whole length of the 


ing the new venture lame had 


ground, failing to score by inches,. On ‘Land-” 
ale joining in again the game settled down in. ~ 
the centre of the ground for a while'during. - 
which H.R.H. made a succession of nice -back-.. =: 
handers. Eventually McLachlan got. away 
again, but only obtained a corner, off Hastings. © 
From the corner hit the ball was sent across the 
line. From the hit in Landale made some 
beautiful strokes, which was being carried -on ~ 
by Hastings when time was called, the. final 
score being—Army and Navy, | goal and 2subs.; 
Civilians, 1 sub. ; ; 

May, in particular, played well throughout, — 
though his pony did not assist him much in the 
second chucker, while Landale, despite the 
vagaries of his pony, was in good form, as were 
also Capts. Burney and McLachlan. . a 

MrjDes Voeux, R,E., kindly acted as referée, 
Capt. Loveband, A.D.C., as time-keeper, and 
Mr. Platt and Capt. Paton, K.O.R.., ag scorers. - 


ROYAL HONGKONG YACHT CLUB. 
———»—————— 
ELEVENTH CLUB RACE.—38RD APRIL, 
Course :—Channel Rocks, Kowloon Rocks, _ . 
Meyer's buoy, Channel Rocks, Kowloon Rocks. 
Starters, First Class :— 


Active ... .... .... Mr. H. E, Pollock 

Meteor... ... Mr. C. H. W. Kew 

Maid Marian Mr. J. Hastings 

Phobe.,. ... .... Mr. F. H. May , es 

Erica... ... - Mr. A. Denison oe 
Second Class :— 

8 digs ae Dr. Clark 
Payne ... Officers, R.E. 
Ladybird Mr. C. D. Wilkinson 


a second olass started at 1.20 and the first 
at 1.30. 

After several races in hard winds the breeze 
was fairly light all throngh the race and in 
Kowloon Bay very light, with a strong flood 
tide. Ladybird, Dart, and Active went over to 
the Hongkong shore and the others kept on the 
Kowloon side, and getting light winds in the 
bay were rather out of it. There was a fairly 
strong wind off Quarry Bay which put the 
Ladybird and Active round along time shead 
in their classes. The second class boats had a 
better breeze and a wéaker tide to beat against, 
and so gained a little on the first class, but part - 
of this was soon wiped off. er 

The times at Channel Rocks were :— 

HO 6UMCOUB 


Ladybird 2 3 05 
Dart... 2 27 «(«Y 
Active 2 35004 
Meteor 2 39 3600 
Erica at 2 39 =—550 
Maid Marian ... 2 44 20 
Phoebe... wwe vee 2 45 31 
In the run down to Kowloon Rock and 


reach to Meyer's buoy, the same order was 

maintained. In the beat up to Channel Rocks =. 
the second time, Phasbe passed Erica and the ~ i 
times here were :— 2 oe 4 


H. M # Sz. 
Ladybird owe 3 50 15 
Dart... 3 58 25 
Active 3 5327 
Meteor 3 59 =30 
Phoebe 4 2 650 
Erica... | a. 4 3 06. 
Maid Marian ... 4 - 14° 00 
Payne... 4 96 86000 


Dartand Active had a fine race and made _ 
a dead heat on the line, which was crossed as 


follows :— To 
: Second C Marks to date — 
Ladybird... 4 33 15 first 10 73 ~~ 
Dart we = 4 83 45-second 4 42- 
Payne... 5 6 50 third 1 46 
First Class a 
Active ... 4 83 45 first: 10° 14°: 
eteor 4-87 43 second 4 Ay ae 
Phosbe “4 88 55 third 1 bo 
Erica 4 39 43 - 60-~ 
Maid Marian 4 51 59 62° 
Chanticleer . q 


The Ladybird is thus safe for first place in * 
the second class. ares So ge 


The N. C. Daily News states that ‘another 
landslip oconrred at the head of the Shanghai 
Engineering and Shipbuilding. Company's: new: 
dock at Pootung on the night of the 25th March, 
but it is fortunately uot serious... - 
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' Riband of the Links. 


April 9, 1868, 
THE ROYAL H ONGKONG GOLF 
“ : CLUB. 
.o8 ee 
. _ BEST 8CORE OUP FOR MAROH. 
There were twelve entries during the month, 
the following being the only returns handed in :— 


Ljent, Karlo RN. 99° 12 87 2 oe 
Mr, G. Millward, 99 12 87 . 
OLUB GOLD MEDAL AND OHAMPIONSHIP, 


oe 1897. ; 
Four members have entered for the Blue 
Dr. J. A. Lowson, who 
meets Mr. G. Stewart, and Mr. A. 8. Anton, 
whose opponent is Mr, C. W. May, in the first 


‘> round. The final will be played on Wednes- 


day afternoon, the 13th inat., when the members 
ill be “ At home” from 8 to 6 o'clock, and 


ongkong. 


; . Fequest the honour of the presence of the ladies 
an: 


CORRES PUNDENCE 


. —_—_@—____. 
[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the 
opinions expressed by our correspondenta. J 


~ THE PLAGUS, SMALLPOX, AND 
, BEGGARS. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 

Deak S1z,—I note with interest the disons- 
sion at the Sanitary Board as reported in your 
issue of to-day, and very heartit y endorse the 
action of the Board as far as it goes. Person- 
ally I think it does not go far enough. This 
colony is made the dumping ground for every 
beggar north or sonth, and as an old resident 
I would like to see a very strong “ Mendicancy 


- Act” introduced. The filthy beggars that 


occasionally adorn our streets are a disgrace to 
our colony and an insult to civilization. I think 
a few severe fines for importing such refuse 
(for you can call it nothing else) would meet 
in a large measure this annual difficulty. A 


_ big talk is made about a “Free Port,” but the 


privileges should not be abused.— Yours, &c., 
CLEANLINESS. 
Hongkong, Ist April, 1898, 


PLAGUE INOCULATION. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 

81z,—Now that plague is again prevalent in 

’ Hongkong, would it not be wise and proper for 
the Hongkong Government to get Professor 

Haffkine’s prophylactic lymph from Bombay 

and inoculate people with it hereP This pre- 

ventive has been proved to be efficacious and is 

now extensively used in India. If, however, 

the Government are doubtful whether itis of 

much use they can ascertain this from the Bom- 


~_ bay Government, Innderstand that about forty 


cases of plagus occurdaily in Hongkong, althoug 
very few are reported. Unless the Government 
begin to take action at once, the epidemic this 
ear will probably be worse than it was in 1894, 
tt is to be ragretted that the authorities do not 
begin to wake up thoroughly until it is too late. 
“Such -was the case -in 1894 and such will most 
probably be the case this year. I hope you will 
give your support in your valuable paper to my 
suggestion of getting Professor Haffkine’s 
lymph if you think it is a good suggestion. If 
‘the Government should decide to get it, they 
may ag well telegraph for it as there should be 
no unnecessary delay.—Yours, &., 


. JUPITER. 
Hongkong, 3rd. April, 1898. 


THE CHINESE CONCESSIONS TO 
RUSSIA. 
—_—_————— 
The China Gazette publishes the following as 


the text of the agreement said to have been 
concluded on the 23rd March by which China 


 eedes -Port::Arthur and Talienwan to Russia 


and makes other concessions :-—~ 

“ Russia is hereby granted a 25 years’ lease 
of Port Arthur and Talienwan: The territory 
included in-the lease comprises an area stretch- 
ing-150 or 160 2 inland, northward, from the 
corner of the Liaotung Peninsula, and 70 or-80 
i Wide ‘at ‘ite greatest breadth from. east to 


~ 7 : Chinese: war ahips and trading vessels are 
- to enjoy the-privilege of entry into the ports 


t 


CHINA OVERLAND RADET REPORT. 


inoluded in the territory so leased, in the same 
manner as obtains at Kiaochau. 

“The railway from Potune to Port Arthur, 
passing through Moukden, is to be in the hands 
and under the control of the Russians, as is the 
Mancharian railway. This line is to be laid in 
socordance with the Russian standard guage 
and system. . 

“ Russia is to be at liberty to construct a 
branch line from some point near the boundary 
of the newly leased territory, but outside it, to 
the coast (P Western coast of Liaotung). 

“When this branch line is complete, the 
point on the coast which will form ita terminus 
is to be leased to Russia on the same terms as 
Port Arthur and Talionwan.” 

Tho situation of this place on the coast is not 
yet specifield, as the Russian Minister’s final 
demands were presented on the very day the 
agreement was drawn up and accepted on both 
sides. Atfirat the Russian Chargé proposed 
that Kinchow Bay and Pitzukwa should be 
thus surrendered; but to this the Chinese 
strenuously objected, and it was sought to leave 
that‘ questionlie epen until the day appointed 
for the formal signing and ratification of the 
Agreement, the 27th March, but the Chinese 
Ministers succeeded in inducing the Russian 
Chargé to abandon this point altogether for 
the present, 


THE SALE OF POISONS. 


—_—__@—__ 

_ The following draft bye-laws to be made 
under sub-section 22 of section 13 of Ordinance 
24 of 1897, for regulating the manufacture-and 
sale of poisons and the sale of unsound and adul- 
terated drngs, are to -be considered at the next 
ordinary meeting of the Sanitary Board :— 

All the articles named or referred to in the 
list, both in Part I. and Part II., are poisons 
within the meaning of these bye-laws. 

-‘ SALE BY RETAIL. 
wih Relating to Part I. and Part II. of the 
1 


8. 

It is unlawful to sell any “ poison” by retail, 
unless the vessel, wrapper, or cover, in which it 
is contained, be distinctly labelled with the name 
of the article, the word “ Poison,” and the name 
and address of the seller. This applies to all 
the articles in both Parts of the List. 

(2) Relating to Part I. only :-— . 

it is unlawful to sell, by retail, any poison 
included in Part I. of the List, to any person 
unknown to the’ seller, unless introduced by 
some person known to the seller; and on avery 
sale of any such article the seller shall, before 
delivery, make or cause to be made an entry in 
& book, to be kept for that purpose, of— 

1. The date of sale; 

2. The name and address of the purchaser ; 

3 The name and quantity of the article sold, 
an 

4, The purpose for which it is stated to be: 
required ; to which the signature of the pur- 
chaser, and of the person, if any, who introduced 
him, shall be affixed. - 

The article must also be labelled with the 
name of the article, the word “Poison,” and the 
name and address of the seller. 

(3)—Relating only to Arsenic and its 
preparations. 

It is unlawful-to sell arsenio or any of its 
preparations, unless, in addition to all the 
foregoing regulations, the following provisions 
be also observed :— 

1. That the poison, if colourless, be mixed 
with soot or indigo, so as to colour it. 

2. That the person to whom the poison is sold 
or delivered be of mature age. 

8. That the occupation, as well as the name 
and address, of the purchaser be entered in the 
* poison-book.” ; 

4, That when the purchaser is not known to 
the seller, and is introduced by some person 
known to both, this person shall be present as 
a witness to the transaction, and shall enter his 
name and address in the “ poison-book.” 

(4)—None of the foregoing regulations apply 
to any-article when forming part of the ingre- 
dients of any medicine by a registered person; 

“but it is necessary, if a medicine contain a poi- 
son included in Part I. or Part IT. of tho List, 
-that the ingredients of the medicine together 
with the name of the person to whom it is sold 
or delivered, be entered in a book kept for that 


‘purpose (“ presoription-book”), and that the 


87 


name and address of the seller be attached to 
the medicine, , 


(5)—A certain number of persons to be regis- | 
poisons under these regula-° 


tered to sell these 
tions. - : Sov 
No one else to be allowed to sell poisons‘at all. 
LIST OF POISONS WITHIN THE MEANING 
OF THESE BYE-LAWS. ; 
rt I 


Part I. Se 
‘Not to be sold unless the purchaser is known -_ 
to, or is introduced by, some person known to, -; 


the seller; also entry to be. made in “ poison- 

book ” of (1) Date of sale; (2) Name and address 

of purchaser ; (3) Name and quantity of article; 
(4) Purpose for which it is wanted, attested by. 
signature; and must be labelled with (1) Name 

of article; (2) The word “ Poison ;” f 

and address of seller. 


3) Name 


Arsenic, and its preparations (see also special . 


regulations under bye-law 3 of these bye-laws). 

Aconite, and its preparations ; 

Alkaloids.—All poisonous vegetable alkaloids 
and their salts; 

Atropine, and its preparations; 

Cantharides ; 

Corrosive Sublimate ; 

Cyanide of Potassium, and all metallic cyanides 
and their preparations ; 

Emetic Tartar; | 

Ergot of Rye, and its preparations; 

Prussic Acid, and its preparations; 

Savin, and its oil; 

Strychnine, and its preparations; 

Vermin Killers, if preparations of poisons the 


preparations of which are’ in Part I. of this 


schedule. 
Datura Alba, and its preparations ; 
Gelsemium Elegans, and its preparations; 
Orpiment. 


Part II. , 
‘Must be labelled with (1)-Name of article, 
(2) The word “ Poison,” (3) Name. and address 
of seller. : : 
Almonds, Essential Oil of (unless deprived of 
Prussic Acid) ; 
Belladonna, and its preparations ; 


Cantharides, Tincture and all vesicating liqnia : 


preparations of ; 
Chloroform; ; 
Chloral Hydrate, and its preparations ; 
Corrosive Sublimate, preparations of ; 
Morphia, preparations of ; 
Nux Vomies, and its preparations ; . 


ee ee 


Opium, and its preparations; and prepara- °° ~ 


tions of Poppies ; 
Oxalic Acid ; 
Precipitate, Red (Red Oxide of Mercnry) ; 
Precipitate, White (Ammoniated Mercury); 
Vermin Killers (see Part I.) compounds con- 


taining “ Poisons” prepared for the destraction . 


of vermin, if not subject to the provisions of 
Part I. are in Part II. 


THE CRISIS. 


Shanghai, 3lst March. 
. Private advices from ithe North convey 
interesting and even startling news; we only 
regret that the various items are somewhat 
incompatible with each other. From one soures 
we hear that the Moscow Gazette of the 21st 
March stated that “ Russia was about to retire | 
from the Hermit Kingdom and would hence. - 
forward consider Corea beyond her sphere: of 
influence.” This at first blush seems in 


such utter discord with antécedent policy a8 to 
carry its own refutation with it; it could only — 


be explained by the hypothesis that the 
Northern Power had come to an wun- 
derstanding with Japan. “Leave us alone in” 
Liaotung, and we will leave Corea to you.” 
Still, writes this correspondent, it is somewhat 
uncommon with the player. who has the trump. 
cards and the lead to make a eompromise on‘ 
equal terms with his opponents, - 

From another source we hear that Jap: 


a crisis in so brief a time, but. it must not be 
forgotten that Russia demanded a reply from: 
China by the 27th, or 28th’ inst., and -if Japan 
means to intervene she would do so’ before :the 
cession had the sanction of -China’s formal 


sent her ultimatum to Russia demanding the- = --. 
immediate evacuation of Port Arthur, and that: - 

Russia hase replied that she cannot acquiesce}. 
and that ev nts must take their course.’ We! -- 
are sceptical that affairs have reached so acute *. 


: ten Ps 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


, From the same source we hear that the There were 2,988 visitors to the City Hall 
Russian transports landed 2,000 men in Port | Museum last week of whom 194 were Europeans. 
Arthur_on or about March the 2Ist; that | The assistant compradore of the Yiksang was 
General Sung retired with his forces (!) to | on 5th April fined $509 for being in possession 
Kinchew; that the telegraphic communication | of a quantity of opium. 
between the Regent's Sword and Peking was The usual Easter meeting of the Hongkong 

Russian hands; and tht the Chinese in | Rifle Association has been unavoidably post- 

hibli could get no replies to their messages. | poned and will be held at Whitsuntide. 

At the same time we hear that Col. Wogack | For stealing eight brass bolts, the property 
has left: Tientsin for Port Arthur, it is} of the Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Com- 
qanonres to be made acting Governor, aud | pany, a Chinese was sentenced to two months’ 
hat the Tientsin agent of the Russo-Chinese | imprisonment. 
Bank has gone over to make financial arrange- Commander Hastings on 4th April fined two 
ments for the large garrison which will here- | hospital ward boys $15 each, or six weeks’ im- 
after remain in Port Arthur. We have reason | prisonment, for leaving their employment with- 
to believe that all this Port Arthur news is | ont notice. : 
correct ; and even if the crisis is not already at | Inspector Gillies has been presented with a 
hand, it will certainly bo precipitated by these | match rifle by the Hon. H. E. Wodehouse, 
events. C.M.G., for services rendered in instruction in 

We may add to this that there is good reason | shooting. 

to believe that Russia is not yet prepared for | Lt is notified in the Gazette that HE. the 
war, and that firmness on England's part will| Acting Governor has been pleased to recognise 
be followed by concession on the part of Russia. | Mr. Armin Haupt as in qharge of the Imperial 
—N. C. Daily News. Russian Consulate. 

: Itis notified in the Gazette that Mr. C. W. 
Duggan has been appointed a Director of the 
Widows and Orphans Fund, vice Mr. T. J. 
Machado, resigned. 

The following telegram has been received by 
the (icvernment :—“ Alexandria, 29th March, 
1898. Governor, Hongkong. Plague Regula- 
tions applied in Egypt to arrivals from Hong- 
kong.—GouLp.” 

On Thursday a man and a. woman were each 
fined $10 for removing the dead body of a boy 
from a house in Yaumati without having a 
permit. The boy is supposed to have been 
afflicted with the plague. : aS 

The following appointments have béen made 
during the absence of Mr. H. McCallum :—Dr. 
F. W. Clark to be Acting Secretary of the Sani- 
tary Board, and Mr. C. V. Ladds to be tem- 
porary Assistant Secretary to the Sanitary 
Board. 

he following appointments have been made 
during the absence of the Hon. J. H. Stewart 
Lockhart :—Hon. T. 8. Smith, Acting Colonial 
Secretary, to be a member of the Governing 
Body of Queen's College, and Hon. F. H. May, 
C.M.G., Captain Superintendent of.Police, to 
be chairman of the Board of Examiners. 

On Saturday evening the journalists of 
Hongkong gave a farewell dinner, at*the New 
Club to Mr. G. T. Crook, of the Daily Press, 
who leaves for England on Wednesday by the 
C. P. steamer Empress of China, Mr. Crook 
has been on the staff of the Daily Press for the 
last three years as reporter and sub-editor. 

Messrs. Shewan, Tomes and Co., agents of 
the Yangtsze Insurance Association, Limited, 
inform us that they have received a telegraphic 
communication from Shanghai which they trans- 
late ts follows :—The directors will recommend 
at the general meeting of shafeholders that no 
dividend be paid on the past year; but on pre- 
vious years a further dividend of 10 per cent. 

Commander Hastings had two watch-stealing 
cases before him on 4th April. In one case a house 
coolie was sentenced to six months’ imprison- 
ment for stealing a gold watch, yalued at $250, 


HONGKONG. 
— 


On Friday afternoon, April Ist, Prince Heury 
was included in a team representing the Army 
and Navy who were opposed toa team of civilians 
in a polo match, the Prince’s team winning by one 
goal and two subs. to one sub. In the evening 
@ dinner was given in His Highness’s honour at 
Government House, Sir Charles and Lady Mit- 
chell being among the distinguished company pre- 
sent. The Victorious left Hongkong on Saturday 

- afternoon. The Immortalite, which har been 
expected to leave every day since, is still with 
us. The fourth annual athletic meeting in con- 
nection with the Victoria Recreation Club took 
Hilace on Saturday afternoon, and though the 

tries fell short of last year’s the proceedings 

ere most interesting. The annual dinner in 
connection with the Hongkong Football Club 
todk place on Saturday, when tLe badges and 
Challenge Cup were presented. The tennis 
thatch between the Cricket Club and the Ladies’ 
Recreation Club cime off on Monday afternoon, 
when the L.R.C. had 83 games tou their credit 
against 74. On Monday an Indian constable 
was sentenced to six months’ hard labour for | 
unlawfally wounding a brother constable. At 
wd special session of Justices of the Peace on 
Tuesday morning an application from Mr. A. 
H. Harper, formerly manager of the Stag 
Hotel, for a license for the Sportsman’s Arms, 
Queen's Road Central, was refused. ‘{he same 
afternoen the annual meeting of the Hongkong 
General Chamber of Commerce was held. On 
Wednesday Sir John Carrington delivered a 
lecture before the members of the Odd Volumes 
Society on “ Volunteering,” a subject with which ° 
Sir John, as Commandant of the local corps, is 
well fitted to deal. Among those who left by 
the Empress of China on Wednesday were Sir 
Charles and Lady Mitchell, the Hon 
H. BE. Wodehouse and Mr. C. C. Platt, the 
Governor’s Secretary. Myr. Wodehonse, who 
had filled the post of Police Magistrate 
for 17% years, addressed a few farewell words 
to the European members of the Police 
Force on Monday afternoon, On Tuesday ho 
was the recipient of an address from the Chinese 

_ community, and on Wednesday the Magistracy 
staff presented him with a handsome silver bowl 
and announced their intention ‘of forwarding 
him an address; on behalf of Mrs. Wodehouse 
he accepted a gold brooch. In the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday judgment was given in 

» the champerty appeals. The convictions were 

quashed but the Court refused to allow costs. 
At a meeting of the Sanitary Board on Thurs- 
day the Colonial Veterinary Surgeon (Dr. C. 
Vivian Ladds) reported that he had succeeded 
in curing a case of rinderpest taken from 
Sassoon’s Villa, Pokfulam, by means of the 
garam treatment. He was ordered to provide 
the Board with a detailed report of his method 
uf treatment. 

A-‘house boy named Wong Mun and residing at 
Pun VU, was fined $50, or two months’ hard labour, 
on Saturday for having “unlawfully infringed 

he exclusive privilege of the Postmaster-General 

by being the bearer of letters for tradesmen to 
Canton unstamped and not having passed 
hr ough the General Post-Office,” : 


street, and in the other a vehicle driver was 
sentenced to 14 days’ imprisonment for stealing 
a silver watch belonging to » woman in Graham 
street. : 

The Secretary of the Punjom Mining Co., 
Limited, advises us that he has received the 
following telegram from the mines giving the 
result of the March clean-up :—‘‘ The mill 
ran 29 days crushing 2,400 tons of headings 
yielding 258 0z. of gold. Thirty-three tons of 
concentrates ground in Berdan pans yielding 
18 ozs of gold. Vhe cyanide plant ran 28 days 


-oz. of bullion valued at 15/9d. per oz.” 
A dinner party was given at Government 


Prince Henry of Prussia, amongst the guests 
being Sir Charles and Lady Mitchell, who ar- 
rived from Singapore by the P. & O. steamer 
Verune. After dinner a number of men of the 
Hongkong Regiment entertained the company 
by giving a.war dance on the lawn. The pierc- 
ing war cries which were given at short inter- 
vals by the men could be heard a long distance 
off and they caused much amusement and per- 
haps astonishment to the distinguished company. 


the property of Mrs. Stainfield, of Duddell | 


treating 575 tons of tailings for a yield of 200 | 


House on the Ist April in honour of H.R.H. |. 


| April 9, 1898,.- ~ 
In the tennis match between the Oricket Club. 


and the Ladies’ Recreation. Club ‘played on the 
Cricket ground on the 4th April the L.R.C. 
scored 83 games and the Cricket Club 74... 


A servant boy named ‘Tsang Ming was fined 


$15, or six months' imprisonment, by Comman- 
der Hastings on Saturday, for unlawfully con-. 
cealing a case of bubonic plague at 30, Gough | 
Street, on Saturday. It is to be hoped that for. 
the sake of the community at large this offence 
will be severely dealt with. 


Messrs. John D. Humphreys & Son, General 


Managers of Olivers Freehold Mines, Limited, 
inform us that they have received telegraphic 
advices from the mines to the effect that 900 
tons of stone were crushed during March, yield- 
ing 253 ounces of gold. 


It may interest collectors of postage stamps 


to learn that the Hongkong Post Office have 

just issued two new stamps. The ten cent 

brown on red being exhausted, the thirty cent 

green has been surcharged in black “ 10 cents,” 

and the old plate of the ninety-six cent stamp 

with “1 dollar” surcharged on it in black has. 
been reprinted wholly in black and now forms 
the dollar issue. ; 


The invitation to British residents to visit 


and inspect H.M.S. Victorious was accepted by 
a large number of people on Saturday, 2nd April, 
and they were most kindly treated while on board. 
Coaling operations, which were commenced on 
Friday, were concluded about eleven o’clock on 
Saturday morning, and the vessel was very 
quickly robbed of its thick coating of coal dust, 
so that visitors ran no risk of getting them- 
selves begrimed with dirt. 
truly a magnificent battleship and the many 
visitors expressed the highest admiration of 
everything they saw, the. working of the big 
guns and the method of serving them with 
ammunition being especially interesting. Dur- 
ing the day the Victorious took on board further 
supplies of ammunition and at four o'clock in 
the aftornoon she sailed for the North. 


The Victorious is 


The special issue of postage stamps and post 


cards in connection with the fourth centenary 
of the discovery of the sea route to India by 
Vasco de Gama was placed on sale at Macao on 
the Ist April, and the Post Office was thronged 
with eager purchasers. 
eight stamps of half, one, two, four, eight, 
twelve, sixteen, and twenty-four cents re- 
spectively and two post cards of two and three 
cents each, the two-cent post card being issued 
in two varieties and the three cent one in four. 
The design on the one cent stamp represents 


The set consists of. 


the arrival of Vasco de Gama at Calicut and 


that on the two cent stamp the departure of 
the expedition from Portugal. The designs on 
the other stamps are emblematical, ships being 
introduced in all of them and Indian subjects in 


the twenty-four cent one. The post cards are 


adorned with pictures of celebrated cathedrals 
and castles, some being on the address side and 
some on the reverse. All are executed in the 
highest style of art and the collection is one 


that many besides confirmed philatelists will be 
pleased to possess. 


The fourth annual dinner of the Hongkong 


The Hongkong Football Club 

Pro by Mr. H. E. Pollock. Responders:— 
Mr. H. W. Looker (Capt., Assoc.), Lieut. P. G. 
Davies, R.A. (Capt., Rugby.) 


Recitation......... agadiaahedeuartss oie Mr. H. E. Pollock _ 

Presentation of Ladges, ‘Tokens, and the Six-a-Side 
Jenge: Cup. 

Toast....ccccecseeee Other Football Clubs in Hongkong 


Entertainment on the graphophone by Dr. a 
TOast ..ccccesseesees pesiserceetis ian eciane The Chairman — 
-Proposed by Mr. E. D. Sanders. °. = °° 
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’ officer, Mr. R. B. Bardsley, was found dead in 


April 9, 1898. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


— 

One of our correspondent informs us that 
thirty miles above Nguankin two seams of 
excellent hard coal have been struck. -It was at 
first discovered by an out-cropping of coal on 
the bank of the river. A shaft has been sunk 
to the depth of 260 feet; and one seam is a foot 


10 bales Hand Filature Small Buffalo, Extra, 
at Ts. 560. This market is quiet with signs of 
weaknes:. 
date is: 6,181 bales to America, 3,752 bales to 
the Continent, 47 bales to Japan and 23 biles to 
London. 


The export of Steam Filatures to 


Waste Silk.—Nothing doing. 
Prices calculated by Maerten’s ‘l'ables at 11 pes 


cent; Exchange 2/6}; Freight ‘Ils. 7.43 per bale: 


Tis. Stig. 


thick, whilst the other is not quite so_thick.— per pel. per Ib. 
Mercury. : Hand Miata oma Buffalo, Bxtra............... 560 2 13 
Q ellow Silk. —Mieuchew..................... 30a 345 786 7 
At Foochow on the night of- the 23rd March a Mesrang Aen ctl & a 330 7 at 
a fire broke out in the suburbs outside the i SZOCHUCD: 6:cs055cse5 000505 dede sb sev eceeee 237% 54 
3 3 Yellow Silk.- Wongchow ................ 270 a 280 601203 
Water-gate on the west of the City and nearly ¢ be me bas eames, re gag et lin t 
two hundred houses were burned down. Later i Fooyung No. 2 0... 2. eter 3024 69} 


in the night there was another fire in a village 
behind a boat-building yard on the opposite side 
of the river to the foreign hongs in which 
seventeen houses were totally destroyed — Echo. 

A sad occurrence happened on board the 
Hangchow ox her last voyage. Sha left Chefoo 
on the 19th March, bound for Swatow, and at 
8 am. on the following morning the second 


his bunk. The body was carried on to Swatow, 
where an inquest was held and a chemical 
analysis of the contents of the stomach was 
ordered, the result of which was not known 
when the Hangchow left. It is thought that 
death was caused by laudanum poisoning, all 
the indications pointing that way. The 
deceased was 27 years of age and bore an 
excellent character.—N. C. Daily News. 

It will ‘interest the members of the com- 
munity, says the Singapore Free Press, as well as 
the members of the 8.C.C. to hear that Mr. F. 
V. Hornby, who came out to Singapore as the 
First Official Assignes, is now appointed to a 
very good billet, the Secretaryship to the Union 
Bank in London. Mr. Hornby has thus 
definitely retired from the Home Civil Service. 
He was in Singapore from 1888 to 1891 in 
charge of the organising and working of the 
Bankruptcy Department. His keenness ag a 
cricketer will be well remembered: during his 
captaincy of the §.C.C. and it will not be for- 
gotten that Mr. Hornby captained the first 
hay team that left Singapore to visit Hong- 

ong. 


COMMERCIAL. 
TEA, : 
EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

1897.98 1896-97 

lbs. lhe. 
Canton and Macao ......... 5,887,884 6,277,746 
Shanghai and Hankow ... 14,088,839 = 17,809,185 
FOOCHOW c.ccsesscecceeseee ees 12,399,891 12,518,868 
BUOY 55 ccc sietancsiacase sania: 685,651 589,478 
82,912,265 37,195,277 
EXPORT OF TEA FROM GHINA TO UNITED 

STATES AND CANADA. 

1897-98 1896-97 

lbs. Ibs. 
Bhanghal..... ...cescsee018,823,511 18, 214214, 
AMOY  coscccscccccrecees eects 16,436,267 19,108,788 
Foochow 0.00.00 csceceeeeoee 7,616,903 11,405,219 
i. 42,776,681 48,758,131 
EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO ODESSA, 
: 1897-98 1896-97 

Ths, lbs, 


Shanghai and Mankow...19,462,293 22,949,123 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM JAPAN TO UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. 


1897-98 1896-97 
Tbs. Ibs. 
Yokohama ...cccscc. 26,739,512 27,565,583 
Kobe vecececescccceeceeee ene 15,776,817 14,961,219 
42,516,329 42,526,892 
SILK. 


Ssaneuar, 4th April.—(From Me-sre. A. B. 
Burkill & Sons’ Circular).—The last advices from 
London are Blue Elephants 10/9, tone of the silk 

" jnarket quiet but with un easier feeling. Raw 
_ Silk.—The market still remains in a very quiet 
condition, with nothing doing. In Yellow Silks 
about 150 bales have changed hands at quotation 
given below. Arrivals, og per Customs Returns, 
96th March to lst April are: 490 bales White, 
40 bales Yellow, and 84 bales Wild Silk. Re- 
reels and Filatures.—We hear of a settlement of 


last reported stil! continues. 
shekiloens, Now lL. White 87.25 to 


S.cvelloany +a 


EXPORT OF SILK FROM CHINA AND JAPAN 


TO AMIERICA, 


1897-98 1896-97 
lates. ali gs. 
Shaner! at oc ee eee eee 11,240 5,084 
Canton ciccee cece ceceeeeee o 10,918 8,350 
Yokohbama.isiscccccceseeeeeeee 31,360 19,4686 
63,5U8 + 28,120 


JAPAN TO EUCROPE. ° 


1897-68 1806-97 
lides. yselar. 
Shamabai ..ccccccececeeeeeee 46,088 44,557 
Canton ........6. Nassndoen eto 20,315 20,481 
Yokoliaia........... javeneease 18,130 18,28 
83,501 83,322 
CA MPHOR. 


Honeronu, tst.April—The market remains 


much as last reported, but with a slightly firmer 
tone, 
$46.50. Sales, 250 piculs. | 


Quotations .for Formosa are $16.25 to 


SUGAK. 
HoneKono, Ist Apri].—T1e declining tendency 
Quetations are :— 
7.80 cer pe 


do. aw 2, White... 7.00 te 7.02. ,. 
Stickloong, No. t, Crown... 4.85 fo 4.88 ,, 
do. y of, Broewp.. 4.75 lo 477 4, 
awifor, No. 1, White... 716to 7.20, 
do. . 2. White. 6.90 to 6.93 ,, 
Swatow, Ne. 1, Brown... 4.76 to 460 ,, 
do. . 2, Brown,,, 46510 470 ,, 
Foocliow Sugar Candy .....11 25 to 11.30 ,, 


ere 10.20 te 10.39 ,. 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 

Per German steamer Bayern, sailed on the 
30th March, For Singapore :—162 rolls mat- 
ting, 59 cases beer, and 4 cases merchandise. 
For Colombo :—72 boxes preserves, 7 packages 
bamboo furniture, and 3 cases merchandise. For 
Port Said :—66 packages rattan chairs, 10 casos 
palm leaf fans, + rolls matting, and 1 case sam- 
ples. For Smyrna:—20 cases essential oil. 
For Genoa :—105 bales canes, 97 bales raw silk, 
50 bales waste silk, 50 packages tea, 20 cases 
essential oil, and 1 case sundries. For Barce- 
lona :—30 bales canes. For Antwerp :—150 
bales canes, 5) packages rattan core, 42 rolls 
matting, 17 cases Chinaware, 15 cases preserves, 
10 cases camphorwood trunks, 6 cases ‘cigars, 5 
bales bam)oo stick, and 4 cases curios, &c. For 
Antwerp and/or London and/or Bremen, I!am- 
burg and/or. New York :—125 bales feathers. 
For Amsterdam :—120 bales leaf tobaceo, and 1 
bale hemp. For Amsterdam :—28 cases China- 
ware, 25 casks preserves, 4 cases ornaments, 1 
case cigars, and 1 case Chinaware. For Bre- 
men :—233 rolls matting, 50 casks ginger, 23 
cases curios, 9 cases pewter ware, 8 cases China- 
ware, 5 packages. rattan chairs, 4 cases preserves, 
2 cases sundries, and 1 roll matting. For Ham- 
burg :—191 bales feathers, 7 rolls matting, 4 
cases curios, 4 cases preserves, and | case sun- 
dries. For London :—20) cases ginger, and 15 
cases bristles. 


Per P. & O. steamer Borneo, sailed on tho 
Ynd April. For London :—8 cases cigars from 
Manila, 163 4-chests tea, agd 16 bales feathers 
from Foochow. 208 bales and 5 cases feathers, 
30 cases bristles, 31 cases Chinaware, 38 cases 


blackwoodware. 14 cases curios, 3 cases silk | 


piece goods, 9 cases preserves, 7 cases sundries, 
9 cases personal effects, 1 case aud 20!) casks 
preserves, 81 rolls mats and matting, 125 
bales waste silk, 500 bales hemp, and 124 bales 


canes. For London and/or Manchester :—52 | 


‘ 


bales waste silk. 


OPIUM. 
Hoxexone, 8th April.—Bengal—There has 
been very liftle doing during the interval and . 
ratcs have given way further, closing quotaticns ~ 
being $692] for New Patna, $707} for Old Patna, 
$691} for New Renares, and. $692} for Old 


_ Benares. 


Malwa.—l re market has ruled rather dull 
without any change in prices. Current quotations 
fire as under :— : 


Ne@Wissesscheceneeds &800 with allowance to 3? entties 

Old (2/3 yrs. ) $850 ,, 9 of § to 3B ox 
» (1/5 ,, ) $890 ,, ° Pe of hto2,, 
» (6/7 ,, ) $920 , - 4, of Oto 3,, 
» 8/9 ,, ) $950 ,, oF of Oto 8,, 


Persian.--Tbere bas been a fair duinand for” 
Formosa and rates have been maintained. ily 
is quoted at $400 to $63) and Piper wrapped at 
$540 to $660 per picul according to quality. 

‘Vo-day’s stocks are estimated ag under :— 

New Patna. ..ccccceeces 870 chests 


Old Patna. vo... 0. waivenceiee da saeeeeee = 980 a 
New Benares ..c.cccccccccscasessceeneee 430 " 
Old Benares.....0.....ccceee bs adugatee 340, 
Ma Wins 3: o/c sea ot caeseiclbaaatewstoweinn - 100 ” 
POUSLA Ne issues eedads anc choetecevedeees 650 Pe 
PATNA, | BeXAREs. | MALWA. 

DATE. -_- bee al ee 
New. | Old. | Now. | Old | New. | Otd. 
1898, $2 Sick OSES $ $ 
Apr. 2| 6974 | 7074 | 692} | 695 | 800 2 
Apr. 3 6974 | TLIO + 6924: 695 800 2g 
Apr 4] 6974) 710 ‘ 6993} 695 | 800 E 
Apr. 5] 6933 | 707; | 692 695 | 800 ¢ 
Apr. 6] 6825 | 707k | 6924 | 695 | 800 e 
Apr. 7| 692} | 7074 | 6013 | 6034 | goo |\ S 
Apr. 8 3 


6924 | 7074 | 6914 | 6935 | 800 
i 


RICK. te 
Honexona, Ist April. —Uacder the influence ofa 
iarge deman | from Japan prices are again rising. 
Quotation ave:— 
Siigon, Or linay...... 


. 83.65 to 3.70 


»  - Rownd. gool quility.e 3.90 > 3.95 
‘a LONE Le ce ceeeeeeee eeteee ences HLS CO 4.2) 
Siam, Field, mill cleaned, No, 2... 3.86 to 3.9) 
,, Garden, , No. Ll... £.25 6943) 
rn WhIitG eee cereeeeeeee SLU to HS 
wo Fine Cargo ec. cece ceeeeee O23 10 0.85 


MI-CELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 

Honewone, Ist April—Amongst the sales 
reported are the following :— 

YaRN AND Tiece Goons:—Rambay Yarn.— 
50 bales No. Gat $77.50, 120 bales No. 8 at $77.00 
to £80 50, 980 bales No, 10 at $70.00 to $87.50 
400 bales Na. 12 at ~8%.90 6) $89.00, 8%? bales 
No. 20 at $78.50 to $102.00. Grey Shirtings.— 
1,200 pieces S$ lbs. Red 7 Boys at $2.40, 700 
pieces 7 Ibs. Large Bagle at $2.00, 350 pieces 
Shrimp Chop at $2.00, 350 pi-ces Large Eagle at 
&1.99, 100 pieces 10 lus. G. 2 Lions at $4.00. 
White Shirtings.—300 pieces Fox and Duck at 
$5 45, 250 pieces ‘210 at $67}. 1500 pieces 
Man an-] Lion at $£.70, 500 pieces X 6 at $3.37), 
T Cloths.—250 pieces 34 in. Mexican gold Horse 
at $2.82, 390 preces 8 Ibs. Mexican Red Stag at 
$2.77), 300 pieces & lbs. Mexican Red Star at 
$2.77}. Brills.—150 pieces 16 ths. Large Eigls 
at 25.374, 150 yieces 14 1b-. Peacack at $3.97}, - 
150 pi-ees 16 lbs. Large Eagle at $5.37}. Turkey 
Reds —200 pieces 4! lbs. Clock $3.174. 250 picces 
13 Ibs. Clock 83.524. 250 pieces + Ibs. Fich at 
$2.774, 120 pieces 54 lbs. nt $3.55. ; 

Merars.— Quicksilver.—230 flass at $129.00 to 
$130.00. ; 

Corron YARN. , 


per bale 
Bombay—Nos. 10 to 20s. ...... 72.00 to 108.09 
English—Nos. 16 to 24......... Lu9.0) to 116.00 
»» 22 to 24k... 112.0) t0117.00- 
wy 28 to B2......400123.00 to 127.005 
» 88 to 42.....,...181.00 to 13,008 : 
per piece -« 
Corrox Piece Goons. 
Grey Shirlings—6lbs. 0... 1.75 to 1.85 
Tlbs. .......8e 2.029 to 207% . 
8.4 ]lbs....... 2.80 to 829 
N9tolW lbs 840 to 4.15 
White Shirtings—54 to 56 rd. 2.4) to 2.60, 
Aston ,, 2.75 to 3.46! 
OL to 66 ,, 3.55 to 
Fine .... 433 to- 7.15! 
Book-folds. 3.80.'to 85.70° 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards ... 0.65. to.. 1.f0 


T'-Cloths —6lbs. (32 in.). Ord’y. 
Tbs. (8245), 0s 

| Glbs. (32 ,. ), Mexs. to- 

Tbs. (32 45), 2108 t0.0.2 

8 to §.4 02.,(36in:) 2.40 to 3. 


4.100 - 


3.76 to 6.16 


Fancy Corrons 


Turkey Red. a | to} 1.60 va 4,00 
Brocades—Dyed 0.2... ...ccee 3.00 to 6.00 
. per yard 
Damasks iccsscosscssscsqeseeeseees 0.12 to 0.18 
Chintzes—Assorted ..... 9.08 to 0.14 
Velvets—Black, 22 in......... 0.20 to 0.40 
Velveteens—18 in. ..sccccoee O.L7$ to O.18$ 
per dozen 
Handkerehiefs—Imitation Silk 0.45 to 0.00 
WoouLens er yard 
Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops. 0.514 to 1.40 
German....... 1.15 to -1.60 
-Habit, Med.,and Broad Cloths. 1.25 to 6.25 
per piece 


Long Ells—Scarlet ... 
Assorted 


6.50 to 9.00 
6.60 to 9.10 


-Camlets—Assorted » 12, 50 to 32.00 
Lastings—30 yds., 31 inches, 

Laaraumi ta at 12.00 to 20.00 
Orleans—Plain .......cc.ccceeees 7.00 to 8.50 
: - per pair 
Blankets—8 to 12lbs. ......... 5.50 to 14.00 

Merars per picul 

Tron—Nail Rod ...........00.. 60 4.20 to — 
Square, Flat Round Bar ... 4.20 to — 
Swedish Bar  ......ccceeorasee 5.75 to > — 
Small Round Rod ............ 4.60 to — 
Hoop... setssesecseteceeesee, 5.00 to — 
Wire 15/23 sds iSitecevenass 9.75 to — 
Old Wire Rope ....... 1.50 to 8.00 

Lead, L. B. and Hole Chop .. 880 to 
Australian,....... erhaeeee seeeesie £8.70 to 


Yellow M’tal—Muntz,14/20.0z. 32.00 to 
Vivian’s, 14/2002. 31.50 ta 
Elliot’s, ee oz. 81.50 to 


Pence ager 


Composition Nails ......... .-— to 
Japan Copper, Slabs........064 30.09 to 
Tiles ............ 29.00 to 
Din .cccdae doses scinsencdces cosseecse -—- to 
per box 
Tin-Plates oo. ...ccc ccc eeeees 6.00 to — 
per cwt. case 
Steel} tof ..... eiingsveesees . 450 to — 
SuNnpDRIEs per picul 
o Qicksil ver we. eecsesceseeeeeeeee 12950 G0 — 
per box 
Window Glass ....scccessessenee 4.30 to — 


Kerosene Oil 


nee ee er reeoneoensen 


SHANGHAI, 2nd April.—(From Messrs. 
Murrny & Co.'s Piece Goods Trade Report).— 


The markct here during the interval has been in 
There is little doubt 
that the gravity of the political situation is 
Although 
80 close to the debatable ground the information 
obtainable here with regard to what is going on 
is of the most meagre description, and the state 
of tension that both foreigners and natives 
engnged in this trade have be2n subjected to 
during the past few weeks las become decidedly 
The Newchwang steamers, six in all, that 
cleared on 28th ultimo, ‘took 13,285 packages of 
Piece Goods and Yarn, out of which American 
goods amounted to 4,622 bales, Indian Yarn 
5,165 bales, and other Yarns 1,230 bales, the 
balance beiog made up of miscellaneous English 
No news of the arrival at their 
Clearances 
for Tient-in during the week have been quite 
brisk, in anticipation of the higher freights which 
the Steamer Companies have been obliged to 
charge to counteract the increase in the tariff of 
the Taku Tug and Lighter Company, whose boats 
they have to make eo much use of owing to the 
Great confusion seems 
to be prevailing in Tientsia through the irregular 
manner in which the cargo has been landed 
there this season, and it is said som : of the buyers 
of early parcels have taken advantage of the 
difficulty in finding their goods to throw up their 
There is nothing Of interest respect- 
Considering the general 
quietness prevailing here the prices realised at 
the Auctiuns cannot be considered unsatisfactory, 
Forward 
-business has been somowhat restricted, especially 
‘+ in English makes. 


a state of utter stagnation. 


accountable for this to a great extent. 


trying. 


and other goods. 
destination has been received yet. 


shallowaess of the river. 


contracts. 
ing the other markets. 


although the tendency was downwards. 


Merars, 4th March.—(From Messrs. 


luO tons Bar Iron at 126s., 


‘Ts.4.60 


per 10-gal. case 
1.93 to _— 


Noél 


Alex. 
Bielfield & Co.’s Report) :—Metals have been 
very ach neglected, and the following are all 
the transactions we have to record. There has 
“been no chang:, home prices remaining very 
firm, so that no offers have met with success :— 
c.i.f., LOO tons Cart 
Tires at 107s. td. c.i.f., 300 ‘tons Sohiers at 124s. 
c.i.f., 500 bores Bamboo Steel ie chops) at 


On Lonpoy.— 


EXCHANGE 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


TH URSDAY, 7th April. 


Telegraphic Transfer ............... 1/104 
Bank Bills, on.demand ............... 1/1055, - 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... 1/10$ 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...1/10/, 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... "1/10§ 


Documentary Bills, 4months'’ sight 1/ 103 


On Paris.— 

Bank Bills, on demand ............... 2.344 

Credits, at-4 months’ sight ......... 2.384 
On GERMANY.— 

- On demand ........ eee 1.893 

On New Yorr.— 

Bank Bills, on demand ............... ; 

Credits, 60 days’ sight ..........0... 455 
On Bompay.— 

Telegraphic Transfer................4. 1394 

. Bank, on demand............ccceeseeeee 1403 

On CALCUTTA.— . 

Telegraphic Transfer ..........00...000 1394 

Bank, on demand........................ 1404 
On SHANGHAI.— 

Bank, at sight 0.0... ccccceeseseceeeees 74 

Private, 30 days’ sight ............0.66 TAR 
On YoroHaAMa.— 

On demand ...........cccccecceepeeeecens 8 %Ypm 
On MANILA.— é 

On demand.............. evbadeewienses 23 % pm. 
On SIncAPoRE.— 

On domand........cececcceeeeeee esa enes 14 °/, pm. 
Soverzriens Bank’s Buying Rate ...... 10.60 
GOLD LEAF, 100 fine, per tael ......,..... 55} 


Honexona, 7th April —A fair 


JOINT STOCK SHARES 


with mostly rising rates has ai ay in 
general business for the week under review, 
the market closing steady at quotations. 


cash without 


active market 


a good 


Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 
further improved their position with but 
little business to 189 per cent. prem. Small 
cash buyers have not yet been satisfied and 
a demand for time shares still exists. During 
the week 185, 186, 187, and 189 ee cent. prem. 
have been offered 
holders to part, and equivalent rates on time 
have also failed to bring out shares. 
latest London quotation 


inducing 


The 


is £44. 10s. Od. 


Nationals continue unchanged and neglected. 


MARINE 


INsuRANCEs.—Small 
Cantons at $1274, Unions at $2174, and Straits 
at $13 constitute the business of the week, but 
Cantons close much firmer at $135. China 
Traders and the Northern Insurances continue 


en offer at quotations. 


improvement, havin 


Fine 


business. 
REFINERIES. —China Sugars continue steady 


to strong, with fair sales at $168 and $1684 fee 
30th instant and at $171 for May, $173 for 
June, and $175 for July, market closing 
steady at $1674. Luzons unchanged and with- 


out business. 


Mrinitne.—Punjoms, 
monthly crushing (314 oz. from 3,008 tons) have 
ruled quiet and neglected with amall sales at 
$6} cash. Olivers B’s have changed hands at 
$6 and are still obtainable at that rate (a crush- 
ing is advised of 253 
Balmorals are on offer at quotations without 
finding buyers. Jelebus are obtainable at $1.75 
and Charbonnages at $140, both without bus- 
Ranbs have ruled very firm and with 
a steadily rising market. In the early part of 
‘the week shares changed 
and $264, and later at $27 to $30 without much 
business, shares being difficult to got; at. time 
of writing the market is steady at $294. Tho 
rough clean-up for March gives 3,070 oz. of 
amal, from 1,400 tons stone for five wee: 


ness. 


gam 


InsuRANCES.—Continue 
neglected with Hongkongs on offer at $335 
ae Chinas at $98 with only small sales of the 
atter. 

Surppine.—Hongkong, Canton, and Macaos 
have ruled steady with sales at $263 and close 
in asmall demand at $274 but with sellers at 
at $273. Indo-Chinas show a still further 
changed hands in fair 
lots at $62, $63, and $64 for delivery 30th 
instant and at $66 for June. Douglases remain 
quiet with sellers and no buyers at $58. China 
Mutuals and:‘China Manilas without change or 


sales 


with another 


dull and 


oz. from 990 tons). 


hands at $254, $26, 


‘strong at that rate. 


of 


poor 


work, a result about oquivalent a ‘tho: nae se 
rough clean-up of four weeks’ working. - a 


Docks, WHARVES, AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks have continued to 
rule firm and in request by investors. .- The 
rate gradually hardened to 255 ee em cont. Fis 
after small sales at 252 and 2 time a 
few small lots at rather better than e vaivalenb 
rates have changed, hands. Kowloon os 
remain neglected and without business, -Wan- 
chai Godowns unchanged. 


Lanps, HoTEns, AND BurLprInas —— 
kong Lands still rulo neglected with sellers — 
at e734 and probably Shalt aceait kines: Hotels 
have found buyers at $54 and-close steady -to 
Humphreys have fonnd 
buyers at $8 and are wanted further at that 
rate, West Points unchanged and without - 
business. 


MIscELLANEOUS. Green Islands have, been 
negotiated at $283 and $284 for old and at $134 
for new issue. . Electrics have changed hands 
at $9% and Campbell and Moores at $8}. 
Other stocks under this heading. including 
Cottons remain unchanged and without business. 

Closing quotations are as follow :— 


CoMPANY. AID UP., QUOTATION. 
Banks— [$861.25, buyers 
Hongkon . Shai...) $125 [189 °/, prem= 
Se & alae | | & jnominal ; 
Do. vie £4 {nominal 
Do pe “ £1 (£5. 6s., buyers 
Aa — ree China e 
Teanen aes: £1 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A... £1 |nominal 
Campbell, poe . Co, $10 ($8.75, bu ne 
China Sugar .. $100 31673, es 
Cotton Mills— 
EW... cesceseees Vasdoves Tie. 100 /Tis. 100, sellers 
Hongkong .......s0++ $40 |§80, sellers 
International .........|T]s. L06 110 
Laou sang = Mow .../Lls. 100 |Tls 108 * 
Boychee wssccesssees/ Lis. 500 |Tls, 505 
Yahloong irre «o/L1s. 100 jTls. 938 * 
Farm Co. ......+. $6 
Fenwick & Co,, Geo. . $25 ae 
Green Island Cement... $10 384, sales &sellers | 
Do. New Issue...... $23'$14, sellers 
H. & China Bakery .. $50 ($33° 
Hongkong & C. Gas .. £10 |$125 
Hongkong Electric ...| $10 ($9), sales 
HH L, Tramways ...| $100 ($: 
Homan Hotel ...... $50 ($54, sales 
Hongkong Ice ... $25 $107, sellers 
H. & K. Wharf & @... $50 $57, sellers 
Hongkong Rope... $50 ($164, sellers 
H. & W. Dock ......... $125 1255 p. ct. prem. 
Tnsurances— g443. 75, sales & b, 
Canton..esseser seeeene , $50 pie: buyers ' 
China Fire ......660.. $20 '$98, sellers 
China Traders’ . $25 $64, sellers 
Hon; kong Fire ...4.. $50 ($335, sellers — 
North-China .....i+0- £25 jTis. 168, sellers 
Straits... $20 ($13, sales 
Union ......+ evens see $50 2174, sellers 
Yangtaze ... $60 $140, sellers 
Land and Building— ; 
H. Land Investment. $50 ($73) sales 
Humphreys Estate... $10 ($84, buyers. 
Kowloon Land & B. $30 |$17 
West Point Building $40 |$20, sellers 
Luzon’ Sugar .....+000 - $100 ($39, sellers 
Mining— | 
Charbonnages ......... Fes, 500 ($140, sellers — 
Great E. & C’donian $5 |$5. 25, sellers Pe 
~ Do. | $23/$2.50, sellers ~ - 
Teledu .ccccccscsseceeves $5 ($13, sellers 
‘ New Balmoral ...... } $1 ($1.20, sales 
Do. Preference ... $1 ($1.40, sellers 
Oliver's Mines, A... $18, sellers 
Do. B... $241$6, sellers 
Punjom .........sceeee $6.25, sellers 
Do. Preference... $1 1$1.70, sellers 
Raabe viecsscsrevecceree 145, i 294, sales 
New Amoy Dock ......' $10 ($173, buyers 
Steamship Coy.— ; xen 
China and Manila... $50 1$74, sellers 
China Mutual Ord... £10 {£7.5s., buiyers 
Preference... £10 (£5. buyers 
y De. - | £5 j£2 10s, buyers 
Douglas 8.8. Co. ... ° $50 ($58, sellevs 
H 7] Canton and M...' $15 $274, sales& buyers 
Indo-China 8.N. ... £10 , bales 
Tebrau Planting Co.... $5 |$5, eellers =~ “a 
De. $2 ($2, sellers . 
United Asbestos ...... 0. §2 ($1.40 | Pics cue 
Do. { $F 1§10, nominal : 
Wanchai Wareh’se Co. $37491$41- 
Watson & Co., A. 8... $10 ‘$12 , sales & sellers. 


J. Vv. Y, VEBNON, Broker. “ 
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 “BHANGHAI, 4th. April.— 
Bisset. & Co.’s Report)—The business of the 
week was moderate, and haa been characterised 
. chiefly by a decline in Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank shares, and in Shanghai-Langkat Tobacco 
shares. Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghai Bank- 
ing Corporation. Shares were Placed at 190 per 


rom Messrs. J. P. 


cent. premium for cash, and sales to Hongkong 
at 184 per cent. premium are reported. The 
market cluses firm, with buyers. ‘Shares are offer- 
ing for the 80th current, at the equivalent of 188 
from Hongkong. Bank of China and Japan, Ld.— 
The annual meeting of shareholders was held in 
London on the 28th ultimo, and passed off 


- harmoniously. The 7th and last instalment of 


10/0 per share on the call of £8. 15s, Od. was due 
cn the 2nd instant. Marine Insurance.—China Tra 
- ders’ Insurance shares changed hands at $65, and 
Yangtszesat $142. Straits Insurance Co.—Shares 
are wanted at $13. Fire Insarance.—T'here is no 
local busine~s 40 report. Shipping.—India-China 
8. N. shares have been in demand, and business 
has been done locally at Tl-. 45 cash and-Tls. 454 
for 31st May, and to Hongkong at $40}, $60 
and §62. Sugar Companies.—No business re- 
ported. Peak shares are weak with sellers. 
Mining.—Raub Australian Gold Mining shares 


were placed to Hongkong at $274 and $28 and 


locally at $283. Docks, Wharves, and Godowns.— 
Boyd & Co.-suares were placad at Ts. 197%, 8. C. 


Farnham & Co, shares T's. 173, Shanghai Dock 


shares at Tis. 75, 80 and 70 for cash, and Tis. 70 
to Tla. 79 for 30th June. Lands. No business 
reported. Industrial.—Business was done in 
Cotton Mill shares:—Internatials at Ts. 110, 
‘Laca-Kung-Mows Tis. 103 and wanted, and Soy 
Chees at T'ls. 605. Major Brothers shares changed 
hands at Tis. 85, China Flour Mill shares at 
Tis. 55, Shanghai [ce shares at Tls. 115, and 
American Cigarette shares at Tls. 95. Misvel- 
‘laneous.—Shanghai-Sumatra Tobacco shares were 
sold at Tle. 84, to Tls. 87 cash. Shanghai Lang- 
kat Toba :co shares sold at ‘Tls. 300 and Tle. 290, 
and afterwards were forced off at Tis. 270, 
Tis, 260 and Tis. 230 cash, Tis. 300 for April, 
* Tis. 810 for May, and Tis. 340 for July. The 
closing cash price is Tls. 250. Loans.—In Deben- 
tures, 5} per cent. Municipal were placed at par, 
5 per cent. at Tls. 98, and 6 per cent. Wharf 
at TIs. 102, . 
Quotations are :-— 
ANKS 


Hongkong and Shanghai.—$342.50. 
Bank of China and Japan, defd.—£5,5.0 
' Do. ordinary.—Nominal. 
National Bank of China, Ld.—g18.50. 
Corron Mri, 
EwoCotton Spinning & W.Co., Ld.—T ls, 109.00. 
Hongkong Cotten 8. W. & D. Co.— 31.00. 
International Cotton Man. Co., Ld.—TIs. 110.00, 
Laou-kung-mow Cotton Co., Ld.—T ls. 103.u0. 
Soy Chee Cotton Spinning Uo., Ld.—T Is. 505.00. 
Docks, WHaryrg, &c., | 
Boyd & Co., Ld., Founders.—N minal. 
Boyd & Co., Limited.—Tls. 197.50. 
Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf Company.—$58, 
Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Co., Ld.— $4374, 
8. C. Farnham & Co.—Tis. 173.00, 
Shanghai Engineering S. & D. Co.—Tls. 70.09. 
Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co.—Tls. 120.c0. 
InsuRances, ; 
’ Canton Insurance Office, Ld.— $139. 
China Fire Insurance Co., Ld.—£99 . 
China Traders’ Insurance Co., Ld.—$635. 
Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ld.—$3374. 
North China Insurance Co., Ld.—T lz, 200.00. 
Straits Insurance_Co., Ld.—$13. 
Union Insurance Society of Canton, Ld.—$225. 
Yangtsze Insurance Assocn., Ld.— $142. 
Lanns, . 
Hongkong Land Invest. & A. Co., Ld.—$74. 
Humphreys Estate and Finance Co., Ld.—$8}. 
Shanghai LandLavest.Co.,(fully pd.)—T'1s.92.50. 
ING, : 
Panjom Mining Co., Ld.—$6.25. ; 
Punjom Mining Co., Ld., pref. shares.— $1.80. 
Raub Australian Gold Mining Co., Ld.—$28. - 
Sheridan Consolidated Co.—Tlr. 2.50. 
SHIPPING, ; 
China-Mutual preference.—Tis. 60.00. 

Do. ordinary, £3 paid.—Tis. 26, 
Co-operative Cargo Boat Co.—'Tls. 170.00. 
Douglas Steamship Co., Ld.—-$59. 

Hongkong, Canton and Macao.—§27. 
Indo-Chiua Steam N. Co., Ld.—Tis. 45.07. 
Shanghai Cargo Boat Co.~Tls. 180.00. 
Bhanghai Tugbcat Co., Ld.—T ls, 210.00. 
* Taku Tag & Lighter Co., Ld.—T. Tis. 110.00. 
Bucan, - . 
. + China Sugar Refining Co., Ld.— 3168. 
Luzon Sugar Refining Co., Ld.—$§40. 
Perak Sugar Cultivation Co., Ld.—TIs. 39.00. 
MiscELLaNxovus; . 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE. REPORI. 


Co.’s report.)—In our local freight market little of 
interest has occurred homewards, attention being 


see list at foot). Rates of freight are:—London, by 
Conference Lines, general 
6d.; tea_35s.; Northern Continental ports, by Con- 
ference Lines, general cargo 35s.; waste silk 37s. 6d.; 
tea 35s.; New York vid London, by Conference Lines, 
general cargo 42s. 6d.; waste silk 45s.; tea 49s. 6d.; 
Baltimore vid London, by Conference Lines, general 
cargo 47s. 6d.; waste silk 50s,; tea 47s. 6d. ; Konigs- 
berg vid London, by Conference Lines, general cargo 
42s. 6d.; waste silk 458.; tea 42s. 6d.; Manchester, 
by Conference: Lines, general cargo 47s. 6d.; waste 
silk 50s.; tea 47s. 6d.; Liverpool, by Conference |. 
Lines, general cargo 42s. 6d.; waste silk 45s.; tea 
42s. 6d.; Hamburg, by Conference Lines, general 
cargo 35s.; waste silk 37s. 6d.; tea 35s. 
are subject to a deferred return, as per Conference 
circular. Havre, by Conference Lines, tallow 32s. 6d. 
net, general cargo 32s. 6d. net, waste silk 35s. net, 
tea 32s. 6d. net; Genoa, by Conference Lines, tallow 
32s. Ga. nel, general cargo 33s. Od. net, waste silk 35s. 


American Cigarette Co.—T'ls. 95.00. 
Central Stores, Ld.—$13. 
China Flour Mills Co.—Tls. 55.00. 


* Hall & Holtz, Ld.—8$40.00. 


Llewellyn & Co., J., Limited.—¢60.00. 
Major Brothers, Limited.—T'ls, 35,00, 
Shanghai Feather Cleaning Co.—Tls. 500.00. 
Shanghai Gas Co.—Tls. 215.00. 
Shanghai Horse Bazaar Co., Ld.—Ts. 75.00. 
Shanghai Ice Company—Tis. 115.C0. . 
Shanghai Langkat'lobaccoCo,, Ld.—Tls. 270.00. 
Do. New Issue.—Nominal. 
Shanghui Rice Mills Co.—Ts. $0.00, 
Shanghai Sumatra Tobacco Co.—T's. 87.00. 
Bhanghai Waterworks Co., Ld.—TIs. 101.00. 
Watson Co., A. S., Limited. —g12. 


—_ 


TONNAGE. 
GAHANGHAL, 4th April (from Messrs. Wheelock & 


rincipally directed to coast business, in which there 
ve been most lucrative rises all round, (for rates 


35s.; waste silk 37s. 


Above rates 


net, tea, 32s. Gd. net ; Marseilles, by Conference Lines, 
tallow 32s. 6d. net, general cargo 32s. 6d. net, waste 
silk 35s, net, lea 32s, 6d. net. 42s. 6d. per ton of 20 
ewt. for above three ports. New York, by sail, 20s. 
nominal. New York wid Pacific, 1f gold cents per Ib. 
tea, 3 cents per Ib. silk, $9 per ton strawbraid. New 
York vid Suez, 278. 6d. per ton general cargo, 10s. 
extra for Turmeric. Boston, 35s. per ton general 
cargo; 10s. extra for Turmeric. Philadelphia, 35s. 
per ton general cargo; 1Us. extra for Turmeric. 
Coast rates.—Moji to Shanghai $1.50 per ton coal; 
Nagasaki to Shanghai $1.40 per ton coal; New- 
chwang to Kobe 33 sen; Newchwang to Swatow 33 
cents; Newchwang to Canton 38 eents; Wuhu to 
Canton 25 cands. ; 


VESSELS ON THE BERTH. . 

For Lonpon.—Sunda (str.), Izion (str.), Glen- 
shiel (str.), Chusan (str.). 

For San Francisco.—City of Peking (s\r.), West 
York, Imberhorne, Dorie (str.). 

For New Yorx.—Benalder (str.), Leanoz (str.), 

For VaNncouveR.—Empress of India (sty.) 

For Bremzn.—Prince Heinrich (atr.). 

For Portiaxp.—Argyll (str.). 

For AUsTRALIA.—Menmuir (str.). 

For Mazsxitt es.—Tamba Maru (str.), Melbourne 
(atr.), . 

For Vicroris.— Tacoma (str.). 


SHIPPING. 
ABRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
Mau. , 
HONGKONG. 
April— ARRIVALS. 


. 1, Queen Olga, British str., from New York. 
2, Wosang, British str., from Canton. 

2, Oceana, German str., from Moji, 

2, Canton,' British str., from Moji. 

2, Kaifong, British str., from Canton. 

2, Formesa, British str., from London. 

2, Arratoon Apoar, Brit. str., from Calcutta. 
2, Ask, Danish str., from Haiphong. 

2, Ariake Marn, Jap. str., from K’chinotzu. 
2, Hsinchi, Chinese str., from Canton. 

2, Clara, German str., from Haiphong. 

3, Frejr, Danish str., from Pakhoi. 

3, Haimun, British str., from Tamsui. 

3, Kweiyang, British str., from Tientsin. 


3, Westburg, Russian bark, from Fremantle. 


3, Machow, British str., from Bangkok. 

- 4, Nanshan, British str., from Singapore. 
4, Bocotra,. British str., from Yokohama. 
4, Yiksang, British str., from Canton. 

4, Lokeang, British str., from Taku. 


> 


4, Tuisang, British str., from Moji. . 
4, Changsha, British str., from Sydnoy. 
4, Kwanglee, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
4, Yungching, Chinese atr., from Shanghai.’ 
5, Dante, German str., from Saigon. © 
5, Kwongsang, British str., from Canton. 
5, Vladimir Monomach, Rus. cr., from'S’pore. a 
5, Haitan, British str, from Coast Ports, -. * 
5, Chunsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
5, Shantung, British str., from Java. 
5, Gefion, German cruiser, from a cruise. 
5, Dardanus, British str., from Amoy. . 
5, Prinz Heinrich, German str., from Bremen. 
6, Loongmoon, German str., from Shanghai. 
6, Doyo Maru, Japanese str., from Iloilo. 
6, Macduff, British str., from Liverpool. 
6, Nanchang, British str., from Tientsin. 
6, Albion, British str., from Bangkok. 
6, Fausang, British str., from Chinkiang, 
6, Holstein, German str., from Saigon. ; 
6, Kawachi Maru, Jap. str., from Middlesbro’, 
6, Riojun Maru, Jap. str, from Nagasaki. - 
7, Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. 
7, Szechuen, British str., from Canton. 
7, Hailoong, British str., from Tamsul. 
7, Woosung, British str., from Canton. 
7, Benvenue, British str., from Saigon. 
7, Chowfa, British stx., from Bangkok. Sw 
7, Keongwai, British str., from-Bangkok. 

7, Leeyuen, Chinese str., from Chefoo. . 
7, Chiswick, British str., from Saigon. 
7, Ingraban, German str., from Saigon. 
7, Rugby, British str., from Cardiff. 
7, Melbourne, French str., from Shanghai. . 
7, Imberhorne, British ship, from Shanghai. 
8, Mathilde, German str., from. Haiphong. 
8, Australian, British str., from Sydney, 
8, Bygdo, Norwegian str., from -Saigon. 
8, Candia, British str., from London. 
8, Fushun, Chinese str., from Shanghai 
8, Kiangpak, Chinese str., from Hankow. 
8, Loyal. German str., from Moji. 
8, Prosper, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 
8, Chowtai, British str., from Bangkok. 
8, Sabine Rickmers, Ger. str., from Shanghai. 
8, Dorio, British str., from San Francisco, 
8, Loksang, British str.. from Canton. ~ 
8, Kwanglee, Chinese’ str., from Canton. 

April— DEPARTURES, . ~ 
2, Antenor, British str., for Amoy. ; 

2, Hailan, French str., for Hoihow. 

2, Thames, British str., for Hurope. 

2, Victorious, British battleship, for Chefoo. © 
2, Bengloe, British str., for y ohama. 

2, Borneo, British str., for Singapore. 

2, Ceres, German str., for Hamburg. 

2, Chiyuen, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

2, Hakosan Maru, Jap. str., for Saigon. 

2, P. C. C. Klao, British str., for Bangkok. 

2, Peiyang, German str., for Shanghai. 

2, Verona, British str., for Shanghai. 

2, Wosang, British str., for Saigon. 

3, China, German str., for Saigon. 

3, Glenfalloch, British etr., for Amoy. 

8, Kaifone, British str., for Tientsin. 

3, Kintuck, British str., for Shanghai. 

3, Nauyang, German str., for Swatow. 

3, Queen Olga, British str., for Shanghai. 

3, Rio, German str., for Saigon. ; 

3, St. Andrew, Norw. str., for Shanghai. 

3, Siam, British str., for Swatow. - 

.3,.Teucer, British str., for Shanghai. 
‘4, Marcopolo, Italian crniser, for Shanghai. 

4, Apenrade, German str., for Shanghai. 

4, Canton, British str., for Lloilo. 

4, Glentarret, British str., for Shanghai. 

4, Hinsang, British str., for Saigon. — 

4, Hsinchi, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

4; Rosetta, British str., for Yokohama. 

4, Tancarville, British str., for Paukalan. 

4, Kweiyang, British str., for Canton. 

o, Yiksang, British str., for Foochow. 

5, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Canton. gtk 

5, Ask, Danish str., for Haiphong. - 4 

5, Triumph, German str., for Hoihow. 

5, Teucer, British str., for Shanghai. 

5, Oceana, German str., for Saigon, 

5, Loksang, British str., for Canton. a 

5, Columbia, British str., for Tacoma. — 

5, Esmeralda, British str., for Manila. - 

5, Formosa, British str., for Shanghai. 

5, Frejr, Danish str., for Hoihow. 

5, Haimun, British str., for Swafow. 
- 5, Kwongsang, British str., for Tientain. 
.5, Martha, German str., for Saigon: . 

5, Yongching, Chinese str., for Canton. 


“6, Clara, German str., for Haiphong. . 
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6, Dardanus, British str., for London. 
6, Empress of China, Brit. str., for V'couver. 
6, Hermes, Norw. str.. for Hongay. — 
6, Jacob Diederichsen, Ger. str., for V’stock. 
6, Socotra, British str., for Singapore. 
6; Tordenskjold, Norw. str., for Yokohama. 
6, Loongmoon, German str., for Canton. 
7, Nanchang, British str., for Canton. 
?, Hohenzollern, German str., for Yokohama. 
_ 9, Fausang, British str., for Canton. 
. 9, Arratoon Apcar, British str., for Calcutta, 
7, Prinz Heinrich, German str., for Shanghai. 
7, Haitan, British str., for Swatow. 
] 7, Hydaspes, British str., for Kobe. 
”, Macduff, British str., for Shanghai. 
8, Leeyuon, Chinese str., for Canton. 
8, Nanshan, British str., for Guayan. 
8, Woosung, British str., for Saigon. 
8, Kawachi Maru, Jap. str., for Yokohama. 
8, Taisang, British str., for Saigon. 


PASSENGER LIST. 
ARBIVED. 

Per Thames, from Shanghai for Hongkong, 
Mr. G. R. Wingrove, Mrs. Walker, Mr. D. C. 
: Campbell, Miss Moler, and Mr. Tow Kin Hing; 
“ for London, Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Lord, Mr. and 
. Mrs, Cooper, child and infant, Mr., Mrs. and 
; Master Hunter and child, Miss Carlyle, Miss 
oy Elopon, Mr, and Mrs. Ryrie, child and infant, 
: -Mr., Mrs. and Miss Reid, Mrs. Montague Ede, 
child and infant,, Mv. L. W. Eade, and Mr. A. 
J. Simpson ; for Marseilles, Mr. and Mrs. Gard- 
ner, Mr. and Mrs. Tomalin, Revs. L. Byrde, A. 
Bermyn, P. de Boeck, A. Harman, H. Ray- 

mathers, T. Stragier, aud T. Meyer. 
Per Verona, for Hongkong from London, Mr. 
at H. Burton, Comdr. J. Tuke, Messrs. Alderton, 
{ A. L. Walker, A. Turner, Mrs. Turner. Messrs. 
J. Kirkwood. T. Clark, Mrs. Ford and 2 infants, 
| ; Messrs. Berwick, Berwick, Jr., and Reid; from 

Marseilles, Mr. H. L. Dodge; from Brindisi, 

Rev. and Mrs. Bennett; from Melbourne, Miss 

Cummings, Miss M. Cummings; from Bombay, 
| 0 My, A. L. Johnstone; from Colombo, Mr. A. P. 
. Simpson, Mr., Mrs. aud Miss F. Bois, and Mr. 
| F. B. Constable: from Penang, Messrs. E. Col- 

; ; ‘linge, J. M.-Ferguson, F. Rolph, W. Myers, H. 
: Hitchcock, and F. W. Clark; from Singapore, 

H.E. Sir Chas. Mitchell, C.M.G., Lady Mitchell, 

; and Mr. H. Stone; for Shanghai from London, 
- “Mesers, J. M. Vaughan, Kemp Welch, G. Ellal- 
combe, A. Willis, Mr. and Mrs. Sewell, Miss 
Watson, Mr. W. J. Gresson, Misses Mundle and 
Phillip, Messrs. Cheyne and R. C. Browne: 
from Brindisi, Messrs, H. H. Kapsch and A. H. 
Gilmore; from Ismailia, Rev. F. L. Pott; from 
Penang, Mr. W. B. Andrew; for Nagasaki from 
Bombay, Mr. and Mrs. O'Callaghan ; for Kobe 
from Brindisi, Mr. A. W. Allen; for Yokohama 
from London, Mr. and Mrs. Herapath, Messrs. 
Whitehead, G. H. Booth, Dr. Booth, Miss 
Booth, Mrs. Cottrell, Messrs. J. J. Elliott, T. 
D. Little, and W. Millett; from Brindisi, Sir 
W. Markley, Lady Markley; from Ismailia, 
Col. and Mrs. Dickenson, Messrs. H. Lucas and 
: H. L.-Newman; from Gibraltar, Mrs. Under- 
hill, Mrs. McQuestion, Mr. and Mrs. Mc- 
Question; from Melbourne, Mr. Gracewood ; 
4 From Bombay, Mr. H. M. Phipson, Dr. Pechy 
i : Phipson, Major D. M. Purden, Messrs. M, 

* * ‘Parapurnwala and F. M. Tarapurnwala; from 
Colombo, Mr. and Mrs. Forsyth, and Mrs. 
i . Faller. . 
‘a Per Arratoon Apcar, from Calcutta, &., Mrs. 
r. . White and children, Misses O'Hara, Bailey, 
Colman and Detrich, Madame Talone, Mrs. 
: Pultaney, Capt. Stuart, Messrs. Assarech, Lam- 
as bie, Dodge and Tocher Mr. and Mrs. Low 
» Son Sam, and 293 Chinese. 

Per Formosa, for Hongkong, from London, 
Capt. and Mrs, Buttenshaw, children and 
maid, and Mr. Knight; from Singapore, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thompson, Mr. Sayer, Capt. Sparker, 
i BR.N., Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hertz, Messrs. Lyous, 
; Yates, Beaumont, Knowles, Prior, Baker and 
t : Hives and Miss Croft; for Shanghai, from 
Za London, Mrs. Wingrové and child, Miss Proc- 
a tor, Dr. and Mrs. Christie, infants and ayah, 
ie Mr. Adams and Miss Maclean. 

i Per Changsha, from Sydney, &c., Messrs. 

a Howie, McCartney, Thompson, Want, Foley, 

i Maitland, Skerry, Capt. Calder, Messrs. Horn, 

aon ' Powell, Sturdy, Mr. and Mrs. Gautier, Mrs. 

; and Miss Frampton, Misses Bell, Timms, Fair- 
; brother, and Richardson. oe 

Per Prinz Heinrich, from Bremen, &c., Mr. 


Lay and family, Mr. Schnerch and family, Mr. 
B. Abesser, Dr. BR. Eichheim, Mr. Allen, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ludolph, Mrs. Seager, Messrs. War- 
ner, Neilsen, R. Bittrich, Mrs. J. Callen, Miss 
Buchlmann, Dr. G. Olpp, Capt. J. Bendixen, 
Messrs. Forstmann, A. Imhoff, W. Banneister, 
Strauss, P. uewis, C. Bolling, and H. Lucht. 


Mr. and Mrs. V. V. Hocorma and child, Messrs. 
A. J. dos Santos, M. R. dos Santos, F. G. Price, 
and R. G. Gutierrez, Misses Maria da Conceicao 
and Luiza da Conceicao; for Penang, Mr. Pas- 
tourel; for Colombo, Mr. and Mrs. Grainger; 
for Marseilles, Mr. A. H. Haerri, and Dr. D. E. 
Brown; for London, Lieut. C. W. Bellairs, R.N., 
| Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Shaw, Mr. R. L. Macleay, 
Miss Macleay, Mr. and Mrs. W. Brooks and 
child, Miss Rilot, Messrs. E. F. Seymour and 
G. G. Harvey, Commander A. W. Waymouth, 
R.N., Mr. C. Allison, and Dr. A. D. D. Fraser; 
for London via’ Marseilles, Dr. Hartigan; from 
Shanghai for London, Mr. and Mrs. Cooper, 
child and infant, Mr., Mrs. and Master Hunter 
and child, Misses Carlyle, Elopon, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ryrie, child and infant. Mr. and Miss Reid, 
Mrs. Montague Ede, child and infant, and Mr. 
‘A. J. Simpson; for Marseilles, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gardner, Mr. and Mrs. Tomalin, Revs. L. Byrde, 
A. Bermyn. Ide Boeck, A..Harman, H. Ray- 
mathers T. Stragier, aud T. Meyer; from 
Yokohama for London, Mr. Thomas Rider. 
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Ter Melbourne, from Shanghai, Messrs. H. 


Grimes, T'sa Poa Hoa, Quan Zong Lee, Mr. 
and Mrs. Faza, Mr. and Mrs. Collinge, Messrs. 
Gomes, 8. Fukuchy. James Hall, Lo Wing Bun 
and child, Messrs. Chan Chich Ling, R. T. Head, 
and Yit Yen Chin. : 


DEPARTED. 
Per Gaelic, for Shanghai, Messrs. G. Wiele, 


McQueen, George, Mrs. Wills, Mr. W.S. Givens. 
Mrs. North; for Nagasaki, Mr. F. S. Mesa; for 
Kobe, Mr. GC. B..Burton, Mrs. de Nalda and 3 
children, Mrs. de Marcaida and child, Mr., Mrs. 
and Miss J.S. Banks, Mr. James Hay, Miss 
Hay, Messrs. H. A. Peto, W. Dorothy, K. No- 
bala, and J. A. Barretto; for Yokohama, Mrs. 
A. Clark, Mr. and Mrs. W. N. Craine, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. 8. Pikands, -Miss Fritz, 
Miss Flood,’ Messrs. Walter Fritz, Herbert 
Smith, James H. White, F. W. Blechyenden, 
F. Blad, and A. Stewart; for San Francisco, 
Messrs. H. U. Jeffries. H. Schubert, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hong Sling and 2 children, Mr. Lee Chuck 
and child, Messrs. H. T. Weeks, C. N. Post, J. 
S. Post, Mr. and Mrs. Toy Chan and 2 children, 
Miss Florence N. Worley, Mr. J. G. Hitehfield, 
Mrs. Pang Choy Kum; for Vancouver, Mr. and 
Mrs. Luther Short; for Portland, Miss L. M. 
Gerber; for London, Messrs. A. F. Greig and 
G. A. Roesber. 


Mr. Flood, 


Per Thames, from Hongkong for Singapore, 


Per Vokio Marw, for Syduey, &c., Mrs. R. W. 


Giblin and child, Mrs, A. Hearne and 5 children, 
Miss Booth, Messrs. Philip London, M. Kane- 
matsu, C. Bill, and A. W. Teale. 


Per Rosetta, from Hongkong for Yokohama, 


Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Ritchie; for Kobe, Messrs. 
F. de Ojinaga and A. de Ojinaga; for Kobe 
from Brindisi, My. A, .W. Allen; for Yokohama 
from London, Mr. and Mrs. Herapath, Messrs. 
Whitehead. G. H. Booth, Dr. Booth, Miss Booth, 
Mrs. Cottrell; from-Gibraltar, Mrs. Underhill, 
Miss McQuestion, Mr. and Mrs. McQuestion ; 
from Bombay, Mr. and Mrs. O. Callaghan, 
Major B. M. Purden, Messrs. M. Tarapurnwala 
‘and F. M. Tarapurnwala; from Brindisi, Sir W. 
Markby, Lady Markby; from Ismails, Col. aud } 


Mrs. Dickiuson, Mr. H. Lucas, Mr. and Mrs. 
H. L. Newman; from Melbourne, Mr, Grace- 


wood; from Colombo, Mr. and Mrs. Forsyth, 
and Mrs. Faller. 


Per Verona, for Shanghai from Hongkong, 
Mr. Edwards, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Kaufmann, 
Messrs. S. Oliveira, A. Rodrigues, A. das Cae- 
das, B. Maher, H. C. Nicolle, and W. H. Shaw; 
from Penang, Mr. W. B. Andrew; from Bom- 
bay, Mr: L. Melville; from Marseilles, Mr. 
Snagge; from London, Messrs. J. M: Vanghan, 
K. Welch, G. Eilacombe, A. Willis, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sewell, Miss Watson. Mr. W. J. Gresson, 
Miss Mundle, Miss Phillip, Messrs. Cheyne and 
R. C. Browne; from Brindisi, Messrs. N. H. 
Kupsch and A. H. Gilmore; from Ismailia, Rev. 
F. L, Potts. 


Per Formosa, for Shanghai from Hongkong, 


Messrs. Goruneliu and G. R. Wingrove; from 


London, Mrs. Wingrove and child, Miss Proctor, 


Dr. and Mrs. Christie and 2 infants, Mr. Adams, 


M. R. Goodwin, Mrs. G 
Fiske and 2 daughters, Miss Moler, Messrs. F, 
' Fuset, J. H. Buxton, Jr., J. Ormachea, F, Lara, 
Yuen Lai Chuen, Woo Chi Wan, and J. E. 
Foley; for Nagasaki, Rev. and Mrs. Chambers, 
Mrs, Lingle; for Kobe, Major and Mrs, Duffin, 
Lieut. Carey,‘R.A., Major Somerville, Messrs.. 
J. Suzuki, K, Heijiro, and On Ng Su; from 
Shanghai for Kobe, Mr. M. Gurmelions; for 
Yokohama, Mrs. Kuhn, Miss Robertson, Miss 
Carver, Miss Worley, Mr. and Mrs. Reyes and 
4 children, Miss Bell, Miss Timms, Miss J. H. 
Potts, Mrs. Kuhn’s children (2), Mr and Mrs. 
G. E. McQuestion, Mrs. T. McQuestion, Mr. G. 
A. Underhill, Messrs. D. R. Crawford, G. W. 
Sayer, D. Earnshaw, W.H. Ruy, J. M. Fer- 
guson,.F, Ralph, Chit Yuen, Lient. Col. Fraser, - 
and Lient. Lloyd: Thomas; for Vancouver, B.C., 
Mrs. Mack, Mrs. Breed, Miss L. Graham, Miss 
Much, Mr. and Mrs. Ahearn and son, Miss L. 
Ahearn, Messrs. W. P. Lawrie, R. Fullerton, 
H. Marshall, R. Stuart, W. M. Myers, J. W. 
Clark, and H. Hitchcock, and Mrs. S. Lawrio; - 
for Victoria, B.C., Mrs. Acheong; for San 
Francisco, Mrs. White and 2 sons, and -Miss 
White; for New York from Yokohama, Mr. 
and Mrs. T. Leming; for Chicago, Mrs. Lingle 
and child; for Halifax, Capt. Carey, R.E., and 
Mrs. Carey ; 
Messrs. MacCartney und Howie; -for London, 

Mr. and Mrs. C. 8. Cockburn, Mr. and Mrs.. 
Arkwright, Mrs. Crawford, Miss Crawford, | 
Master Crawford, Mr. and Mrs. F. Vois, Miss 

Bois, Miss O'Hara, Mrs. MacNair, Mrs. Wade, 

Sir Chas. and Lady Mitchell, Mr. and Mrs. H. 

M. Phipson, Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Richardson 

and son, Mrs. and Miss Frampton, Miss Mitchi- 

son, Miss Fairbrother, Messrs. A. Michie, C. C. 

Platt, J. Elliott, T. D. Little, H.-L. Johnson, 

L. H. Dodge, A. Tocher, E. W. Paget, H. E. 
Wodehouse, C.M.G., E. T. Sturdy, H. Collinge, 

P. A. Horn, G. T. Crook, and Capt. D. Stuart; 

from Shanghai for London, Mr. and Mrs. Mae- 

Caulay ; from Yokohama, Mr. J. M. Knapp, 


men, 
Koslowsky, R. Littmann, S. Heymann, J. Hey- 
mann, W. Geschke, Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Gross- . 
ler, Miss L. Adameit, Mrs. Petersen, and Mr- 
Irrgang; from Antwerp, Mr. G. R. v. Orcola, 
from Southampton, Mr. and Mrs. Dent, Mrs- 
and Miss Smith, Messrs. G. Weigall, C. War- 
mann, Jackson, Richard, and A. MoAllister; 
from Genoa, Mrs. Adler, Capt. 8. Rosendahl, 
Messrs. H. Jager. H. Ramsay, Capt. Lt. Wilken, 
Mr. J. Behrend, Mr. and Mrs. Th. Stern, Messrs. 
Herrog, J. G. W. Schoreder, J. R. Hauff, Mr. 
and Mrs. Stahlberg, and Mr. C. Wilck; from 
Naples, Mr. W. Theodore, and Rev. Bentel; 
from Singapore, Mesars. W. Ehrhardt and C. v. 
de Mongaellava; from Hongkong, Messrs. Her- 
mann, H. D. Hasks, W. Assoneck, Mr. and Mrs. 


~ April 9, 1888, - 


and Miss Maclean : for Yokohama, Mosers, MM,  -.. 
N. Baker, C. B. Hives, and Miss Croft. ‘ 


Per Haimun, for Amoy, Mr. W.. Whitehead. ~~ 
Per Socotra, for Singapore, Mr. C: J; Domes. 
Per Esmeralda, for Manila, Messrs. Ramon 


Garcia Plans, Frank Plant, R. H. Wright, J. - - 


PY 


J. Collins, Miss E. de Marcaida and Miss A. de 
Marcaida, 
Biegert and child. | 


Mr. Luis Elzinger Dumas, Mrs. 


r 


China, for Shanghai, Mrs, 


Per Empress of 
. W. Coleman, Mra: B. 


for Liverpool, Miss Renfrew, * 


Per Prinz Heinrich, for Shanghai from Bre- 
Messrs. F. Retter, RK. Rexhausen, H. v. 


G. L. Ludolph, Revs. A, Kollecker, A. Kunze, 


Mrs. Schonemann aiid child, and Miss Groh- 


mann. ; 
Per Hohenzollern, from Southampton for 


Hyogo, Mr. J. Dodd; for Yokohama, Mr. and © . 


Mrs. J. Hornsby, Miss Ph. Fuller; from Genoa 
for Yokohama, Dr. G. Sprecke, Dr. Dahlke, 


‘Miss Hornby, Miss Fizzu, Miss L, Luhre, Mr. 


and Mrs. Kehnoka; for Nagasaki, Mr. 8, Hen- 
rard; from Naples for Nagasaki, Mrs. and Miss 
Ringer; from Singapore for Yokohama, Mr. J. 
Scholten; from Genoa for Hyogo, Mr. and Mrs. - 
A. Warren; from Naples for Yokohama, Miss - 


Nagasaki, Messrs. O. Vraz.and 8. Obi; from 
Hongkong for Yokohama, Mr. and Mrs. J. 


saki, Mr. Lueht. 
Ping, Mrs. Kwong Ng Moo, Mrs. Chan “Tai: 
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J. Motono, and Mr, Isobe; from Singapore for © : ie 


Lamke; for Hyogo, Mr. H. Jertram; for Na ga- Ye 
Per Arratoon Apcar, for Singapore, Mrs. N g ne 
Hoo, Mrs. Ip Sze, Mr. Wong Won Hing, Mr. ae 


T. Blaney, and Lieut. Bartsum; for. Calentta, ~~ fa 
Mr. F. Browne Cousloble, and Mrs. Toussant. 
Cee nn need 


